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• On average, the MSGB draws out more water than it puts back into
the basin

• Average annual usage: 230,000 acre-feet per year
• Average annual replacement: 160,000 acre-feet per year

• 100,000 acre-feet / year in local runoff
• 40,000 acre-feet / year in untreated imported water
• 20,000 acre-feet / year in treated imported water



• On average, water use in the MSGB outpaces our ability to recharge by
around 70,000 acre-feet / year

• To make up the difference, we have historically relied on wet, high-rain
years to keep the MSGB groundwater levels between 200 feet – 250 feet
at the Key Well

• Current stormwater capture facilities allow us to fully capture around 30” - 35” of
rain during any single year

• The current drought situation has created an unprecedented situation
• Groundwater levels have fallen so far that there is no realistic way for us to rely on

future high-rain years to return the basin to a safe operating level







• There are environmental concerns with the supplemental water
from the Colorado River, which limits one potential import source

• The State Water Project has also been impacted by the drought,
and the average available allocation during the past five years from
that supplemental source is down 42%

• It is also important to note… if the current Delta Fix is implemented, it will
not increase water supplies to us here locally – the plan will only improve
water delivery reliability



• Other challenges associated with importing water include:
• Financial cost of imported water

• Need funding to be able to purchase additional supplemental water

• Physical capabilities
• Water transport capabilities, along with the capacity of our spreading grounds,

create import challenges

• Timing of when imported water is available
• Seasonal changes and Metropolitan restrictions on when we can import water also

create challenges





• The OSY dictates how much actual water each producer is allowed to pull out of the
ground

• However, given that there is no limit on how much water each supplier can produce,
those that draw in excess of their water rights have to pay a Replacement Water
assessment fee

• Those fees are used to purchase imported water to make-up the difference between the
OSY limits and actual production limits
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WATERMASTER OPERATING GUIDELINES FOR BASIN
REPLACEMENT WATER






