
City Manager’s Update 
 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has 
been prepared.  As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items 
contained in this update – I can be reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 
 

 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
The most dangerous poison is the feeling of achievement.  The antidote is to every evening think what can 
be done better tomorrow. 
– Ingvar Kamprad 
 
 
PARKS AT STATION SQUARE LUXURY APARTMENT COMPLEX REBRANDED AS MODA AT 
MONROVIA STATION, GROUND BREAKING SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2016, AT 10:00 
A.M. 
The ground breaking event for the 261-unit luxury apartment complex at Station Square is set to take place 
on Wednesday, May 25, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. at the project site (228 West Pomona Avenue, Monrovia).  
Please note… the event is being held on the construction site, so please wear appropriate footwear!  In 
addition to the City Council, representatives from Samuelson Fetter and Legacy Partners will be on hand to 
christen the start of construction for the project.  
 
Also of note, we learned recently that after Legacy Partners closed the ground lease to secure the right to 
build / manage the luxury apartment complex, the overall project has been renamed / rebranded.  What was 
formerly known as the Parks at Station Square will now be known as MODA at Monrovia Station.  Also, while 
the name of the project has adjusted, the overall project concept has not – when complete, residents who 
live at MODA at Station Square will enjoy state-of-the-art appliances, a clubhouse, a fitness center, a game 
room, outdoor living spaces, two landscaped courtyards with kitchens / barbecue areas / fire pits, and a 4,000 
square foot rooftop terrace.  The overall project is expected to be completed in early 2018. 
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BRADBURY REQUESTS A PROPOSAL FROM MONROVIA TO PROVIDE LAW ENFORCEMENT 
SERVICES 
Recently, Bradbury requested that Monrovia provide a proposal for providing law enforcement services for 
their community.  As you may be aware, Bradbury has been considering alternative ways of providing police 
services, which they currently handle through a contract with the Los Angeles County Sherriff’s Department. 
 
Prior to coordinating the proposal, our staff spent significant time assessing the service level needs for 
Bradbury.  Among other interesting details, the review determined that Bradbury experiences less than 150 
calls for service per year.  For comparative purposes, Monrovia on handles in excess of 450 calls for 
service per week. 
 
Based on our assessment, it was clear that Monrovia could take on the provision of law enforcement services 
for Bradbury with minimal adjustments to our current police department operation.  Subsequently, the City 
developed a police services proposal for Bradbury that includes both a base law enforcement option and a 
listing of supplemental law enforcement services for Bradbury to consider at an additional cost. 
 
City staff attended a special meeting of the Bradbury City Council to discuss the proposal in greater detail on 
May 11, 2016.  During that meeting, Police Chief Hunt and I provided an overview of the law enforcement 
services proposal that we developed for Bradbury, and answered a variety of questions from their City Council 
related to how such a proposed partnership would work. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Bradbury City Council requested that their staff perform additional review 
and analysis regarding law enforcement service provider options.  To that end, Bradbury is planning on 
coordinating a series of workshops to better compare the options of transitioning to Monrovia for law 
enforcement services vs. continuing with the Sheriff’s Department.  No matter what direction the City of 
Bradbury moves forward in, here in Monrovia, we are looking forward to continuing to work together on a 
variety of different issues in partnership. 
 
Staff will continue to interface and work with Bradbury on this potential project, and we will be certain to keep 
everyone apprised of this possible partnership as the entire process unfolds. 
 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ENTITLES THE HISTORIC SANTA FE DEPOT 
REHABILITATION WORK 
Last week, in what can be described as a tremendously positive and upbeat meeting, the Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) voted unanimously to approve the scope of work for the rehabilitation of the 
Historic Santa Fe Depot!  This action by the HPC means that the proposed renovation work for the Historic 
Santa Fe Depot facility has been approved, and the development team at Daylight Limited, LLC (the group 
leading the rehabilitation work), can now proceed to the building plan check process. 
 
The mood at the HPC meeting was festive, and commission members strongly emphasized how pleased 
they were with the work performed by the Daylight Limited development team.  Given the approval, it is 
expected that actual construction work will begin in mid- to late-summer 2016.  In addition, with the scope of 
work that needs to be done, assuming a construction start date in the summer of 2016 and barring any 
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unforeseen circumstances, we anticipate that the rehabilitation work at the Historic Santa Fe Depot could be 
complete towards the end of calendar year 2016 or the early part of 2017. 
 
Below are updated renderings of the Historic Santa Fe Depot in its planned rehabilitated form.  We are excited 
about this project and the prospects for a revitalized facility right in the heart of Station Square!   
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NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY ORDINANCE SET TO MOVE FORWARD 
At the Planning Commission meeting last week, staff, in partnership with Commissioner Winn, presented an 
overview of the forensic analysis that was conducted for the property located at 122 North Alta Vista Avenue.  
The presentation focused on the unique review process that has been coordinated since mid-March 2016, 
when Commissioner Winn served as the “applicant” for a hypothetical project at 122 North Alta Vista Avenue. 
 
As we worked with Commissioner Winn’s “proposed project” utilizing the new building envelope, building 
size, and compatibility / design review authorities included in the City’s proposed development standards 
update to address neighborhood compatibility issues, the proposed project ultimately resulted in the following 
revised design after several evolutions of design: 
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The response from the Planning Commission was described as overwhelmingly positive, and moving 
forward, staff is now in the process of drafting the ordinance that if approved, will codify the proposed 
development standard modifications that were created during our neighborhood compatibility review process.  
In addition, concurrent to staff drafting the ordinance, we also are planning on coordinating a Study Session 
with the City Council at our June 7, 2016 meeting to review all of the final proposed modifications.   
 
 
STATE ELECTION REGULATION UPDATES 
It was requested a few months ago by the City Council that staff prepare an overview of election regulation 
updates that have recently been mandated by the State of California.  Based on this direction, staff conducted 
additional research and prepared a memorandum outlining the recent changes.  There have been two pieces 
of legislation approved by the State that impact local election guidelines, including the following:  
 

 SB 415 – Voter Participation 
 

o This measure requires that, beginning on January 1, 2018, all political subdivisions (i.e., 
cities) would have to hold their election on a Statewide election date, unless they have had 
voter turnout levels that are equal to at least 25 percent less than the average turnout in that 
political subdivision (i.e., city) during the last 4 statewide general elections. 

 
o For Monrovia, our average turnout in Monrovia for the last 4 statewide general elections was 

64.28%. 
 

o Based on SB 415, the average turnout stated less 25% means Monrovia’s turnout would 
have to exceed 48.21% in order to continue holding a stand-alone election in April of odd 
years. 

 
o For instance, the most recent election turnout of 23.15% in April 2015 was the highest 

Monrovia had seen in years.  In fact, most cities in LA County would have to nearly double 
their voter turnout to avoid mandatory consolidation. 

 
o It is important to note that based on review with numerous individuals representing elections 

based entities, there are significant discussions underway at the State level that would 
modify the requirements associated with SB 415. 

 
o These discussions are related to the fact that for all practical purposes, Los Angeles County 

has reported that they would not be able consolidate all local elections by January 1, 2018.  
Los Angeles County simply does not have the capacity to manage that many elections. 

 
o Therefore, even though SB 415 goes into effect January 1, 2018, given that the current 

voting system utilized by Los Angeles County does not have the capacity to consolidate 
nearly all local elections that would be required, staff will continue to monitor the situation 
and will keep everyone apprised of any actions required of the City. 
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 SB 493 – Elections in Cities: By or From Districts 
 

o This measure authorizes the legislative body of a city with a population of fewer than 100,000 
people to adopt an ordinance that requires the members of the legislative body to be elected 
by district or by district with an elective mayor without being required to submit the ordinance 
to the voters for approval. 

 
o This bill does not mandate that cities change to district based elections, rather it allows cities 

with populations under 100,000 to adopt an ordinance requiring members be elected by 
district without putting a measure on a ballot. 

 
 
SIGN UP FOR MONROVIA RENEWAL CITYWIDE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT NEWS AND UPDATES 
Have you heard about the Monrovia Renewal program, which is geared toward repairing critical water, sewer, 
and road system infrastructure throughout the community?  Well, there’s a lot of capital improvement work 
that the City will be engaged in during the next few years, and now, you can stay up to date on all things 
related to Monrovia Renewal by signing-up to receive project updates and construction notices! 
 
Please see the flyer below which outlines how to sign-up for more information, or, simply click on the link 
below and following the steps to subscribe! 
 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal 
 

 
 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal
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LIBRARY HAPPENING! 
There’s a ton of great things happening at the Monrovia Public Library, and a quick overview of those items 
is outlined below! 
 

 Children’s Services 
 

o Monday Movie Night 
 Monday, May 16, 2016 
 6:00 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. 
 Dress in your pajamas, bring your blanket, pillow and your favorite stuffed friend to 

join us for Monday Movie Night and watch The Iron Giant.  
 Enjoy freshly popped popcorn as we cuddle up to watch a terrific movie with your 

family! This event is sponsored by Friends of the Monrovia Public Library. 
 

o Storytime @ Friday Night Fair! 
 Enjoy stories, boogying down to fun songs and meet our Storytime Leader, 

Sampson the Bear puppet on Friday, May 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  Find the Librarians 
on Myrtle Avenue between Lemon Avenue and Colorado Boulevard on the storytime 
carpet! 

 
 Adult Services 

 
o DIY Essential Oil Remedies Presentation 

 Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 Come on by the Library Community Room as part of the de-stress yourself series 

for adults. Participants will make two roller-ball blended therapeutic essential oil 
remedies to take home.  Kate Garland of Kate Yoga will host the program. 

 
 
CLIFF AND SHELLI ARESNAULT SELECTED AS MONROVIA’S 2016 OLDER AMERICANS OF THE 
YEAR! 
As you may have heard, Monrovians Clint and Shelli Aresnault were recently selected as the 2016 Older 
Americans of the Year!  Their selection as this year’s award recipients was announced at the 2016 Spring 
Recognition Luncheon, held on April 28, 2016 at the Monrovia Center, and they were recognized at the May 
3, 2016, City Council Meeting. 
 
We thought it would be great to share some information about Clint & Shelli, as was identified in the letter 
nominating them for this prestigious award: 
 

Clint is past President and past Treasurer of the Gad-a-bouts Senior Club, he initiated the 
current special events segment to the regular meeting agenda. He also made an up-to-date 
catalog book of all the Clubs physical assets. He has organized all the books and pictures 
from past club Historians. Clint is very concerned about the shut-in members of the group 
(members who are no longer able to make the club meetings). He visits members staying at 
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Leven Oaks, a local retirement home. Clint helped with locating and arranging for the WPA 
(Works Project Administration) murals that now hang in the Library. He goes out of his way to 
help and be helpful to all Community Members.  
 
Shelli is also very active in the Gad-a-bouts Senior Club. She is a past treasurer and is 
currently the Membership Coordinator and Historian. She volunteers in the Monrovia Public 
Library’s Friends Book Store, and belongs to Friends of the Library membership. She is also 
on the Library Foundation Fund Raiser Committee. She attends the cities Coordinating 
Council meetings bringing back information to the various clubs.  Shelli is very active in the 
Caring Crafters of Monrovia, not only knitting many items herself but delivering the items made 
by the group to other organizations such as City of Hope, Children’s Hospital, and the 
Veterans. She enjoys helping her fellow crafters with their projects and you can count on her 
to help when the Crafters have a boutique sale. She follows through and follows up on any 
commitment she makes to all Community Members and friends.  
 
Together they attend Council meetings and keep their friends and neighbors updated about 
current concerns, projects, and new information being discussed by the City. Both Clint and 
Shelli volunteer their time and energy to add to the warmth and friendliness of our community. 
They encourage the new people they meet to join them in various activities and clubs. They 
are members of The Gad-a-bouts Senior Club, Monrovia’s Old House Preservation group, 
Caring Crafters of Monrovia, and help out at the monthly M.S. luncheons. 

 
Congratulations to Clint & Shelli, and many thanks for all of their contributions to Monrovia! 
 
 
SIDEWALK CPR PROGRAM SET TO BE HOSTED BY THE MONROVIA FIRE DEPARTMENT ON 
THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2016 
Working in collaboration with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, the Monrovia Fire 
Department has worked to coordinate a Sidewalk CPR program, which is scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, June 2, 2016, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., at Library Park.  Additional event details have been 
attached below and updated to our website at the link below for your reference.  Many thanks to Captain 
Chris Huson and the entire Monrovia Fire Department team for their assistance in coordinating and offering 
this terrific event!  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/fire/page/sidewalk-cpr-day  

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/fire/page/sidewalk-cpr-day
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POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period May 9 – 11, 2016 
has been uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past seven-
day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 426 service events, resulting in 99 total investigations. 
  
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report
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That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a 
wonderful rest of the week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 

 


