
City Manager’s Update 
 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

Hello everyone! 

I hope that this email finds you all doing well and enjoying a terrific week! 

In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this past week, the following report has been prepared. 

As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this report – I can be 

reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 

Please have a wonderful rest of the week! 

Best, 

Oliver 

 

  

HAL LEAVENS’ WIFE, LIZ, PASSED AWAY ON FRIDAY EVENING 

Hal Leavens’ wife, Liz, passed away on Friday evening.  Hal has been an active member of the Monrovia community for 

years, and in addition to serving on the Board of Directors of the Monrovia Historic Preservation Group, he also is part of the 

Monrovia Welcome Wagon program that visits with and welcomes every new resident in town.  Memorial plans for Liz are 

being coordinated, and we will be sure to pass on any additional details once they have been announced. 

 

 

MONROVIA GOLD LINE STATION DEDICATION EVENT SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 AT 10 

A.M. 

Just a quick note to remind everyone that Monrovia’s Gold Line Station Dedication event is scheduled for this coming 

Saturday, September 12, 2015, at 10 a.m.  According to Gold Line representatives,  Congress Member Grace Napolitano 

and Congress Member Judy Chu will be in attendance, along with State Senator Carol Liu, State Assembly Majority Floor 

Leader Chris Holden, and various other Foothill Gold Line and Metro Board Members.  Also of note, Minister Terrence 

Brown will be providing the invocation, and the Monrovia High School Band, along with Boy Scouts from Troop 141, will be 

presenting the colors at the start of the event. 

 

mailto:ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us


City Manager’s Update 
 

HISTORIC DEPOT RFP RELEASED 

Last week, staff issued the request for proposal (RFP) for the rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the Historic Depot.  Based 

on our current internal planning schedule, staff anticipates completing the overall review process and recommending a 

selected developer / restauranteur in late October 2015 / early November 2015.   

A  copy of the RFP can be found on the City’s website at the following location: 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/rehabilitation-and-adaptive-reuse-monrovia-historic-santa-fe-depot-

rfp 

 

 

LARGE FAMILY DAYCARE FACILITY PROPOSED AT 317 NORTH ALTA VISTA AVENUE 

At the Design Review Committee (DRC) meeting this week, staff reviewed an application for a large family daycare facility 

to be located at 317 North Alta Vista Avenue.  Based on changes to State law, a large family daycare facility (up to 14 

children) is considered a permitted residential use, which allows the City very little discretionary review.  The only items that 

the City can consider with a large family day care application include spacing / concentration, traffic control, parking, and 

noise control.   

After a significant amount of public comments, the DRC approved the large family day care use at 317 North Alta Vista 

Avenue, contingent on the development and approval of a traffic safety plan to be coordinated with the neighborhood and 

submitted for review to the Planning Division and Police Department.  We will continue to monitor this situation, and will be 

certain to provide additional details / updates as they become available. 

 

 

LABLAUNCH MONROVIA MAKING GOOD PROGRESS! 

Staff spent time last week discussing with LabLaunch Monrovia representatives several initiatives that are currently being 

coordinated.  During those discussions, we were happy to hear that they have signed up another new tenant, which means 

that there are now five businesses in the incubator facility.  LabLaunch Monrovia was also featured in this week’s SGV 

Economic Partnership business blog.  In addition, we learned that a formal ribbon cutting for LabLaunch Monrovia has been 

scheduled to take place at their facility (605 East Huntington Drive, Suite #103) on Wednesday, October 7, 2015, at 4:30 

p.m.   

Moving forward, staff has started working with LabLaunch Monrovia on executing several exciting initiatives, including: 

  Developing the internship program  
  Coordinating the Monrovia Biotechnology Day event 
  Introducing our Teen Advisory Board to LabLaunch Monrovia 
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  Establishing the LabLaunch Monrovia Community Advisory Panel  
  Integrating the City onto the LabLaunch Monrovia Board of Directors 
 

LabLaunch Monrovia is certainly making good progress, and we will continue working closely with the biotechnology 

incubator as we move forward. 

 

 

MONROVIA CONSERVES LAWN SIGNS HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED 

The City has completed development of our “Monrovia Conserves” lawn signs.   In the coming weeks, we will be placing 

these lawn signs in the medians along Huntington Drive, and at various other locations throughout town to highlight the 

need to conserve water during the drought.   

 

 

 

 

A NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS – MONROVIACONSERVES.ORG – HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 

To make it easier for residents and businesses to find information regarding water conservation, the City has launched a 

new, easy to remember website address: MonroviaConserves.org.  Please feel free to visit us on the web to learn about the 

City’s drought response, water conservation regulations, water-saving tips, and upcoming workshops in our area. 
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SCAG HOUSING DEMOGRAPHICS REPORT 

Last week, Council Member Shevlin forwarded a report commissioned by SCAG regarding housing demographics, and the 

role that millennials are playing in the housing market.   To view this report go to:  

http://www.scag.ca.gov/committees/CommitteeDocLibrary/cehd090315fullagn.pdf. 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION SET FOR TOMORROW, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 TO 

ADDRESS NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY RELATED MATTERS 

Over the past six months, staff has engaged in a broad based public outreach effort to solicit feedback from the community 

on the various development issues related to neighborhood compatibility and historic preservation.  The result was a 

substantial amount of feedback which provided essential information in identifying issues, potential policy changes, and 

alternatives.   

Based on the community feedback, the City Council recently adopted a policy direction statement to guide the Planning 

Commission, Historic Preservation Commission and staff in developing regulations addressing community concerns related 

to neighborhood compatibility and historic preservation.   

To move the project forward, staff has scheduled a study session with the Monrovia Planning Commission, set to take place 

on Wednesday, September 9, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) located at the southwest 

corner of Ivy Avenue and Lime Avenue, just north of City Hall.  At that meeting, staff will provide the commissioners with an 

update regarding the process to date, and will also engage the commissioners in a discussion regarding issues and 

regulatory tools that can be considered to address the identified issues.  With this feedback from the Planning Commission, 

staff will then begin community outreach to further define the regulations that will be placed in a draft ordinance. 

A study session has also been scheduled with the Historic Preservation Commission prior to their regular meeting on 

September 23, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  Based on the anticipated scope of the review of the City’s regulations pertaining to 

Historic Preservation, the City Council adopted an outline of the work to be studied for this particular matter.  At the study 

session, Staff will discuss this with the Commission and develop and prioritize the work program for Historic Preservation.   

Additional information regarding this matter can be found on the City’s website at: 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/webform/monrovia-neighborhood-study 
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FALL YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAM REGISTRATION BEGINS 

The Public Services Department Fall Youth Sports program is currently accepting registrations.  On-line registration is 

available on the City website at www.cityofmonrovia.org.  The fall program offers flag football and cheerleading to 4th and 5th 

grade boys and girls of Bradoaks, Mayflower, Monroe, Plymouth and Wild Rose Elementary Schools.  Plymouth Elementary 

School is a new addition to this year’s program and they’re looking forward to the season ahead.  The youth sports program 

is designed to teach boys and girls fundamental sports skills, teamwork, sportsmanship and character building.  The 

program fee is $35 per participant with a maximum participation of 25 per team.  

 

 

MONROVIA-ARCADIA-DUARTE (MAD) TOWN COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 

The Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte Town Council will be meeting on September 16, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Middle 

School (148 West Duarte Avenue, Monrovia) to discuss issues related to the Foothill Gold Line.  

 

  

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/


City Manager’s Update 
 

MONROVIA RENEWAL AND PROPOSITION 218 WATER / SEWER RATE ADJUSTMENT COMMUNITY MEETINGS 

SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 19TH AND SEPTEMBER 29TH  

As you may recall, the City is currently in the midst of coordinating a Proposition 218 Hearing, which is scheduled to take 

place on October 6, 2015.  At that hearing, the City will consider proposed adjustments to our water and sewer rate 

structures that have been developed to address our current deferred maintenance related issues connected to our water 

system and sewer system.  In addition, the City has developed a comprehensive multi-year capital improvement program 

called Monrovia Renewal, which seeks to repair our road infrastructure, sidewalk / curb / gutter infrastructure, water 

infrastructure, and sewer infrastructure over the course of the next 3-5 years.   

In an effort to provide additional background related to the Monrovia Renewal capital improvement initiative, along with 

detailed information regarding the proposed water and sewer rate adjustments, the City has coordinated two community 

meetings, which are set for the following dates / times: 

  Saturday, September 19, 2015 from 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Library Community Room (321 S. Myrtle Avenue) 
 

  Tuesday, September 29, 2015, from 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers (415 S. Ivy Avenue) 
 

Come on down and join in the discussion! 

 

 

#MYMONROVIA PROGRAM SET TO BE INTRODUCED 

The City is getting ready to launch a new social media program called, #MyMonrovia.  The intent of the program is to 

provide those that love the community a chance to share pictures that articulate what Monrovia means to them.  Those that 

enter will have a chance to have their pictured shared on the City’s Facebook and Twitter pages.  To participate, simply post 

a picture of what Monrovia means to you and be sure to use “#MyMonrovia” for a chance to have your picture shared on the 

City's Facebook and Twitter pages! 
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LA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT PRESENTS “GIRLS FIRE CAMP” FOR YOUNG WOMEN AGES 14-19 

The Los Angeles County Fire Department is set to host a “Girls Fire Camp” for young women ages 14 – 19.  The event is 

scheduled to take place on Saturday, September 12, 2015, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The event will take place at LA 

County Fire Department Headquarters, Training Center, Room 26 (1320 N. Eastern Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90063).  To 

RSVP for the event, please contact Captain Brent Burton or Department Intern Gwen White at (323) 881-6116, or via email 

at recruitmentunit@fire.lacounty.gov.  
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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates  

 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  

 

 

That’s it for this update, I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the week! 

Best regards, 

Oliver 

 

__________________________________ 

OLIVER CHI 

City Manager 

  

City of Monrovia 

415 South Ivy Avenue 

Monrovia, CA  91016 

Office: (626) 932-5501 
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