
City Manager’s Update 

 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As 
always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 
 

 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
I am always doing that which I cannot do, in order that I may learn how to do it. 
– Pablo Picasso 
 
 
DIRECTLY ELECTED MAYOR VS. ROTATIONAL MAYOR – PUBLIC OUTREACH SCHEDULE ESTABLISHED 
Recently, the Monrovia City Council unanimously requested that staff look into the City’s established process for selecting the 
Mayor.  Currently, the City utilizes a directly elected Mayor governance structure where the Mayor is elected once every two 
years in odd-numbered years.  However, the vast majority of cities similar to Monrovia rotate the position of Mayor amongst 
the members of the elected City Council. 
 
In fact, a survey that was recently completed illustrates that 78% of cities in the San Gabriel Valley with a population of under 
100,000 people utilize a governance structure whereby the position of Mayor is rotated between all members of the City 
Council. 
 
As part of the review process, the City created a Directly Elected Mayor Advisory Review Committee (Committee) to assist 
with the assessment of our current system of selecting the Mayor.  The Committee is made up of individuals from a wide 
cross-section of Monrovia and includes a former city manager, two current elected officials, the executive director of a chamber 
of commerce, and a member of a City commission.  The individuals on the committee include: 
 

 Steve Baker, current Elected City Treasurer & City Historian 
 Don Hopper, former City Manager 
 Karen MacNair, current Chamber Executive Director 
 Joanne Montgomery, current Elected Citrus College Board of Trustee Member 
 Brian Ulm, current City Community Services Commission Member 

 
During the past several months, the Committee has met a few times to assess different options available to the City.  Based 
on the work that has been coordinated to date, a series of public outreach meetings have been scheduled to provide additional 
information regarding the overall situation, and to solicit feedback regarding the proposal to change the way that Monrovia 
selects its Mayor. 
 

mailto:ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us


City Manager’s Update 

 

To that end, the outreach meetings have been scheduled to take place as follows: 
 

 June 9, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
o Library Community Room 
o 321 South Myrtle Avenue, Monrovia 

 
 June 14, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. 

o Monrovia Chamber of Commerce 
o 620 South Myrtle Avenue, Monrovia 

 
 June 22, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

o Wine of the Month Club (former Calvary Chapel site at Station Square) 
o 123 West Pomona Avenue, Monrovia 

 
As part of the outreach effort, City staff will also be meeting with all City Boards and Commissions during the next several 
weeks to discuss the proposed transition from having a directly elected Mayor to a system of governance where the position 
of Mayor is rotated between members of the elected City Council. 
 
As these outreach meetings occur, it is important to note… the decision regarding whether or not we will change the 
way that we select the Mayor is not a decision that can be made by the City.  Ultimately, the voters of Monrovia will 
have to decide if it makes sense to transition our governance structure from a directly elected Mayor to one where 
the position of Mayor rotates between the elected members of the City Council. 
 
For additional information regarding this particular issue, and for an opportunity to take a survey that the City has developed 
regarding the matter, please visit the City’s website at the link below: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/mayoral-governance-structure-community-meetings 
 
 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION SCHEDULED 
FOR JUNE 20, 2016 AT 7:00 P.M. 
During the past few months, in response to mansionization concerns in the community, staff has been working to analyze and 
refine different options related to updating both our development standards and our historic preservation ordinance.  To this 
point in time, the public discussions have centered primarily on refinements to our development standards, and we have 
engaged a number of different mechanisms related to that particular review. 
 
Simultaneous to the work that has been coordinated to update our development standards has been an in-depth assessment 
of our overall historic preservation ordinance.  With one of the most robust historic preservation programs in the San Gabriel 
Valley, we are certainly proud of the fact that we have 137 landmarked facilities here in Monrovia!  The current discussions 
related to mansionization concerns has given us an opportunity to reassess our overall historic preservation program, and 
based on the work that has been completed to date, we have developed a series of options for consideration. 
 
In order to provide an appropriate venue for an initial review of those options, we have coordinated a joint Study Session 
meeting of the City Council and the Historic Preservation Commission to take place on Monday, June 20, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the City Council Chambers.  Please feel free to come be part of the discussion regarding this important topic. 
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RAW INSPIRATION CONTRACT DISCUSSIONS FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE CITY’S WEEKLY STREET FAIR EVENT 
CONTINUING 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that staff has had additional discussions this past week with representatives from Raw 
Inspiration regarding coordination of our Friday Night Family Street Fair event.  The conversation went well and based on our 
discussions to date, we do believe that an overall Franchise Agreement will be ready for City Council consideration on June 
21, 2016. 
 
 
CITY TOWING SERVICES CONTRACT OUT TO BID 
We recently issued an RFP for the City’s towing services contract, given that our current agreement with Foothill Towing is 
scheduled to expire on June 30, 2016.  As part of the RFP, we required that the selected operator maintain a business office 
and a storage and impound lot here in Monrovia in order to provide our residents who have had their vehicles towed with 
easier access to retrieve a towed vehicle.  A copy of the RFP has been uploaded to our website at the link below for your 
review and reference. 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/cityclerksoffice/page/rfp-monrovia-tow-services  
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION BEGINS TOURS OF OTHER COMMUNITY CENTERS AS PART OF NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT REVIEW 
During the past several weeks, staff has been coordinating an overall needs assessment review of the City’s Community 
Center facility with the Community Services Commission (Commission).  As part of the review, the Commission has assessed 
our current facility programming needs, reviewed deficiencies with the current Community Center, and also considered 
additional refinements that should be made to the building. 
 
In an effort to conduct a complete thorough review, staff has also worked with the Commission to begin touring community 
centers in other communities.  This past week, representatives from the Commission, Council Member Spicer (who serves 
as the City Council liaison to the Commission), and staff all participated in a tour of the Arcadia and Duarte community centers.  
In the coming weeks, additional tours will be conducted of other community center facilities located in the San Gabriel Valley, 
and we hope to complete this initial needs assessment review within the next few months.   
 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN – REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION (RFQ) 
On June 6, 2016, the City issued a RFQ for qualified firms or consultants to help update our Park Master Plan and Recreation 
/ Open Space Element of the General Plan.  A copy of that RFQ has been uploaded to our website at the link below for your 
review and reference.  The City has a strong commitment to providing premier park facilities and programs for our citizens 
and this plan should guide the development of parks as we move into the future.  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/cityclerksoffice/page/rfq-park-master-plan 
 
Pursuant to the RFQ process, proposals are due Thursday, July 14, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.  For more information, please contact 
Tina Cherry, Director of Public Services at (626) 256-8226, or via email at tcherry@ci,monrovia.ca.us.  
 
 
UPDATES ON THE MONROVIA HIGH SCHOOL POOL  
During the past several weeks, the School District has been making improvements to the High School Pool.  Repairs that are 
being coordinated include lighting, tile, and re-plastering related enhancements.  Furthermore, all of the identified 
improvements are necessary to meet the Health Department standards.  
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Unfortunately, due to several project delays, the plaster project will not begin until June 20, 2016.  As a result of the delay, all 
of the identified work is not expected to be completed until August 2016. 
 
As a result of the project delay, MAX Aquatics is canceling their summer swim program and will be issuing a full refund to all 
registered participants.  Below is the message that MAX Aquatic Coach, Michael Jafari, sent to all program participants. 
 

Good afternoon MAX Aquatics Lesson Family, 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I regret to inform you that we have just received information from the City of 
Monrovia and MUSD that construction on the facility will not be complete for the entirety of our Lesson 
Program. 
 
As a result, we have to regrettably cancel ALL sessions. You are receiving this email because you have 
already purchased and scheduled your athlete’s lesson. This is the first time in the history of MAX Aquatics 
that we have had to cancel our membership. For those who have run lessons with MAX Aquatics previously, 
you understand we are customer service orientated. We pride ourselves on delivering the best lessons to our 
community in the most convenient way possible to you. We have only recently been informed of this 
information from MUSD and hope to accommodate you by informing you as soon as possible so you may 
plan for the rest of your summer. 
 
Please understand that this is out of MAX Aquatic’s control and we will do everything within our power to help 
accommodate you. This construction not only effects MAX Aquatics lessons, but also MAX Aquatics USA 
Swimming’s Club team, the MHS water polo team, Wildcat Club Polo, and all those hired as instructors. 
 
MAX Aquatics will immediately refund all Lessons. In addition, we will continue to honor our 20% discount 
into next year’s registration as desired.  
 
The MAX Aquatics Staff completely understands the inconvenience this causes and hopes that you will 
continue to register for future Sessions. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the pool closure, your refund, your future discount, or how it will affect 
the greater Aquatics community, please feel free to email me directly atMAXcoachMichael@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for being a part of the MAX Aquatics Family, 
 
Coach Michael Jafari 
MAX Aquatics 
www.MAXaquatics.org 

 
 
MONROVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOSTING THE FIRST OF FOUR HISTORIC MONROVIA DRIVING TOURS ON JUNE 
18, 2016 – SIGN UP TODAY BEFORE ALL OF THE SPACES ARE SOLD OUT! 
So you think you know about Monrovia?  But do you really? 
 
For instance, do you know… 

 
1. What animals were most common in Monrovia in 1885? (hint: not bears) 
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2. Who lived here in 1800? (hint: a trick question) 
 

3. What were tigers doing here in 1860’s winter? 
 

4. What was the nationality of the workers who cleared the land for development?  What were their orders?  
 
On June 18, 2016, you have a rare chance to learn things about Monrovia that you never heard before.  Who were the people 
behind the names you know? 
 

 
Advertisement from the Monrovia Messenger, January 14, 1892 

 
Our City Historian, Steve Baker, will lead a group of 15 lucky people, riding in an air-conditioned van through the northwestern 
quarter of Monrovia.  He’ll begin at the very spot when Mr. & Mrs. Monroe first fell in love with the area, then take you to where 
they camped as they planned to build their homes, before the first land sale was held and tell you about the other fathers (and 
mothers) of our wonderful city.   
 
You’ll learn why some of the city lots are big, some small, where the names of our streets came from and the beginnings of 
our train and water systems.  Who knew that famous architects – one who designed LA’s City Hall and another behind the 
grand Victorians of San Francisco – designed some of our buildings? You’ll see how city blocks then filled with all styles (from 
‘kit’ houses to prime examples of period architectural) to create our eclectic neighborhoods. You’ll be entertained, enlightened, 
and gain a new sense of how Monrovia became the ‘Gem’ it is today.  
 

 
City Historian and Storyteller Extraordinaire Steve Baker 
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There are two tours on Saturday, June 18, 2016… at 1:00 p.m. and at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Tickets are $50 per person per tour ($40 for Monrovia Historical Society members).  Proceeds go to the Monrovia Historical 
Society to help us preserve and share our city’s history.   
 
To buy tickets, you can visit the Monrovia Community Center Monday – Thursday, or contact the Monrovia Historical Society 
for tickets by calling (626) 256-3423, or emailing monroviahistoricalsociety1898@gmail.com. 
 

Also, keep in mind that June 18, 2016, is the first of four Historic Driving Tours.  The initial Tour 1 covers the Northwest 
quadrant of the city (west of Myrtle and north of Foothill) and the city’s origins.   
 
Tours of the other 3 quadrants will follow: 
 

 Northeast Monrovia: July 17, 2016 (11 a.m. or 2 p.m.) 
 Southeast Monrovia: August 13, 2016 (1 p.m. or 3:30 p.m.) 
 Southwest Monrovia: October 16, 2016 (11 a.m. or 2 p.m.) 

 
Also of note… for non-Historical Society members, you can receive a $25 discount off total ticket price for buying all 4 tours 
together! 
 
Be sure to save these dates and register early… because space is very limited and you don’t want to miss these 
tours!!! 
 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE SUMMER YOUTH EVENT SCHEDULED TO KICK-OFF ON FRIDAY, JULY 1, 2016 
During the past several weeks, our Public Services Department has been working to develop the annual Friday Night Live 
summer youth program in Library Park, and everything has been coordinated to allow the program to begin on Friday, July 1, 
2016.  This week, the City will be hosting additional meetings with the School District, service clubs, and also representatives 
from our Chaplain program, and we are excited to be able to launch this terrific summer youth program! 
 
 
ARTPAL CREATIVE COLLABORATION CONTEST PROGRAM COORDINATED WITH MT. SIERRA COLLEGE 
In continuing our partnership with Mt. Sierra College, the City’s Library is working to kick start the Summer Reading Program 
by encouraging everyone to participate in the ARTpal Design Contest! 
 
What is ARTpal, you may ask? 
 
Working in collaboration with Mt. Sierra College, the Library has developed the activity ARTpal to encourage creativity by 
introducing children and teens to the creative arts.  ARTpal is similar to the pen pal process, in which a child shares their work 
with a college student at Mt. Sierra.  The college student will then re-design the child’s creative writing or artwork using their 
own artistic style.  The child and the student will then collaborate on a creative idea and share a design experience.  And the 
theme for the project is Read! – For the Win! 
 
The competition is open to all K-12 students in Monrovia, and entries must be received by June 30, 2016, at 5:00 p.m.  For 
additional information, please visit the Library or call (626) 256-8274!   
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NATIVE AMERICAN EXHIBIT OPENING A SUCCESS! 
On May 28, 2016, Canyon Park hosted the Grand Opening of the much anticipated Native American Exhibit at the Nature 
Center!  As the pictures attached below outline, the work that staff has been planning and acquiring over the past two years 
really paid off!  Representatives from the Tongva and Chumash nations were in attendance to honor and support this long-
awaited opening, and attendees joined in activities such as making jewelry with Native American tools, listening to stories 
from Native American elders, and applying Native American face paint.  A highlight from the ceremony included a blessing by 
tribal member Michael Avila. 
 

 
 

 
 
If you have some time this summer, be sure to make plans to stop by the Canyon Park Nature Center and enjoy this permanent 
exhibit showcasing the heritage of our regional Native Americans! 
 
 
SPRING YOUTH SPORTS AWARDS CEREMONY A SMASHING SUCCESS 
Last week, Monrovia Youth Sports held their Spring Youth Awards Ceremony.  Over 200 family members celebrated a 
successful soccer season and recognized 180 Youth Sports Participants.  Those in attendance enjoyed an inspirational 
speech given by Monrovia High School’s Renaissance Leader, Paul Dols, who shared the significance of involvement in youth 
sports programs.  Each team was recognized by their coaches and the championship trophy was awarded to the Bradoaks 
Bobcats.  The evening concluded with a slideshow commemorating a season of wins, losses, sportsmanship, and most 
importantly fun! 
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SIGN UP FOR MONROVIA RENEWAL CITYWIDE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT NEWS AND UPDATES 
Have you heard about the Monrovia Renewal program, which is geared toward repairing critical water, sewer, and road system 
infrastructure throughout the community?  Well, there’s a lot of capital improvement work that the City will be engaged in 
during the next few years, and now, you can stay up to date on all things related to Monrovia Renewal by signing-up to receive 
project updates and construction notices! 
 
Please see the attached flyer which outlines how to sign-up for more information, or, simply click on the link below and 
following the steps to subscribe! 
 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal 
 

 
 
 
FAMILY HIKE & CAMPOUT PROGRAM SET FOR JUNE 11-12, 2016, AND AUGUST 13-14, 2016 – SIGN-UP TODAY! 
Have you ever wanted to do a fun family hike and overnight camping trip in Canyon Park?  If so… we have just the program 
for you!  The Public Services Department has developed updates to the very popular Canyon Park Family Hike & Campout 
event! 
 
We will have two event dates, including June 11-12, 2016, and August 13-14, 2016, and we hope that you’ll sign-up today for 
the terrific program!  Event participants will be able to go on guided day and night hikes, eat BBQ’d hotdogs and hamburgers, 
and roast marshmallows… all while spending an evening in a tent underneath the stars in Canyon Park!  In addition, we have 
a variety of activities planned for families that sign-up, including Saturday evening story time events hosted by our Library 
staff, and also a Sunday morning pancake breakfast hosted by our Fire Department! 
 
If you are interested in participating, please see the flyer attached below, or contact Eugene Suk, Hillside Wilderness Preserve 
Supervisor, at (626) 256-8281, or via email at esuk@ci.monrovia.ca.us!  
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2016 MONROVIA LIBRARY SUMMER READING PROGRAM READY TO BEGIN ON JUNE 13, 2016, REGISTER TODAY! 
Can you believe that summer is already here?  In addition to hanging out at the beach, taking a summer vacation, and 
relaxing… make sure you mix in some reading, as the Monrovia Library summer reading program is ready to kick off on June 
13, 2016!  The program, which will run through July 30, 2016, allows participants to engage in a coordinated reading program, 
with bookmarks, prizes, and drawings for cool gear!   
 
As part of the Summer Reading Program, the Library will be hosting a kick-off event on Thursday, June 16, 2016, from 6:00 
p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at Station Square Park, where you can meet Fantastick Patrick, the one Man Circus Band!  The performance 
promises to be filled with laughs, juggling, music, a 10-foot high unicycle, and other “fantastic” tricks.  Make sure you swing 
by for the fun and festivities!  
 
The program is free for everyone, from babies, to children, to teens, to adults!  So make sure you register!  Just visit us online 
at: 
 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/library 
 
Or… feel free to drop by the Library and sign-up in person!  We’re looking forward to reading with you! 
 
 
AQMD LEAF BLOWER EXCHANGE PROGRAM NOW UP AND RUNNING! 
Last week, the South Coast AQMD notified us that their Leaf Blower Exchange Program was now accepting registration for 
those interested in exchange their gas powered leaf blower for a battery powered zero emission model! 
 
The 2016 Commercial Leaf Blower Exchange Program is offering another opportunity to exchange a commercial gasoline-
powered backpack leaf blower for a zero emission, battery-powered STIHL blower.  There are two models to choose from, 
including the BGA 85 battery-powered, hand-held blower, which is a $200 with trade-in and includes the battery and rapid 
charger.  In addition, the BGA 100 hand-held blower is $600 with trade-in and includes the AR 900 backpack lithium-ion 
battery and high speed charger. 
 
Pre-registration is required to secure your exchange date and location.  There are three different dates in July 2016 and six 
locations to choose from.  For additional information regarding the program, please see the flyer attached below, or call the 
South Coast AQMD toll free at 1-888-425-6247 Tuesday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to register and to request 
additional information! 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been uploaded to our website at the link below 
for your review.  This most recent report focuses on the unfinished Congressional business, including updates on the Zika 
Virus, the Puerto Rico debt crisis, the Opioid Epidemic, the Flint Water Crisis, spending bills, criminal justice program 
overhauls, and FAA reauthorization processes. 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates  
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period May 30 – June 1, 2016 has been 
included for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 412 
service events, resulting in 66 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the 
week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
 
 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
Cell: (310) 663-9837 
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