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FIRE RESISTANT PLANTS FOR THE WUI 

UC Cooperative Extension 
Los Angeles County 

No plant is completely fire-safe.  There 
are plants that have fire-resistant plant 
characteristics that will help to slow fire 
or act as a fuel break IF these plants are 
properly maintained.  If plants with fire-
resistant qualities are not regularly 
pruned to remove dead portions or thatch 
or litter buildup, they can easily transmit 
fire to a structure.  In addition, plants 
with fire-resistant characteristics still 
need to be spaced properly to avoid fuel 
ladders. 

When purchasing plants, look for those 
with the following characteristics: 

Fire Resistant Plant 
Characteristics 
• Stores water in leaves or stems 
• Produces very little dead or fine 

material  
• Possesses extensive, deep root 

systems for controlling erosion 

Coast Live Oak 
(Quercus agrifolia) 

Coral Bells, Heuchera (Heuchera spp.) 

Catalina Cherry 
(Prunus ilicifolia 
ssp. lyonii) 

Oregon Grape (Berberis repens) 

• Maintains high moisture content  with 
limited watering 

• Grows slowly and needs  little 
maintenance 

• Low-growing in form 
• Open, loose branches with a low 

volume of total vegetation 
• Low levels of volatile oils or resins 
• Not invasive 
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to the Affirmative Action Director, University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, 300 Lakeside Dr., 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-3550, (510) 987-0096. 

Fire  Resis tant  Plants  for  the  WUI 

Maintenance 
• Remove plant litter from ground 

regularly. 
• Mulch 2”-3” deep. 
• Prune judiciously. 
• Mow or weed-whip grasses 

regularly.  
• Water deeply and only as needed, 

taking care to avoid overspray. 

Manzanita before pruning. Manzanita after pruning. 

Pruning 
• Remove dead material and 

branches. 
• Hand-prune inside branches to 

reduce flush of growth. 
• Hedging and shearing alone 

results in weak, fast growth and 
more fuel. 

• Try pruning plants over a three-
year cycle to maintain a wildlife-
friendly landscape.  
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