
City Manager’s Update 

 

Tuesday, November 10, 2015 
 
I hope that this email finds you all doing great and enjoying a tremendous week! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  
As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
Please have a wonderful rest of the week! 
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 
 

 
 
 
QUOTE FOR THE WEEK 
Patience and perseverance have a magical effect before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish. 
- John Quincy Adams 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY CENTER / 4TH DIMENSION OUTREACH PLAN 
As you may have heard, last week, the City Council approved an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement (ENA) with Dick Hale of 
the Hale Corporation (Hale) to explore the possibility of converting the 4th Dimension facility into a new Community Center 
and restaurant / retail use, while reconfiguring the current Community Center into a new housing development site.  During 
the past few days, staff has been coordinating a variety of outreach meetings to take place during the next few weeks.  To 
date, the following outreach meetings have been confirmed: 
 

  Historic Preservation Commission  

o   Monday, November 9, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
  MOTAB  

o   Tuesday, November 10, 2015 - 9:30 a.m. 

 
  Community Services Commission  

o   Tuesday, November 10, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
  Planning Commission  

o   Thursday, November 12, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. 

 
  Senior Club  

o   Tuesday, November 17, 2015 - 11:00 a.m. 

 
  Senior Club  
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o   Wednesday, November 18, 2015 - 11:00 a.m. 

 
  QUOTA Club 

o   Wednesday, December 2, 2015 - 12:00 p.m. 

 
We are also in the process of scheduling the following additional meetings with the Library Board / Library Foundation / 
Friends of the Library, the American Legion (which uses the Community Center for meetings), the Volunteer Center (which 
has offices at the Community Center), and general Community Meetings to solicit feedback regarding the proposed project.  
There are certainly many moving parts to this overall initiative, and our goal at this point in time is to gather as much 
information as possible regarding the proposed project.   
 
 
 
BOB BARTLETT MEMORIAL RECOGNITION COMMITTEE SET TO MEET THIS WEEK 
Recently, the City Council established a committee that is being chaired by Mayor Pro Tem Larry Spicer to develop 
recommendations to memorialize and honor our late Mayor, Bob Bartlett.  The committee will be meeting today, Tuesday, 
November 10, 2015, at 11:00 a.m. at City Hall, and we will be certain to everyone apprised of any new developments 
regarding this particular matter. 
 
 
 
GOLD LINE TRAIN TESTING SET TO BEGIN ON NOVEMBER 9, 2015 
Starting this week, the Foothill Gold Line Extension will begin operational testing on the tracks.  Based on the latest 
information we have received from Metro, the testing will occur continuously during the next several months leading up to 
the start of passenger service on March 5, 2015.  As the flyer attached below articulates,, the testing schedule is dynamic 
and will occur every Monday – Friday from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  Furthermore, the testing will occur sporadically on 
Saturdays and Sundays.   
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Additional information regarding the Gold Line train testing can be found online at:  www.metro.net/projects/foothill-
extension/ 
 
 
 
CITY COORDINATING OUR TRANSIT OPERATIONS REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS PROCESS TO COINCIDE WITH 
THE START OF PASSENGER SERVICE ON THE GOLD LINE IN MARCH 2015 
On October 27, 2015, the City released a request for proposals (RFP) for a transit operator services.  The RFP was 
developed in collaboration with the City of Duarte and the City of Covina, with the hope being that by pulling our needed 
services together, we would be able to obtain more competitive bids.   
 
For the Monrovia portion of the transportation services, the RFP identified that any interested bidder make sure to include 
the costs associated with curb-to-curb services, as well as a fixed-route service between the Gold Line Station and other 
key destinations in Monrovia, including Old Town.   
 
Based on our current project timelines, responses to the RFP are due on December 3, 2015, and we are working now to try 
and coordinate the new transit operation to commence in March 2016, which would be in conjunction with the launch of 
passenger service on the Gold Line in Monrovia.   
 
 
 
GOLDEN STREETS EVENT – JUNE 26, 2016 (AKA… 626 DAY) 
The largest “Open Streets” event in the San Gabriel Valley is currently in the planning process and Monrovia has been part 
of those discussions.  “Open Street” events are organized to promote walking, biking, public health, awareness of 
alternative modes of transportation, community connections, economic development, zero-emissions transportation… and 
of course, tons of fun! 
 
To date, the planning committee for the Golden Streets event has proposed that from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on June 26, 
2016, a 17-mile route (see the map attached below) be coordinated to link the Meridian Gold Line Station in South 
Pasadena with each of the new Gold Line Stations in Monrovia, Arcadia, Duarte, Irwindale and Azusa.   
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Groups that are also part of the event coordinating include the City of San Marino, LA County, Bike SGV, Day One, Aztlan 
Athletics, the California Conservation Corps, and the AQMD.  There are many moving parts to this proposed event, and we 
will be certain to pass along additional information regarding the initiative as details become available. 
 
 
 
CLIFTON MIDDLE SCHOOL NEEDS YOUR HELP TO WIN $100,000 FOR A NEW SCHOOL LABORATORY! 
This just in… Clifton Middle School has been named as one of the 20 semifinalist schools selected in Northrup Grumman 
Foundation’s Fab School Labs science lab makeover contest. This means that Clifton Middle School currently has the 
chance to be one of five schools in America that can win $100,000!   
 
Based on the way that the contest has been designed, winners will be determined by public voting via Facebook on 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015.   
 
Please support Clifton Middle School’s efforts to expand their new STEM and Robotics programs by visiting 
www.facebook.com/fabschoollabs to watch Clifton’s video, and be sure to vote on November 17, 2015!  Remember… every 
vote counts! 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION SMOKING BAN SUB-COMMITTEE HAS AN INITIAL MEETING 
At the October 6, 2015 City Council meeting, staff was directed to coordinate with the Community Services Commission to 
evaluate a potential ban on smoking in public parks.  On November 4, 2015, a sub-committee met to begin the discussion.  
A copy of the un-adopted meeting minutes have been uploaded to our website and can be viewed at the link below. 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/csc/page/community-services-commission-subcommitte-potential-smoking-ban-monrovia-
parks  
 
An overview of the items discussed at the meeting include: 

 
  Defining the sub-committee’s objective(s). 

 
  Identifying community stakeholders. 

 
  Determine the process to formulate a recommendation process.  

 
  Establish future meeting dates.    

 
The meeting was led by Community Services Commission Chair, Nancy Matthews, and proved to be very productive.  The 
committee will take some time to process the information discussed and will be re-convening on December 4, 2015, to 
continue the discussion and define the next steps in the review process.  Please feel free to let me know if you have any 
questions regarding this matter. 
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http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/csc/page/community-services-commission-subcommitte-potential-smoking-ban-monrovia-parks
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/csc/page/community-services-commission-subcommitte-potential-smoking-ban-monrovia-parks


City Manager’s Update 

 

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION SCHEDULED FOR THIS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2015 AT 11:00 A.M. AT 
LIBRARY PARK 
Make sure to come down on Wednesday, November 11, 2015, at 11:00 a.m., for the production of a Veterans Day 
Ceremony, taking place atLibrary Park.  At the event, which is free and open to the public, we plan on honoring those brave 
men and women who have so gallantly served our country through the United States Armed Forces.   
 
In addition, to further celebrate Veterans Day, the Monrovia Public Library has created a Banner of Honor to recognize our 
active duty and retired service men and women.  The Banner of Honor was created for Veterans to sign and share their 
service history, and will be on display and available for signing during the entire month of November 2015.  Afterwards, the 
Banner of Honor will remain on display at the Library’s Veterans Resource Center.  The banner will also be available for 
signing at the Veterans Day Celebration event that is scheduled to take place this coming Wednesday, November 11, 2015, 
in Library Park 
 
 

.  
 
 
 

HELP A HERO OVER THE HOLIDAYS BY MAKING AN IN-KIND DONATION TO “THANK A VET, INC.” 
On Friday, November 13, 2015, the team from “Thank A Vet, Inc.,” will have a booth down at the Monrovia Friday Night 
Family Street Fair from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. soliciting donations to assist homeless Veterans.  Especially given the 
pending El Nino winter season that we are expecting, homeless Veterans need our help more than ever.  A flyer that 
outlines the program has been included as an attachment below, and the “Thank A Vet, Inc.,” group is looking for all types 
of in-kind donations that can be used to support such an incredibly worthy cause.  For additional information, please feel 
free to contact “Thank A Vet, Inc.,” at (714) 517-1077. 



City Manager’s Update 

 

 
 
 
 
MONROVIA FIREFIGHTERS SPARK OF LOVE EVENT SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27 AND SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 28, 2015 
We hope that you will join our local Monrovia Fire Department personnel on November 27 and 28, 2015, from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., for some holiday festivities in Old Town Monrovia!  Our firefighters plan to “stuff” the Monrovia fire engine full of 
toys at our Annual Spark of Love event! 
 
The Spark of Love event is an annual event that the Monrovia Fire Department puts together every year to gather donations 
for children in need.  The donations are then taken to the Foothill Unity Center where they will be given to a child to help 
make their Christmas that much more memorable and enjoyable.  For more information on this event go to 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/fire/page/spark-love-toy-drive-and-santa or call Firefighter Ernie Moreno at (626) 256-8181.  
 
 
 
HOLIDAY PARADE AND CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 
2015 
Can you believe that the holiday season is right around the corner?!?!  To help celebrate this special time of the year, the 
City has scheduled the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Holiday Parade to take place on Thursday, 
December 3, 2015!  The evening is set to begin at 6:00 p.m. with the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony in Library Park (321 
South Myrtle Avenue).  Make plans to come out that evening and see the new festive holiday decorations that the City has 
planned for this very special event! 
 
Following the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, the City’s Holiday Parade will begin at 7:00 p.m.  The parade theme for 
this year is “Bright Lights, Holiday Delights,” and the program that has been put together for the evening will certainly feature 
those concepts.  The parade will travel north on Myrtle Avenue from Chestnut Avenue to Palm Avenue, and will be led by 
this year’s Holiday Parade Grand Marshal… Monrovia resident Chuck Keen, who has dedicated his life to support our local 
veterans and military service personnel!   
 
Many thanks to our Monrovia Old Town merchants who are sponsoring the parade and to our dedicated Community 
Services Division staff for their efforts in coordinating what will surely be a fantastic event! 
 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/fire/page/spark-love-toy-drive-and-santa
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HOLIDAY HOME DECORATING CONTEST 
It’s back!!!  The very popular annual Holiday Home Decorating Contest, sponsored by the City of Monrovia, is right around 
the corner!  Residents are encouraged to decorate their homes as we get ready for the Holiday Season!  Applications for 
the Holiday Home Decorating Contest will be available beginning Tuesday, November 17, 2015, and can be obtained at the 
Monrovia Community Center (119 West Palm Avenue) or on the City’s website at www.cityofmonrovia.org.  The contest 
judging will take place on Monday, December 14, 2015, and award winners will be recognized during the City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at City Hall in Council Chambers.   
 
The 12 categories that will be judged include: 
 

 Best Still Display  
 Best Outdoor Display  
 Best Decorated Outdoor Tree  
 Best Window Display  
 Holiday Spirit Award  
 Most Effective Use of Lighting a house  
 Toyland Award  
 Children’s Choice Award  
 Best Neighborhood Effort  
 Snowman Award  
 Judges Award  
 Tim McKeehan “Best of Season” Award 

 
For additional information, please contact the Department of Public Services at (626) 256-8246.  We can’t wait to see the 
decorations this year! 
 
 
 
HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR WRAP UP 
On Saturday, October 31, 2015, the City, in partnership with the Monrovia Old Town Merchants, hosted our annual Old 
Town Trick-or-Treat & Halloween Bash.  Of particular note this year… as we were setting up for the event, a few additional 
helping hands from the “Helpful Honda People” wearing their blue shirts showed up to assist with our efforts. 
 

 

 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/
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As the events continued to unfold during the day, afternoon activities included costume contests, toddler activities, story 
time in the Library, and of course… traditional trick-or-treating on Myrtle Avenue!  With so many great and creative 
costumes, staff made sure to showcase the costume winners on the red carpet that was a great hit with all the participants.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
LA COUNTY ISSUES A NEW FLYER TO HELP RESIDENTS PREPARE FOR EL NINO  
Last week, Los Angeles County began distributing a new brochure advising residents to begin preparations for El Nino.  The 
brochure provides helpful tips and emergency preparation resources, and a copy of the updated brochure has been 
attachment below for your review and reference. For more information, go to www.lacounty.gov/elnino . 
 
 

 

http://www.lacounty.gov/elnino
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THE TAYLOR PERFORMING ARTS CENTER WILL PRESENT “HAIRSPRAY” FOR FOUR PERFORMANCES ONLY, 
BEGINNING ON DECEMBER 4, 2015 
From December 4 – 6, 2015, the Taylor Performing Arts Center will be presenting the Tony Award winning musical, 
Hairspray.  There will only be four performances of the hit Broadway musical, which stars Monrovia resident (and Bradoaks 
Elementary School parent) Mitch Rily, who will play the lead role of Edna Turnblad. 
 
Additional information, including ticket purchases, can be found online at: http://www.lktaylorperformingarts.com/ 
 
 
 
ASSEMBLY MEMBER HOLDEN HOSTING A HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AND SHOE DRIVE ON DECEMBER 2, 2015 
Assembly Member Holden will be hosting a holiday Open House & Shoe Drive on Wednesday, December 2, 2015, from 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at his District Office (600 N. Rosemead, Suite 117, Pasadena).   
 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period November 2 – 4, 2015 has been 
uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia 
Police Department handled 436 service events, resulting in 99 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of 
the week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
 
__________________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5501 
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