
City Manager’s Update 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  
As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 

 
 
And now... on to this week's update! 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
From what we get, we can make a living; what we give, however, makes a life. 
– Arthur Ashe 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL APPROVES NEW HISTORIC PRESERVATION PRACTICES, WHEN COMBINED WITH RECENTLY 
ADOPTED NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY REGULATIONS, MONROVIA HAS SUCCESSFULLY ADDRESSED 
MANSIONIZATION CONCERNS 
Here in Monrovia, the architectural heritage of our community is an important part of the character of our City and is an 
integral component of what makes Monrovia so unique.  Given development pressures that were being experienced in our 
community, on November 18, 2014, the City Council adopted two moratoria to address the concern that development 
pressure would lead to the demolition of potential historic structures, and that new construction of larger homes would be 
incompatible with the existing character of established neighborhoods.  
 
However, to keep Monrovia financially strong and to keep businesses vibrant, it is also important to encourage growth and 
development as well.  Preserving the old, while embracing the new, requires a careful balancing act.   
 
That balancing act took the form of a comprehensive Neighborhood Study 
(http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/webform/monrovia-neighborhood-study) that the City has been 
engaged in during the past 18 months.  And last Tuesday, the Monrovia City Council adopted on first reading a new 
ordinance that will help enhance our historic preservation practices by establishing new regulations and prohibitions that will 
govern the alteration / demolition of any main residential building that is 50 years or older.   
 
When coupled with the recently adopted Neighborhood Compatibility Ordinance – which established new guidelines 
regulating the size and placement of new residential construction – the City worked with the community to successfully 
develop and implement new development standards that we believe form a comprehensive set of guidelines that will 
preserve the architectural heritage that makes Monrovia so unique, while allowing for growth and development as we push 
forward into the future.   
 
Many thanks to our entire Community Development team, and Community Development Director Craig Jimenez in 
particular, for the tremendously terrific job that was done in coordinating this overall process!  While there is more work to 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/webform/monrovia-neighborhood-study
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do, the coordination of the development and approval of the new compatibility and preservation ordinances was 
accomplished with such aplomb… kudos to all involved in this process, and many thanks for the amazing job of guiding our 
community through this difficult issue! 
 
 
HELP US KEEP MONROVIA BEAUTIFUL BY USING THE CITY’S NEW BULKY ITEM PICK-UP PROGRAM – IF YOU 
SEE A BULKY ITEM ANYWHERE IN THE CITY, LET US KNOW AND WE’LL GET IT TAKEN CARE OF! 
One of the regular complaints that we receive here at the City relates to bulky items that are left out in the public right of 
way.  From old mattresses, to discarded couches, to unwanted furniture… this unsightly trash detracts from our community. 
 
To address this matter, we here at the City have developed a new bulky item pick-up program.  Many thanks to our new 
Management Assistant, Alex Tachiki, for his work in developing this new program!  If you see any bulky items located out on 
the street, just let us know here at the City and we’ll get it taken care of! 
 
In an effort to make this new bulky item pick-up program as easy for individuals to use as possible, we have established a 
special email address and telephone number for folks to report bulky items identified in the City.  If you see anything that 
needs to be picked-up, feel free to email and / or call us per the following information: 
 

 Email:  bulkyitem@ci.monrovia.ca.us 
 

 Telephone:  (626) 932-5553 
 
Please take a moment to program this information into your cell phone, and feel free to share the email and telephone 
number with your family and friends!  By consistently reporting the abandoned bulky items that you see in Monrovia to the 
City, we can work together to keep our community beautiful! 
 
 
THE MODA AT MONROVIA STATION HOUSING PROJECT WILL HAVE A TERRIFIC PIECE OF PUBLIC ART 
INCORPORATED ONTO THE BUILDING 
During the past few months, staff has been working with the Art in Public Places Committee and the MODA at Monrovia 
Station developer to identify the installation of a public art project into the overall development.  As you may recall, MODA at 
Monrovia Station is a 261-unit luxury apartment complex that is currently being built adjacent to Gold Line stop at Station 
Square. 
 
After considering many different options, the project that has been identified was submitted by Justin Hansch of San Juan 
Capistrano and is entitled Monrovia Falls.  The concept involves installing tiny cascading reflective discs that are commonly 
used in billboard advertising, and made famous by Sparkletts’ water trucks to highlight their signage.  The proposed art 
project would involve an upstanding waterfall made of the reflective discs to be installed on the south facing building façade, 
and the image would make reference to Monrovia Canyon Falls, the yearlong waterfall located in Canyon Park.  Ultimately, 
the artwork would stand 36 feet tall and 16 feet wide, and as the wind blows, the artist intends to install the discs in a 
manner that whereby they would shimmer and reflect to create an illusion of water moving against the building. 
 
Attached is a rendering of the proposed artwork that will be recommended for installation, and we do believe it will be a 
wonderful addition to the City’s growing collection of public art!   
 

mailto:bulkyitem@ci.monrovia.ca.us
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DRONE FOOTAGE SHOT OF THE CITY’S NEWLY REVAMPED FRIDAY NIGHT FAMILY STREET FAIR EVENT 
During the past few weeks, the City’s new Friday Night Family Street Fair operator – Raw Inspiration – has done a terrific 
job of updating the layout, vendor mix, and coordination of Monrovia’s weekly event!  In fact, not only does the Street Fair 
now boast multiple farmers’ market vendors where you can get all of the fresh fruits and vegetables that you want… but 
Monrovia also now has a resident camel that graces our event every Friday night! 
 
To help celebrate the newly revamped Street Fair event, our operators had a drone film the September 2, 2016, Street Fair 
event, and the footage can be seen by clicking on the following link: 
 
https://vimeo.com/181448430 
 
We hope to see you all out at the Street Fair again this coming Friday night! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/181448430
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MONROVIA RENEWAL IMPROVEMENTS CONTINUE WITH WATER LINE IMPROVEMENTS ON PRIMROSE AVENUE 
BETWEEN HUNTINGTON DRIVE AND CENTRAL AVENUE 
During the past month, several projects related to the overall Monrovia Renewal project have been initiated, and this coming 
week, additional water line improvements are set to begin on Primrose Avenue!   
 
In partnership with the construction firm, Ramona, Inc., the City is coordinating the replacement of old and damaged water 
lines on Primrose Avenue (from Huntington Drive to Central Avenue), which began on September 12, 2016.  That work will 
then continue in the ensuing weeks on Cypress Avenue (from Shamrock Avenue to Sherman Avenue). 
 
We have included a construction work notice for your review and reference, however, when the work has initiated, the 
following is what you can expect! 
 

 Work Hours: 7 AM – 4 PM, Monday through Friday 
 

 Temporary parking restrictions in the work zone 
 

 Up to 5 crew members 
 

 Heavy equipment on site and associated construction noise 
 

 Street and curb will be cut into to reach the water service line  
 

 “No Parking” signs in the impacted area 48 hours in advance 
 

 Partial street closures during the day, re-opening at night.  
 

 Please use caution when driving in the area and plan to take alternate routes. Always adhere to signs and 
instructions from crew members for safety. 

 
Given that the improvements will be made to water lines, there may be a chance that an individual residence or business 
may be impacted for a few hours during the work.  In such events, all impacted individuals / businesses will be notified at 
least 48 hours in advance.  If you receive such a notice and have a safety or health-related concern with any brief shut-off, 
please contact the Public Works Division immediately at (626) 932-5575, or via email at 
monroviarenewal@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 

mailto:monroviarenewal@ci.monrovia.ca.us
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SAN GABRIEL VALLEY WATER FORUM SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON SEPTEMBER 20, 2016, AT THE 
SHERATON FAIRPLEX CONFERENCE CENTER IN POMONA 
Just a quick note to remind everyone that the San Gabriel Valley Water Forum is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 
September 20, 2016, from 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., at the Sheraton Fairplex Conference Center in Pomona.   
 
The event will bring together a number of water industry experts to examine issues related to how our current drought is 
impacting San Gabriel Valley in terms of water supply issues, environmental concerns, public health, the economy, and 
even the MS4 Stormwater Permit.  A copy of the event program has been included as an attachment to this email, and for 
more information, please feel free to click on the following link: 
 
http://sgv.dreamhosters.com/ 
 

 

http://sgv.dreamhosters.com/
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RESIDENTIAL MULCH & COMPOST GIVEAWAY EVENT SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016, 
FROM 8:00 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. ON CHESTNUT AVENUE (BETWEEN IVY AVENUE AND MYRTLE AVENUE) 
As part of the City’s current agreement with Athens Services, we have developed an overall Closed Loop Organics 
Recycling Program to comply with a variety of State of California regulatory requirements driven primarily by AB 1826 and 
AB 1594.  As part of the program that has been developed, organic waste and green waste collected here in Monrovia will 
be converted into mulch and compost and redistributed to our residents several times a year. 
 
We are happy to be able to share that the first compost and mulch give-away event has been scheduled to take place later 
this month on September 24, 2016, from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. on Chestnut Avenue, between Ivy Avenue and Myrtle 
Avenue.  The self-serve event will allow any resident of Monrovia to come out and collect compost and mulch for their use. 
 
In an effort to publicize the event, as well as provide additional information regarding the overall Closed Loop Organics 
Recycling Program that has been developed here in Monrovia, the event flyer attached to this email will be distributed to all 
Monrovia residents with their next quarterly Athens Services bill.  Please note that the backside of the flyer includes a letter 
from the City which outlines details related to the new recycling program, and also articulates the reasons why it was 
necessary for us to develop the new initiative. 
 
We hope to see you all at our first compost and mulch give-away event on September 24, 2016! 
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PASADENA HUMANE SOCIETY & SPCA SET TO HOST LOW-COST VACCINE CLINIC ON SEPTEMBER 15, 2016, 
FROM 6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. AT LIBRARY PARK! 
Our animal control services provider, the Pasadena Humane Society & SPCA, is coordinating a low cost vaccine clinic that 
will take place on September 15, 2016, from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Library Park.  As part of the program, rabies vaccines 
will cost only $6, and specific services for dogs and cats include the following: 
 

 Dogs 
o 5-in1 DHLPP – $15 
o Bordetella – $15 

 
 Cats 

o 4-in1 FVRCP – $15 
o FeLV – $20 

 
In addition, microchip & pet licensing services will also be available.  For additional information, please see the attached 
event flyer, or feel free to check out details available online by clicking on the following link: 
http://pasadenahumane.org/event/low-cost-vaccine-clinic/  
 

 
 
 
 

http://pasadenahumane.org/event/low-cost-vaccine-clinic/
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SIGN UP TODAY FOR MONROVIA RENEWAL INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UPDATES 
Monrovia Renewal has started construction!  As you may recall, Monrovia Renewal is a multi-year initiative that will make 
priority repairs to the all of the City’s water & sewer pipelines, water facilities, streets, sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.  The 
initial work related to Monrovia Renewal has begun in the Southwest and Southeast portions of town, which includes the 
areas located to the eastern and western City limits located between Colorado Boulevard to the north and the 210 Freeway 
to the south (see attached project map).   
 
In order to stay connected to everything related to Monrovia Renewal, we would encourage everyone to visit us online at 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal.  While at the site, you can sign-up for e-mail updates by clicking on the 
“Monrovia Renewal Project Updates and Work Notices” tab, and following the instructions to subscribe!  An email sign-up 
instruction guide has been included as an attachment for your reference.  We have also included a FAQ guide regarding the 
overall project for your information. 
 
Monrovia Renewal is the largest public works project that the City has ever undertaken, and we appreciate your patience 
and support while we work to execute the identified infrastructure improvements throughout our community! 

 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal
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HDL HEADLINES NEWSLETTER 
The most recent edition of HdLs Headlines Newsletter, which highlights economic trends happening in California, has been 
included to this email as an attachment for your review and reference. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been uploaded to our website at the link below 
for your review. This most recent report provides an overview of the Federal budgetary process.  With the looming new 
Fiscal Year for the Federal Government set to begin on October 1, 2016, none of the twelve funding appropriation bills 
necessary to operate the Federal Government have been signed as this time.  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period September 5 – 7, 2016 has been 
included for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 413 
service events, resulting in 61 total investigations. The report can be accessed by clicking on the following link:  
 
http://cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report    
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of 
the week! 
 

Best regards, 
Oliver 
_________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
Cell: (310) 663-9837 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates
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