
City Manager’s Update 

 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As 
always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 
 

 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
I believe in the sacredness of a promise, that a man’s word should be as good as his bond; that character – not wealth or 
power or position – is of supreme worth.  
– John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY DEVELOPMENT STANDARD THREE-DIMENSIONAL MODELING UPDATE 
Based on direction received from both the City Council and Planning Commission, our Community Development Department 
is now working on several items associated with the proposed neighborhood compatibility single family development 
standards update.  In addition to initiating work to draft the actual proposed ordinance language, staff this past week engaged 
a new revised “autopsy” process working in partnership with Planning Commissioner Coulter Winn. 
 
Starting with the property located at 122 North Alta Vista, we have designed a unique review process that is much more 
involved than simply having staff anticipate what the redesigned project might look like assuming that our proposed 
development standard revisions were in place.  Instead, we have asked Commissioner Winn to serve as the “applicant” for a 
hypothetical project at 122 North Alta Vista, and staff will review his “proposed project” utilizing the new building envelope, 
building size, and compatibility / design review authorities included in the draft development standards update. 
 
Pursuant to this proposed autopsy process, the home at 122 North Alta Vista as currently constructed will serve as 
Commissioner Winn’s first submittal, and staff will analyze the submittal and provide feedback regarding building and design 
modifications that need to be made.  As part of this exercise, Commissioner Winn has agreed to build a 3-dimensional model 
of each submittal he makes based on comments / feedback provided by our planning staff so that we can track the evolution 
of the design of the house.  Ultimately, this proposed autopsy process of 122 North Alta Vista constitutes a much more 
authentic review than simply having staff present what we think the proposed development standards would create at the 
location. 
 
Many thanks to our Planning Division team for their tremendous work in managing the overall issues related to neighborhood 
compatibility and historic preservation – we are making progress towards solving those issues here in Monrovia, and the work 
of our team is certainly to be commended! 
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BUILDING PERMIT PULLED FOR APARTMENT PROJECT LOCATED AT FIFTH AND HUNTINGTON 
Last week, the development firm building the 5th and Huntington residential apartment project located at the southeast corner 
of Fifth Avenue and Huntington Drive pulled their final building permits.  This means that the project is moving full speed 
ahead and that the developer will be starting construction on the project within the next month or so. 
 
The housing project has been a long time coming and will replace the former self-storage facility with a new four-story, 154-
unit apartment complex, along with a small 1,340 square foot commercial space at the north corner of the building.  A rendering 
of the proposed apartment complex has been attachment below for your review and reference.  

 
 
 
HISTORIC SANTA FE DEPOT LANDMARK PROCESS –HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION SET TO CONSIDER 
THE MATTER ON MARCH 23, 2016 
On March 23, 2016, the Historic Preservation Commission will meet to consider the designation of the Monrovia Santa Fe 
Depot as a historic landmark.  The application is being made on behalf of the City, given direction provided to staff by the City 
Council, and we are excited about the possibility of finally land-marking what is arguably one of Monrovia’s most historically 
significant structures.  A copy of the staff report and application have been uploaded to our website at the link below for your 
review and reference. 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/hpc/page/historic-preservation-commission-meeting-0 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON MARCH 24, 2016 
The Monrovia Police Department will hold its Annual Awards Ceremony in the Monrovia City Council Chambers on Thursday, 
March 24, 2016, at 5:00 p.m.  The individuals being recognized with the award of a distinguished service medal include: 
 

 Officer David Andrew 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/hpc/page/historic-preservation-commission-meeting-0
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 Officer Brian Cofield 

 
 Officer John Donchig 

 
 School Resource Officer James Ruano 

 
 Police Services Representative Evelyn Ruedas 

 
A reception will follow immediately after the event in the Police Department Community Policing Room, and everyone is invited 
to attend this spectacular event! 
 
 
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY CAUCUS MS4 PERMIT MEETING HELD ON MARCH 22, 2016 IN WEST COVINA, MONROVIA 
ASKED TO SPEAK AT THE GATHERING 
State Senator Bob Huff and State Senator Ed Hernandez coordinated a San Gabriel Valley Legislative Caucus Meeting on 
March 22, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the West Covina Council Chambers (1444 West Garvey Avenue South, West Covina) to 
discuss the impacts and possible solutions to addressing the MS4 Water Permit in Los Angeles County.  The meeting was 
well attended by a variety of representatives from throughout the San Gabriel Valley, and both Senator Huff and Senator 
Hernandez committed to working with municipalities to assess potential legislative remedies to address the cost of complying 
with the MS4 Permit. 
 
A copy of the meeting agenda has been included below for your review and reference, and additionally, a presentation 
outlining how the MS4 Permit impacts Monrovia can be found on the City’s website by clicking on the following link: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citycouncil/page/city-council-meeting-65  

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citycouncil/page/city-council-meeting-65
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CITY’S MONROVIA AREA PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM SELECTED AS A FINALIST FOR THREE NEIGHBORHOOD, USA 
PROGRAM CATEGORIES 
Last week, the City was notified by the national non-profit organization Neighborhood, USA (NUSA), that the elements of the 
City’s Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) program are being considered as finalists for three NUSA award categories!  Our 
Neighborhood Services Division is to be commended for their tremendous work that resulted in the recognition from NUSA 
for the following categories: 
 

 Youth Program Award:  MAP Youth Leadership Academy 
 

 Neighborhood Program Award: MAP Care for your Neighbor Program 
 

 Newsletter Program Award: MAP Newsletter 
 
NUSA is a national non-profit organization committed to building and strengthening neighborhood organizations.  Created in 
1975 to share information and experiences used to build stronger communities, NUSA continues to encourage networking 
and information-sharing to facilitate the development of partnerships among neighborhood organizations, government, and 
the private sector for the ultimate goal of strengthening every neighborhood.   
 
 
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
During the past few months, staff has been corresponding primarily with representatives from Congress Member Napolitano’s 
office regarding the National Recreation Area (NRA) legislation, which is contained in House Resolution (HR) 3820 – San 
Gabriel Mountains, Foothills and River Protection Act (Bill).  In those conversations, we have been able to illustrate for 
Congress Member Napolitano’s staff how the proposed measure would include a huge swath of Monrovia by plotting our City 
boundaries over the proposed NRA area.  This was accomplished by utilizing our internal GIS capabilities, and a copy of the 
map that the City developed can be accessed by clicking on the following link: 
 
http://monrovia.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1d8dd88a677c4b55940a2eef015d5f05 
 
If you click on the link above, the map includes areas shaded in green, red, and blue.  Those color designations refer to the 
following items: 
 

 The area shaded in green outlines the boundaries of the existing San Gabriel Mountains National Monument. 
 

 The areas shaded in red outlines the proposed expansion area for the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument 
contemplated in the proposed NRA Bill. 
 

 The area shaded in blue outlines the proposed San Gabriel Mountains National Recreation Area proposed in the 
NRA Bill. 

 
As we have engaged in these discussions, staff has informed Congress Member Napolitano’s Office that the City Council has 
taken a formal position requesting that Monrovia be removed from the boundaries of the NRA Bill.  As we have had those 
discussions with our federal legislative representatives, staff was told that if the NRA Bill was advanced through the Natural 
Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands to either a committee hearing or committee mark-up, Congress Member 
Napolitano would consider requesting that Monrovia be removed from the boundaries of the NRA Bill.  However, Congress 
Member Napolitano’s staff also informed the City that it was very unlikely that the NRA Bill would be advanced to a committee 
hearing or committee mark-up process, as there was very little support for the measure in the House of Representatives. 
 

http://monrovia.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1d8dd88a677c4b55940a2eef015d5f05
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This past week, Congress Member Napolitano’s staff reached out to the City to let us know that the NRA Bill is still sitting in 
committee and that there does not seem to be any interest by the Natural Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands – or 
by the House of Representatives for that matter – to consider the NRA Bill in 2016.  Staff will continue to monitor the situation 
and we will most certainly let everyone know if the situation changes moving forward.  
 
 
2016 SPRING EGG HUNT AND HEALTHY KIDS DAY SET FOR MARCH 26, 2016 
The City’s annual Spring Egg Hunt and Healthy Kids Day Event will be held at Recreation Park on Saturday, March 26, 
2016!  As part of the event, the City has coordinated a special egg hunt event, and to participate, make sure you show up at 
Recreation Park when registration begins at 9:45 a.m.!  See the attached event flyer below for additional information! 
 
You won’t want to miss this signature community event, which will feature a full day of fun and activities for the entire family!  
From arts & crafts to face painting… from carnival games to a petting zoo… from wellness activities to healthy lifestyle 
demonstrations… from toddler activities to teen activities… you won’t want to miss this terrific day filled with music, fun, and 
a visit from the Spring Bunny! 
 
Many thanks to our event sponsors that help make this event possible!  The Spring Egg Hunt VIP Sponsor this year is 
Monrovia Memorial Hospital.  Other key event partners are: 
  

 Doreen Emenike, Immigration Attorney  
 

 Elaine C. Price, Allstate Insurance  
 

 Nikki Felix, Wells Fargo  
 

 Post Alarm Systems  
 

 The Sierra Family of Dealerships  
 

 Wendy’s Hamburgers. 
 
For additional information, please contact the Department of Public Services at (626) 256-8246, and we look forward to seeing 
you all out there! 
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WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT SURVEY LAUNCHED, RESPONSES REQUESTED BY THE END OF THE MONTH 
The City’s website is often the first stop for those considering visiting, shopping, starting a business, or moving to Monrovia.  It 
is our public counter that serves, engages, and informs the community 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  In an effort to ensure 
that everyone has a chance to share their input on how the City can make the website a more valuable and user-friendly 
resource, a staff committee has developed a Website Satisfaction Survey. 
 
Through the survey, we hope to gather data on the level of satisfaction that users have with our current website, the reasons 
that people visit the website, and suggestions on potential improvements.  To share your input, please click on the link below: 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2WGMNK6 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2WGMNK6
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We hope you are able to take a few minutes to share your thoughts, and if you should have any questions regarding this 
matter, please feel free to let Management Analyst Brittany Mello know – she can be reached at (626) 932-5571 or via email 
at bmello@ci.monrovia.ca.us. 
 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SET TO HOST THE MONROVIA STATION CRAFT BEER & MUSIC FESTIVAL ON APRIL 
16, 2016 FROM 2:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 
Are you ready to experience music, craft beer, and the Gold Line all happening at the same time at Monrovia’s very own 
Station Square?!?!?!   
 
The Monrovia Chamber of Commerce is hosting the Monrovia Station  Craft Beer & Music Fest on Saturday, April 16, 2016 
from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Station Square Park in Monrovia.  The unique event will celebrate amazing craft beer and 
fantastic live music!  Savor the art of craft brewing as you sample over 30+ beers from award winning breweries!  Live music 
from Go Betty Go & the Delgado Brothers will keep you entertained for hours!  And delicious food options from popular local 
vendors will be available too! 
 
Get your tickets online today by visiting: 
 
https://tickets.beerfests.com/event/monrovia-station-beer-music-fest 
 

 VIP Admission $55 (Early Entry 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
 

 General Admission $45 (2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
 

 Designated Driver $20 (2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
 

 Admission the day of $65 (if tickets still available) 
 
All proceeds will benefit the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce & Boys & Girls Club of the Foothills.  Make sure you get your 
tickets for this terrific event today!  For questions, please call the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce at (626) 358-1159. 
 
 
REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL MAP NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON 
APRIL 23, 2016 
Registration is now open for those wishing to participate in the 7th Annual Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) Neighborhood 
Conference!  The event, which will take place on Saturday, April 23, 2016, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Monrovia 
Community Center, will be themed Healthy Communities, Healthy Homes, Healthy People!  The event will feature 15 fantastic 
workshops for individuals to choose from, and the attached flier provides additional information on your options! 
 
The Neighborhood Conference continues to serve as a platform to access and promote community resources, while 
encouraging civic participation and fostering community pride.  Each year, the conference features exciting and hands-on 60 
minute workshops covering material regarding community safety, City government, community resources, and ways to 
connect in the community.  These workshops and activities have been designed for a diverse set of participants, which is why 
this Neighborhood Conference is the perfect day of casual training and networking for employees, volunteers, employers, 
board members and all residents looking to become more engaged in their communities and neighborhoods. 
 
For more information, please feel free to call (626) 932-5563.  And to register for the 7th Annual Neighborhood Conference, 
please click on the following link: 

mailto:bmello@ci.monrovia.ca.us
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7th-annual-map-neighborhood-conference-registration-20261860771 
 
 
PARTICIPATE IN THE LIBRARY’S READ, CONNECT, DISCOVER PROGRAM FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN E-READER 
TABLET! 
The Monrovia Public Library is serving as a pilot location for an adult reading program being coordinated with the group, 
California Center for the Book.  The initiative, known as the Read, Connect, Discover Adult Reading Program, is an innovative 
new program that encourages adults to read in a variety of formats and genres in order to try new things, get involved, and 
engage with others in the community through reading. 
  
Game cards are available at the Monrovia Public Library circulation and reference desks.  Once a participant has completed 
five activities in a row, they will receive an incentive prize and will be entered into a drawing to win a free e-reader tablet!  This 
fun and inspiring program is being operated from March – April, 2016, so stop by the Library and pick up your card today!  For 
additional information, feel free to contact the Library at (626) 256-8274. 
 
 
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION BEING COORDINATED BY THE LA COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT ON APRIL 9, 2016 
Looking for something fun for your family to do to celebrate Earth Day?  The LA County Sanitation District will be hosting their 
10th Annual Earth Day Event, on Saturday, April 9, 2016, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at their District offices located at 1955 
Workman Mill Road in Whittier.  There will be over 50 exhibits, earth-friendly arts / crafts, water reclamation plant / materials 
recovery facility tours, music /dance performances, face painting and much more!  For further information, please see the 
attached flyer, or visit their website at www.lacsd.org, or call (565) 908-4288 x2311.   
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7th-annual-map-neighborhood-conference-registration-20261860771
http://www.lacsd.org/
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29TH ANNUAL MONROVIA ARBOR DAY CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 28, 2016 
The 29th Annual Arbor Day Ceremony is scheduled to take place on Thursday, April 28, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. in Station Square 
Park, 1601 South Myrtle Avenue.  The event, which is being hosted by the Youth Commission and the Teen Advisory Board, 
will include coordination with our Public Works team to determine the location and type of tree to be planted at the park that 
day.  A representative from the L.A. Forestry Division has been invited to attend and present the annual Arbor Day Award. 
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6TH ANNUAL FOUNTAIN TO THE FALLS RUN / WALK EVENT & YMCA HEALTH FAIR SCHEDULED FOR MAY 7, 2016 
Get out your running shoes, because the 6th annual Fountain to the Falls Run / Walk is coming soon!  The 6.38 mile out-and-
back race, from the Library Park Fountain to the Canyon Park Waterfall, is being coordinated to take place on Saturday, May 
7, 2016, at 7:00 a.m., in cooperation with the Santa Anita Family YMCA.  This annual race will start at Monrovia Library Park 
(321 South Myrtle Avenue), and all registered participants will receive a t-shirt and participation ribbon.  Medals will be 
awarded to the best time for male and female participants, and for first place through third place in each age category.  Also, 
the race is limited to a maximum of 325 participants.  
 
Early registration (now through May 4) allows for a discounted registration fee of $35, while event day registration is $45 per 
participant.  Registration is now available on-line at https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/.  Please note that registration will be 
accepted through May 7, 2016, or until the event hits 325 participants.  For additional information, please contact the Public 
Services Department at (626) 256-8246. 

https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/
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THE MONROVIA DAY PARADE IS BACK ON MAY 14, 2016, AND ACTIVITIES ARE PLANNED FROM MAY 13 – 15, 2016 
Monrovia Day promises to be very special this year, because in addition to the activities we have come to enjoy as a 
community these past few years, the City and the School District have agreed to partner to bring back the Monrovia Days 
Parade!  From May 13 – 15, 2016, events that will be taking place include: 
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 Friday, May 13, 2016 – Special activities are planned to take place Old Town Monrovia! 

 
 Saturday, May 14, 2016 – Centre Stage, the City, and the School District will be partnering to present the Monrovia 

Days Community Parade & Festival in Old Town Monrovia! 
 

 Sunday, May 15, 2016 – the Monrovia Days Music Festival will take place in Library Park! 
 
Stay tuned for additional Monrovia Days information, and mark your calendars for May 13 -15, 2016, to celebrate Monrovia’s 
130th Birthday in style!   
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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been uploaded to our website for your review, 
and focuses on the FAA extension, President Obama’s Supreme Court Justice nominee, immigration green card issues, and 
a note on the congressional calendar.  That federal legislative report can be accessed by clicking on the following link below: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates  
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period March 14 – March 16, 2016 has 
been included for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 
407 service events, resulting in 92 total investigations.  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the 
week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
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