
City Manager’s Update 

 
Tuesday, October 27, 2015 

 
I hope that this email finds you all doing great and enjoying a tremendous week! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has 
been prepared.  As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items 
contained in this update – I can be reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
Please have a wonderful rest of the week! 
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
QUOTE FOR THE WEEK 
Sometimes when I consider what tremendous consequences come from little things… I am tempted to 
think… there are no little things. 
-Bruce Barton 
 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION / NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY UPDATE – MORATORIA 
EXTENSIONS RECOMMENDED 
As you may recall, in response to growing concerns regarding mansionization, neighborhood compatibility, 
and historic preservation, the City took a proactive approach nearly a year ago by adopting two moratoria 
on November 18, 2014.  An overview of the moratoria adopted includes the following: 
 

  Demolition Moratorium Enacted To Address Historic Preservation Concerns 

o   Established via approval of Ordinance No. 2014-16U on November 18, 2014 

o   The regulation prohibits the demolition of any main structure built prior to 1940 in any 

residentially zoned property 

o   Demolition is defined in the regulation as the removal or alternation of the front 50% of the 

building 
 

  Construction Moratorium Enacted To Address Neighborhood Compatibility Concerns 

o   Established via approval of Ordinance No. 2014-17U on November 18, 2014 

o   New houses and additions to existing single family dwellings located in the RL and RE 

zones are limited to a single story utilizing existing development standards in the City’s 
current zoning code 

 

Moving forward, unless extended by the City Council, the two moratoria are scheduled to expire on 
November 18, 2015.  Based on our current progress in addressing historic preservation and neighborhood 
compatibility related concerns, staff plans on bringing a proposal to extend both moratoria for up to an 
additional year to City Council for consideration at our November 3, 2015 meeting.  
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By way of background, since approval of the moratoria nearly a year ago, staff has engaged in an 
extensive outreach process that involved the following components: 
 

  Development of a survey on the issues which solicited nearly 500 responses 


  Focus group meetings with the following organizations / groups 

o   Realtors, Brokers, and Developers  

o   MAP Leaders 

o   MOHPG 

o   General Meeting with the Public 

o   Workshop at MAP Conference 



  Individual meetings with every member of the Planning Commission and Historic Preservation 
Commission to discuss the perspectives that commissioners had regarding the topics at hand 

 

The feedback that was obtained through the outreach efforts served as the basis for developing a 
recommended policy framework for addressing neighborhood compatibility and historic preservation issues 
here in Monrovia.  That policy framework was reviewed and adopted by the City Council on August 4, 
2015.  Subsequently, the Planning Commission (on September 9, 2015) and the Historic Preservation 
Commission (on September 23, 2015) reviewed and provided additional feedback regarding next steps in 
implementing the proposed regulatory changes to address historic preservation and neighborhood 
compatibility issues. 
 
As we move forward, staff believes that the Construction Moratorium will be ready to be repealed by June 
2016.  At that time, zoning code and development standard adjustments to address neighborhood 
compatibility concerns should be fully developed and considered by the Planning Commission and the City 
Council.  We have made good progress in developing those refinements to the zoning code and are 
focused now on assessing development standard details in the Residential Foothill (RF), Residential Estate 
(RE), Residential Low (RL), Residential Medium (RM), and Residential High (RH) zones.  In particular, the 
review processes are centered on addressing the following development issues related to neighborhood 
compatibility: 
 

  House Size 


  Bulk / Setback Standards 


  Building Height 


  Design Review 


  Garages 
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The Demolition Moratorium addressing historic preservation concerns involves a more complex set of 
regulatory considerations and repeal of the measure is anticipated for November 2016.  Of primary 
consideration will be a determination of the applicability of engaging and completing a historical resources 
survey and the related impacts that such a policy decision will have.   
 
Many thanks to our outstanding Planning Division team for their hard work in managing these complex 
issues with professionalism and precision.   
 
 
BOB BARTLETT MEMORIAL TRIBUTE COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY MAYOR PRO TEM SPICER HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED 
Pursuant to City Council direction received at our October 20, 2015 meeting, staff has been working to 
establish the Bob Bartlett Memorial Tribute Committee under the leadership of Mayor Pro Tem Spicer to 
determine the best way in which the City can honor former Mayor Bartlett.  We plan on finalizing details 
related to the committee within the next week or so, and we will be certain to keep everyone informed as to 
our progress as we move forward. 
 
Also, on a related note, Supervisor Mike Antonovich announced at former Mayor Bartlett’s memorial 
services last Friday that the County of Los Angeles and LA Metro will be considering a measure to rename 
the Gold Line Maintenance & Operation Yard here in Monrovia after former Mayor Bartlett.  
 
 
REVWINERY UPDATE 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that we plan on bringing back for Successor Agency consideration 
at our November 3, 2015 meeting the sale of our double unit at Hamby Park (124-126 Pomona Avenue) to 
RevWinery for development of a wine / beer brewery and tasting room project.  We postponed formal 
consideration of this item at our October 6, 2015 meeting to provide additional time for the Hamby Park 
Homeowners Association (HOA) to consider the proposed transaction.  Since then, staff and RevWinery 
representatives have met with the Hamby Park HOA and the groundwork has been laid for what we 
anticipate will be a smooth and successful transaction.   
 
 
LA PARTYWORKS REQUESTS TERMINATING THEIR PROVISION OF SERVICES FOR THE KIDDIE 
RIDE PORTION OF THE STREET FAIR EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 
On Thursday, October 22, 2015, the City received an email request from LA PartyWorks requesting that 
they be allowed to cease providing services for coordination of the Kiddie Ride portion of the Friday Night 
Family Street Fair event (Street Fair), effective immediately. 
 
Based on the request from LA PartyWorks, staff contacted representatives from Green Leaf Events, Inc., to 
determine if they would be able to find a replacement vendor to produce the Kiddie Ride portion of the 
Street Fair .  After determining that it would be possible to find a different vendor, staff went ahead and 
authorized LA PartyWorks to cease providing the Kiddie Ride portion of the Street Fair. 
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Given this most recent transition, moving forward, Green Leaf Events, Inc, will continue to be responsible 
for producing the overall weekly Street Fair event, while LA PartyWorks will be responsible for producing 
ten (10) special-themed events for the Street Fair.  LA PartyWorks will also have the opportunity to find 
sponsorship opportunities for the Street Fair, pending approval of those sponsorships by the Oversight 
Committee.   
 
 
LIBRARY PARK “WISHING WELL” DRINKING FOUNTAIN – FARMERS CLUB DESIGNATION 
RECENTLY REPAINTED 
A few weeks ago, staff was informed by representatives of the Monrovia Historical Preservation Group 
(MOHPG) that the historic Wishing Well Drinking Fountain located in Library Park had lettering engraved in 
one of the top granite blocks which spelled out, “Farmers Club.”  Based on an assessment made by 
MOHPG members, there were small remnants of paint still remaining in the engraved areas which 
indicated that the letters were painted at one time.   
 
After corresponding with the City and assessing the situation a bit more, the President of MOHPG, Jim 
Wigton, went ahead and repainted the lettering etched in the Wishing Well Drinking Fountain.  As you can 
see from the before and after photos attached below, the repainted “Farmers Club” lettering on the Wishing 
Well Drinking Fountain looks terrific and really restores a piece of history related to the drinking fountain 
that the vast majority of individuals had no idea actually existed!   
 

 
 



City Manager’s Update 

 

 
 
 
UPDATE:  POWERING UP OF NEW TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT THE INTERSECTION OF PECK ROAD / 
DUARTE ROAD DELAYED, WILL BE TURNED ON THIS WEEK 
Just a quick update… we had initially thought that the new traffic signal at the intersection of Peck Road 
and Duarte Road would be turned on last week.  However, due to a delay with the contractor and SCE, the 
traffic signal has not yet been powered up and will actually be energized this week.   
 
 
NEWLY FORMULATED STREET FAIR OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED 
A meeting of the Street Fair Oversight Committee was convened last week.  The primary decisions made at 
the meeting were related to developing a process to identify and select additional Oversight Committee 
members.  Pursuant to the new contract with Green Leaf Events, Inc., the Oversight Committee includes 
two members from Monrovia Old Town Advisory Board (MOTAB) and at least two Merchants-at-Large who 
operate in Old Town. 
 
Based on the decisions made at the Oversight Committee meeting, staff will be interfacing with MOTAB 
during this next month to develop a process to select an additional MOTAB member to serve on the 
Oversight Committee. 
 
Also, with regard to the Merchants-at-Large, the Oversight Committee recommended that George Dinoyan, 
owner of the Salad Bistro, and Julie Gentile, owner of Gentile, McCloskey, & Co., be selected to serve on 
the Oversight Board. 
 
Moving forward, the Oversight Committee has also made a decision to meet on a monthly basis for the 
foreseeable future in order to more effectively provide direction regarding the pending Street Fair RFP 
process that staff is developing, as well as provide direction regarding possible enhancements to the Street 
Fair in the coming months.   
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GOLD LINE SERVICE SET TO START MARCH 5, 2015 
In case anyone missed it… this past week, Metro announced that passenger service on the Gold Line 
Extension that runs through Monrovia will begin on Saturday, March 5, 2016!  According to the countdown 
clock located on the Foothill Gold Line website (http://www.foothillgoldline.org/), we’re only 129 days away 
from being able to ride the Gold Line here in Monrovia!  
 
 
MONROVIA YOUTH SUMMIT A SUCCESS 
The annual Monrovia Youth Summit took place on Saturday, October 17, 2015 at Monrovia High School, 
and the event was certainly a rousing success!  The theme of the summit was, “It Only Takes One, Be the 
One,” and offered 11 sessions for participants, including:  
 

  How to Navigate the College Application Process 


  Careers in Medicine 


  Leadership 


  Resume Building 


  No Girl Left Behind 


  Introduction to Law Enforcement 


  Healthy and Safe Relationships 


  Beginning Video Game Design 


  Robotics 


  E-Cigarettes – What You Need to Know  
 
The Youth Summit was designed to connect youth with career professionals, higher education 
opportunities, and internship options, all held within a dynamic setting.  Keynote speakers at the event 
included the Principal at Clifton Middle School, Jennifer Jackson, and a Monrovia High School teacher Paul 
Dols.  Other speakers included Singer/Songwriter Michelle Delamor, Monrovia High School teacher Shawn 
Duff, Clifton Middle School teacher Danny Ray, and Monrovia High School teacher Kyle McClure. 
 
 
6TH ANNUAL CEMETERY WALK & TALK PROGRAM HELD LAST WEEK 
Mr. Steve Baker, City Treasurer and City Historian, led the 6th Annual Cemetery Walk and Talk program at 
Live Oak Cemetery on October 15, 2015, and on October 22, 2015.  More than 50 people had the 
opportunity to listen to the history of the first settlers of Monrovia who now rest at Live Oak Memorial 
Cemetery, and several who signed up reported that they had a spooktacular time!  

http://www.foothillgoldline.org/
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SENIOR HALLOWEEN BASH WAS TONS OF FUN 
On Thursday, October 22, 2015, 48 seniors got into the Halloween spirit and attended a “Halloween Bash” 
at the Community Center from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Activities included bingo games, a craft sale with 
handmade items by our Caring Crafters group, lunch, and of course… a costume contest! 
 
 
ANNUAL STORMWATER TRAINING PROGRAM HELD 
Various City staff attended a very timely annual stormwater training seminar on Thursday, October 22, 
2015.  The training program is a requirement of our LA County Stormwater (MS4 / NPDES) Permit.  Close 
to 40 employees participated in the training that was presented by the consulting company, CWE. 
 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been uploaded to our website 
at the link below for your review and focuses on the debt crisis, transportation bill updates, the House 
Speaker’s race, drone registration plans, and the vetoing of the National Defense Authorization Act.  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period October 19 – 
21, 2015 has been uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past 
seven-day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 392 service events, resulting in 77 total 
investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the week!  
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
Cell: (310) 663-9837 
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