
City Manager’s Update 

 
Wednesday, November 25, 2015 
 
I hope that this email finds you all doing great and enjoying a tremendous week! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As always, 
please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be reached via email at 
ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we get ready for a terrific Thanksgiving Holiday!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
To add value to others, one must first value others. 
-John Maxwell 
 
 
4TH DIMENSION / COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT UPDATE 
Last week, staff continued our outreach efforts soliciting additional input and information regarding the viability of the proposed 4th 
Dimension / Community Center project.  We met with both of our senior groups who utilize our current Community Center and also with 
the Library Board / Library Foundation / Friends of the Library.  During those discussions, while there were a number of initial concerns 
shared with staff, after our discussions, the feedback received was overwhelmingly positive.   
 
Given where we are currently with the overall project, a working committee of our staff has been meeting with representatives from the 
Hale Corporation and with our design consultants on a weekly basis to address the feedback / input received.  We have made some 
additional progress on the overall design of the 4th Dimension facility, and should in the near future have initial floorplans / updated 
project renderings developed. 
 
Moving forward, we have additional outreach meetings scheduled these next several weeks regarding the proposed project, which 
include the following: 

 
  Community Meeting / Partner with MAP-ed Meeting 

o   Saturday, December 5, 2015 - 10:00 a.m. (Library Community Room) 
 

  QUOTA Club 
o   Wednesday, December 2, 2015 - 12:00 p.m. 

 
Please note the confirmation of the remaining General Community Meeting, which has been scheduled for Saturday, December 5, 
2015, at 10:00 a.m.   
 
 
CITY OF HOPE’S BECKMAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE MOVING TO MONROVIA 
In a bit of very exciting news, the City of Hope’s Beckman Research Institute is moving to Monrovia and will be leasing the entire 
139,644 square feet available at the current Xerox building in Monrovia (1214 South 5th Avenue).   
 
This is a tremendous development for the City and certainly lends credence to our belief that Monrovia can serve as a biotechnology 
and advanced research hub.  By way of background, the Beckman Research Institute at City of Hope was the first of five Beckman 
Institutes to be founded and has held a National Cancer Institute Cancer Center Support Grant for more than 30 years.  The research 
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group encompasses over 60 years of expertise in advanced scientific research, and the staff at the Beckman Research Institute has 
revolutionized the treatment of life-threatening diseases.  They are focused on investigating the biology, biological chemistry, and 
pathology of cancer and diabetes, and they examine the emerging links between the two diseases, with a special focus on identifying 
opportunities at the cellular and molecular level to predict, prevent, diagnose, treat and cure these and other serious diseases. 
 
 
CITY HALL LANDSCAPE PROJECT UNDERWAY 
If you happened to have visited City Hall this past week, you may have seen our staff hard at work removing water-thirsty turf and 
invasive greenery.  This excavation work is the first step in creating a new landscape at City Hall that utilizes drought-tolerant and 
California-native plants to enhance our sustainability efforts during the current drought, and will continue to provide significant water 
savings in the years ahead.  A rendering of the proposed final landscaping plan has been attached below.  
 

 
 
This week, we expect to be able to complete the installation of the new irrigation system, construct the new curbing for the planters and 
permeable pavers associated with the project, and install the new park bench pads.  Moving ahead, the overall landscaping project is 
estimated to take seven weeks to complete, and our goal is to be finished with the upgrades by the end of December 2015.  We will 
continue to keep everyone informed as to our progress.  
 
 
CITY BOND RATING UPGRADED! 
As you may recall, the City currently has several bond issuances underway.  For every refinance or bond deal conducted, the financial 
rating agencies will review the health of the City and explicit details related to the proposed transaction to provide an overall bond rating 
for each deal.  The better the bond rating received by the City, the better the interest rates that we will receive from the financial 
markets.  This ultimately means that a higher rating results in money being saved by the City. 
 
We have just completed the financial review and rating of our Tax Allocation Bond (TAB) refinancing plan.  Given the financial up and 
downs experienced by the City during the past several years, the City’s bond rating (as identified by S&P) for the deal when the debt 
was initially issued was BBB+, which is considered an investment grade security, but a lower medium grade investment. 
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In a bit of outstanding news, after conducting their most recent financial review with City staff and our underwriters, S&P this past week 
determined that the City’s bond rating has now increased to A stable, which is a double-level ratings upgrade that enhances our 
creditworthiness to an upper-medium grade investment!  This is tremendous news, and compliments must be given to our 
Administrative Service Department and our financing team for this outstanding achievement! 
 
Also, for further insight and clarification, an overview ratings chart which explains the different credit rating as determined by S&P has 
been developed by staff for your review and consideration below: 
 

S&P Ratings Guide 

Rating Rating Description 

AAA Prime 

Investment 
Grade 

    

AA+ 

High Grade AA 

AA- 

    

A+ 

Upper Medium Grade A 

A- 

    

BBB+ 

Lower Medium Grade BBB 

BBB- 

  
 

  

BB+ 
Non-Investment Grade 

Speculative 

Non-Investment 
Grade (aka, 
High Yield 

Bonds or Junk 
Bonds) 

BB 

BB- 

    

B+ 

Highly Speculative B 

B- 

    

CCC+ Substantial Risks 

CCC Extremely Speculative 

    

CCC- Default Imminent with 
Little Prospect for 

Recovery 
CC 

C 

    

D In Default 
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NEW CITY WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE FORMED 
As part of the approved Fiscal Year 2015-17 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget, the City has been making plans to redesign 
and launch a brand new website.  To help guide these efforts, we have created an internal City Website Redesign Committee with key 
representatives from across all departments. We will make sure to keep you updated on the progress as it occurs.  
 
 
PASSPORT UPDATE 
As you may recall, earlier this year, the City moved our passport operations to the Community Center.  Since service started in the new 
location in March 2015, the City has processed 2,188 applications, which equates to approximately 300 passport applications being 
processed every month!  Our Passport Office is open Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., and is also open on Friday 
from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  If you should have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to call (626) 932-5598. 
 
 
MONROVIA LEGACY PROJECT MOVES FORWARD! 
The Monrovia Legacy Project is off and running, interviewing longtime Monrovians and uncovering hidden gems to add to the Library’s 
ultimate collection.  It has begun spreading the word by speaking to local organizations – Quota, PEO Chapter M, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Historic Preservation Commission, and the Coordinating Council – with many more planned.  Through these first 
conversations, we’ve learned of treasures in the City Hall vault, a private collection of photos of the old Monrovia airport, and 
Monrovians with great stories to tell.  
 
Please let the Project team know if you (or your organization) would like to hear more about the Monrovia Legacy Project and how you 
can join in the effort by contacting Sandy Burud, Co-Project Director at 626.256.3423 or sandy.burud@gmail.com. 
 
 
WINDY DAY IN MONROVIA 
As we are sure everyone was aware of, the City experienced a very windy day on Sunday, November 15, 2015.  After the wind event, 
City staff worked to clear several large branches and debris from streets and sidewalks throughout town.  In addition, the California 
Conservation Corps assisted the City by removing a large tree that had fallen in Monrovia’s Canyon Park and was impeding pedestrian 
access.  The Parks crew also had to remove the fence around the City’s Annex that toppled over in the wind.  Many thanks to everyone 
who was involved in the swift clean-up! 
 
 
NEW EFFORTS TO CELEBRATE MONROVIAN’S WHO INSTALL NEW WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING 
In an effort to celebrate residents who reduce water consumption by replacing their landscape with drought tolerant plants, the City has 
been distributing to those identified Monrovians new lawn signs!  The attached picture shows not just some great new water conserving 
landscaping, but also the lawn sign that was presented to the property owner!   
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WATERWISE GARDENING AND NATIVE PLANT SALE 
Last Saturday, the Public Services Department helped host the annual Waterwise Gardening Fair in conjunction with the Canyon Park 
2nd Annual Native Plant Sale.  In attendance were Public Services Water Conservation Team, Bio Contractors, Hunters Industries, 
California Native Plant Society, Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District, Eco Tech, Monrovia Library, Scrub Jay 
Landscaping, Monrovia CERT, and Barry’s Bonsai.  
 

 
 
As the attached photo shows, visitors had the opportunity to attend water wise gardening seminars along with the opportunity to 
purchase native plants for their gardens.  The event was an example of the many ways that our community has been putting forth 
efforts to find solutions to support water conservation efforts. 
 
 
COMMUNITY FEUD LITERACY FUNDRAISER BY THE MONROVIA PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION A SUCCESS… AND THE 
MONROVIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT REPEATED AS EVENT CHAMPIONS 
Last week, we mentioned in this correspondence that the Monrovia Public Library Foundation coordinated a terrific fundraiser for 
literacy on Sunday, November 8, 2015, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Monrovia Public Library.  The 2015 Team Up! Dream Up! 
Annual Literacy Fundraiser  raised over $32,000!  A host of volunteers, sponsors, community members, and City representatives 
turned out to support the event, which was coordinated through a “Family Feud” style game show called “Community Feud.”  
 
What we forgot to mention was a fact that we were reminded of this past week… and that was to recognize that the Monrovia Unified 
School District (MUSD) once again took home top honors as the Champions of the “Community Feud” game.  In fact, this was the 
second consecutive year that the MUSD took home top honors, and we have heard that there are a number of different groups in the 
community that are already looking forward to the rematch next year! 
 
 
GREAT STORIES CLUB AT THE LIBRARY 
Monrovia Public Library has been selected to receive a competitive grant from the American Library Association (ALA) to host a 
reading and discussion program designed for at-risk teens.  
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As one of the 50 Great Stories Club grant recipients selected from across the country, Monrovia Public Library will work with groups of 
6 to 10 teens from Canyon Oaks High School to read and discuss modern novels.  The Great Stories Club partnership will begin in 
January 2016 and will go until April 2016.  Participants will read three titles under the theme Hack the Feed: Media, Resistance, 
Revolution.  Books that will be read include The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, Feed by M.T. Anderson, and March: Book One by 
John Lewis, Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell.  
 
 
WINTER YOUTH SPORTS – BASKETBALL & CHEERLEADING 
Registration for the 2016 winter basketball and cheer program began on Tuesday, November 17, 2015.  The Youth Sports Program is 
designed to teach 4th and 5th grade students’ fundamental sports skills, teamwork, sportsmanship and character building.  The program 
is open those attending Bradoaks, Mayflower, Monroe, Plymouth and Wild Rose Elementary schools, with practice days being held on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  Games are played on Wednesdays at the Mary Wilcox Youth Center, and game 
schedules will be made available through each coach or the Monrovia Community Center.   
 
Those interested in participating can register for the program online at www.cityofmonrovia.org. For more information on the Youth 
Sports Program, please contact the Public Services Department at (626) 256-8246. 
 
 
BRIGHT LIGHTS AND HOLIDAY DELIGHTS COMING TO MONROVIA 
Can you believe that the holiday season is right around the corner?!?!  To help celebrate this special time of the year, the City has 
scheduled the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Holiday Parade to take place on Thursday, December 3, 2015!   
 
The evening is set to begin at 6:00 p.m. with the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony in Library Park (321 South Myrtle Avenue).  Make 
plans to come out that evening and see the new festive holiday decorations that the City has planned for this very special event! 
  
Following the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, the City’s Holiday Parade will begin at 7:00 p.m.  The parade theme for this year is 
“Bright Lights, Holiday Delights”.  The parade will travel north on Myrtle Avenue from Chestnut Avenue to Palm Avenue, and will be led 
by this year’s Holiday Parade Grand Marshal, Monrovia resident Chuck Keen.  Mr. Keen has dedicated his life to support our local 
veterans and military service personnel! 
 
Many thanks to our Monrovia Old Town merchants who are sponsoring the parade and to our dedicated Community Services Division 
staff for their efforts in coordinating what will surely be a fantastic event! 
 
 
HOLIDAY HOME DECORATING CONTEST 
It’s back!!!  The very popular annual Holiday Home Decorating Contest, sponsored by the City of Monrovia, is right around the corner!  
Residents are encouraged to decorate their homes as we get ready for the Holiday Season!  Applications for the Holiday Home 
Decorating Contest are now available, and can be obtained at the Monrovia Community Center (119 West Palm Avenue) or on the 
City’s website at www.cityofmonrovia.org. 
 
The contest judging will take place on Monday, December 14, 2015, and award winners will be recognized during the City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at City Hall in Council Chambers.  For additional information, please contact the Department 
of Public Services at (626) 256-8246. 
 
 
SANTA BREAKFAST EVENTS ARE BACK FOR DECEMBER 2015! 
Just a quick note… with the Holiday Season now right around the corner, the ever popular Santa Breakfast events are back for 
December 2015!  Below is a quick overview of the upcoming Santa Breakfast events: 
 

  Saturday, November 28, 2015 
o   Peach Café at 8:00 a.m. 
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o   Café Lu Mar at 10:00 a.m. 

 
  Saturday, December 5, 2015 

o   Jake’s Roadhouse BBQ at 9:00 a.m. 
o   Friends Café at 10:00 a.m. 
o   The VFW at 2:00 p.m. 

 
  Saturday, December 12, 2015 

o   Peach Café at 8:00 a.m. 
o   Jake’s Roadhouse BBQ at 9:45 a.m. 
o   LeGourmand at 10:30 a.m. 

 
  Saturday, December 19, 2015 

o   The Monrovian at 9:00 a.m. 
o   Rudy’s at 10:00 a.m. 

 
  Wednesday, December 23, 2015 

o   Rudy’s at 11:30 a.m. for a Santa Lunch 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period November 16 – 18, 2015 has been 
uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police 
Department handled 395 service events, resulting in 60 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
 
__________________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5501 
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