
City Manager’s Update 
 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has 
been prepared.  As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items 
contained in this update – I can be reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
There are two primary choices in life: to accept conditions as they exist, or accept the responsibility for 
changing them. 
– Denis Waitley 
 
 
NEW SCE POLES COMING TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
This week, the Public Services Department will be issuing an encroachment permit to Southern California 
Edison (SCE) to begin a large-scale maintenance program in Monrovia regarding replacement of power 
poles.  In the coming weeks and months, SCE will be working to replace two-hundred and fourteen (214) 50-
year old power poles with new steel poles throughout the community.  SCE has stipulated that their goal is 
to replace 20 poles per day, and the map attached below outlines both the project phasing and location of 
each pole that will be replaced. 
 
As part of the encroachment permit approval process, the City requested and SCE agreed to notify any 
resident that could be impacted by the work, and door hangers will be placed at every residence where 
disruptions could occur.  Also, it is important to note that the work being proposed by SCE is not related to 
the overall Monrovia Renewal capital improvement initiative.  However, by having SCE complete the work 
now prior to any City-initiated street construction, damage to the new roads from the heavy equipment will 
be minimized.   
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GOVERNOR ISSUES NEW EXECUTIVE ORDER B-37-16 REVISING WATER CONSERVATION 
MANDATES, NEW CONSERVATION LIMITS EXPECTED TO BE ESTABLISHED IN EARLY 2017 
Last week, Governor Brown issued Executive Order B-37-16.  Pursuant to the order, it appears that between 
June 2015 – March 2016, water use in California was reduced by 23.9%, and given the advances that have 
been made, the State is looking to develop new and less restrictive water conservation standards. 
 
Pursuant to the Executive Order that was issued, the State Water Board is now required to develop by 
January 2017 new proposals for achieving additional reductions in water usage.  Furthermore, by January 
10, 2017, both the State Water Board and the Department of Water Resources are required to establish new 
targets that will build upon requirement (SB 7), which mandates a 20% reduction in urban water usage by 
2020.  The analysis will look to make additional regulations regarding the following items: 

 
 Indoor residential per capita water use 

 
 Outdoor irrigation 

 
 Commercial, industrial, and institutional water use 

 
 Water lost through leaks  

 
Based on the new regulations, staff will be interfacing with the Upper San Gabriel Basin Watermaster to begin 
the process of determining what water conservation levels should look like here in Monrovia.  That work will 
continue for the next several months, and we should be ready to bring back for City Council consideration in 
early 2017 proposed water conservation regulation updates.  In the meantime, we should all continue to do 
our part to build on the great work that Monrovia has accomplished to date by engaging conservation efforts 
wherever possible.  Additional water conservation insights / tips / information can be found on the City’s 
website at: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/publicworks/page/monrovia-conserves-community-effort 
 
 
 
MONROVIA STUDENTS GO FOR A RIDE ON THE BRAIN TRAIN AND ARE FEATURED IN THE SPRING 
EDITION OF METRO MOTION! 
The spring edition of Metro Motion – Metro’s quarterly Emmy-winning cable TV show – is now out and 
celebrating great things to do along the Gold and Expo Line extensions.  The show also zeros in on a class 
of Monrovia middle school students who boarded the new Gold Line extension for a lesson in rail safety and 
a free ride to Citrus College in Azusa, under a program supervised by Metro’s Transit Safety Team.  These 
kids are part of a program that teaches them to aspire to higher education.  If they make it, some of them will 
be the first in their families to do so… what a terrific story and what terrific work being accomplished by our 
students here in Monrovia!   
 
To view the spring edition of Metro Motion, please click on the following link: 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/publicworks/page/monrovia-conserves-community-effort
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SascS-zf8is 
 
 
DIRECTLY ELECTED MAYOR ADVISORY REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING UPDATE 
Last Monday, May 16, 2016, the Directly Elected Mayor Advisory Review Committee (Committee) met again 
to discuss next steps in our overall assessment regarding the proposed transition to a rotating Mayor system 
of governance.  As you may recall, the City is working to assess if it makes sense to rotate the position of 
Mayor amongst City Council members, as opposed to having a Mayor directly elected by the community.  
 
Ultimately, the voters of Monrovia will have to decide if such a change makes sense, and to help assist with 
analyzing the issue, the City created the Committee, whose members includes Don Hopper, Steve Baker, 
Karen MacNair, Joanne Montgomery, and Brian Ulm. 
 
Based on the discussion at the meeting, the Committee has asked staff to coordinate a series of outreach 
meetings with the community to solicit community feedback regarding the proposed change in how we select 
the Mayor.  Staff will be coordinating those meetings, and in the next week or two, we will be publishing an 
outreach meeting schedule.  
 
In addition, for your reference, attached below is a document which outlines the results of a survey that staff 
conducted regarding how cities in the SGV select their Mayor.  Of particular note, the survey outlined that for 
those cities with a population of under 100,000 people, 78% of those communities (21 out of 27 cities) do not 
directly elect their Mayor, and instead, rotate the appointment between members of the City Council. 

 
Moving forward, we will be certain to keep everyone apprised of any updates regarding this process, and as 
soon as we refine the outreach meeting schedule with the Committee, we will be certain to share with 
everyone what those meeting dates are! 
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ANNUAL WATER AND SEWER CPI ADJUSTMENT SCHEDULED TO OCCUR IN JULY 2016 
We wanted to let everyone know that as part of the water and sewer rate schedule that was adopted by the 
City on October 6, 2015, every July 1st (from July 1, 2016 through July 1, 2020), a CPI adjustment will be 
made to our overall water and sewer rates that customers will see beginning with their August 2016 
bill.  Pursuant to the adopted fee schedule, the CPI adjustment amount will be equal to the annual percentage 
increase in the Construction Cost Index (CCI) as provided by the Engineering News-Record reported for 
March 1.  Staff has reviewed the CCI for March 2016, which identifies an increase of 2.7%. 
 
Attached below is the Municipal Services Bill insert that will be mailed out regarding this upcoming July 1, 
2016 water and sewer rate CPI adjustment.  For the typical residential customer, a 2.7% CPI rate adjustment 
will result in a $1.05 / month water bill increase, and a $0.24 / month sewer bill increase.  In addition, the 
overall revised rates with a 2.7% increase amount is outlined in the table below.   
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MONROVIA DAY PARADE AWARD WINNERS! 
On Saturday, May 14, 2016, the community celebrated Monrovia’s 130th birthday in style by welcoming back 
the Monrovia Days parade and engaging in an all-day community festival!  As part of the festivities, we had 
judges that assessed each of the Monrovia Day parade entrants, and the winning entries include: 
 

 Best Band – Monrovia High School 
 

 Best Float – Monrovia Unified School District Elementary School Float 



City Manager’s Update 
 

 
 Best Themed Entry – Monrovia High School Robotics Club 

 
 Best Cheer Squad – Monrovia High School Cheerleaders 

 
 Best Dance Troop – Pasadena Cowgirls Drill Team & Drum Squad 

 
In addition… drum roll please… special recognition must be given to the winner of the Judges Award… which 
was…. 
 

 Judges Award – Ballet Folklorico Azteca 
 
Many thanks to the entire community for coming out to celebrate our City’s birthday!  And if you are hungry 
for some more… each of the parade award winners will be recognized by the Monrovia City Council on 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016, at 7:30 p.m., in the City Council Chambers!  We hope to see you there! 
 
 
GRAND OPENING OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN AT THE CANYON PARK NATURE CENTER 
SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON MAY 28, 2016, FROM 12:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M.  
We hope that you will all join us for the grand opening of the City’s newly remodeled Nature Center Exhibit, 
showcasing the Native Americans of the San Gabriel Valley!  On Saturday, May 28, 2016, from 12:00 p.m. – 
2:00 p.m., the Public Services Department will be opening the long - awaited Native American Exhibit in the 
Canyon Parks Nature Center.   
 
During the past year, City staff has been working with several Native American groups to showcase how 
inhabitants historically lived off the natural resource of San Gabriel Valley.  The grand opening will start with 
a blessing from Chief Morales of the Tongva Nation.  In addition, we have planned a variety of indoor and 
outdoor activities for families to enjoy, including Native American storytelling, native flute demonstrations, 
and craft booths.  Light refreshments will also be served. 
 
For additional information, please see the flyer attached below, or contact Eugene Suk, Hillside Wilderness 
Preserve Supervisor, at (626) 256-8281, or via email at esuk@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 

mailto:esuk@ci.monrovia.ca.us
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SIGN UP FOR MONROVIA RENEWAL CITYWIDE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT NEWS AND UPDATES 
Have you heard about the Monrovia Renewal program, which is geared toward repairing critical water, sewer, 
and road system infrastructure throughout the community?  Well, there’s a lot of capital improvement work 
that the City will be engaged in during the next few years, and now, you can stay up to date on all things 
related to Monrovia Renewal by signing-up to receive project updates and construction notices! 
 
Please see the attached flyer which outlines how to sign-up for more information, or, simply click on the link 
below and following the steps to subscribe!   
 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal 
 

 
 
 
THE MONROVIA TODAY PUBLICATION IS ON ITS WAY TO A MAILBOX NEAR YOU! 
Can you believe that the Summer of 2016 is soon to be upon us?  For those looking for fun things to do this 
summer, make it a point to pick up the latest edition of the Monrovia Today, which is coming to a mailbox 
near you in a week or two!  The Summer Issue of the Monrovia Today is packed with information regarding 
summer concerts, community events, as well as Library and Recreation activities, programs, and classes!   
 
And for those of you that just can’t wait for Monrovia Today to arrive in the mail… you can get an advance 
copy online at the City’s website!  Just click on the following link… 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/recreation/page/browse-community-activity-guide 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/recreation/page/browse-community-activity-guide
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… read up on all that our community has to offer this summer, and enjoy a fun-filled, sun-drenched, 
spectacular  summer! 
 
 
FAMILY HIKE & CAMPOUT PROGRAM SET FOR JUNE 11-12, 2016, AND AUGUST 13-14, 2016 – SIGN-
UP TODAY! 
Have you ever wanted to do a fun family hike and overnight camping trip in Canyon Park?  If so… we have 
just the program for you!  The Public Services Department has developed updates to the very popular Canyon 
Park Family Hike & Campout event!   
 
We will have two event dates, including June 11-12, 2016, and August 13-14, 2016, and we hope that you’ll 
sign-up today for the terrific program!  Event participants will be able to go on guided day and night hikes, 
eat BBQ’d hotdogs and hamburgers, and roast marshmallows… all while spending an evening in a tent 
underneath the stars in Canyon Park!  In addition, we have a variety of activities planned for families that 
sign-up, including Saturday evening story time events hosted by our Library staff, and also a Sunday morning 
pancake breakfast hosted by our Fire Department!   
 
If you are interested in participating, please see the flyer attached below, or contact Eugene Suk, Hillside 
Wilderness Preserve Supervisor, at (626) 256-8281, or via email at esuk@ci.monrovia.ca.us!  
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YOUTH SPORTS SPRING SOCCER SEASON COMES TO A CLOSE – BRADOAKS BOBCATS TAKE 
HOME THE CHAMPIONSHIP, YOUTH SPORTS AWARDS CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR 
THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2016 AT 6:30 P.M. AT THE MONROVIA COMMUNITY CENTER 
 Wednesday, May 18, 2016, marked the Championship Soccer Game for the Spring Youth Sports 
Season.  The two teams that were battling it out for the top prize were the undefeated Shamrock Falcons 
from the Boys & Girls Club and the Bradoaks Bobcats.  It was a hard fight and intense match throughout, 
and in the final minutes, the Bradoaks Bobcats scored a goal to hang on for the win.  The final score was 
Bradoaks 2 – Shamrock 1.   
 
In addition to the Bradoaks Bobcats taking home the championship, the final standings for this season were 
as follows: 
 

 First Place:                   Bradoaks 
 

 Second Place:               Shamrock 
 

 Participating Teams:      Wild Rose 
Monroe 
Mayflower 
Plymouth 

 
It should also be noted that there were many great examples of sportsmanship and positive coaching all 
season long.  Each week, every team was rated on a scale from 1 to 4, with a rating of 4 being the highest.  At 
the end of the season, all points were accumulated and the Sportsmanship Award was announced.  We are 
so happy to announce that the Sportsmanship Award was won by… 
 
The Wild Rose Bears! 
 
All of participating teams will be recognized and honored at the upcoming Youth Sports Awards Ceremony, 
which is scheduled to take place on Thursday, May 26, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., at the Monrovia Community 
Center.  We hope that you can make it! 
 
 
SIDEWALK CPR PROGRAM SET TO BE HOSTED BY THE MONROVIA FIRE DEPARTMENT ON 
THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2016 
Working in collaboration with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, the Monrovia Fire 
Department has worked to coordinate a Sidewalk CPR program, which is scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, June 2, 2016, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., at Library Park.  A flyer with additional event details has 
been included to this email for your reference, and many thanks to Captain Chris Huson and the entire 
Monrovia Fire Department team for their assistance in coordinating and offering this terrific event! 
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626 GOLDEN STREETS EVENT SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2016 – SGV COG SET TO HOST 
A TOUR OF THE EVENT 
As a quick reminder, the 626 Golden Streets Event is scheduled to take place on Sunday, June 26, 2016.  
This is a free event that will temporarily open stretches of roadway from South Pasadena to Azusa for people 
to walk, jog, skate, bike and more.  Please visit, www.626GoldenStreets.com, for more information. 
 
In addition, the SGV Council of Governments is hosting a tour of the 626 Golden Streets Event, and will be 
visiting two activity hubs.  This will also be an opportunity to experience Metro Bike Share, which is expected 
to launch in downtown Los Angeles later this year.  For additional information on the SGV Council of 
Governments event, please see attached flyer. 
 

http://www.626goldenstreets.com/
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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been uploaded to our website 
at the link below for your review. This most recent report focuses on the Senate funding an anti-zika 
agreement, western drought relief, and an update on the transportation appropriations act. 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period May 9 – 11, 2016 
has been uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past seven-
day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 439 service events, resulting in 88 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a 
wonderful rest of the week! 
 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
 
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
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