
City Manager’s Update 
 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
 
Hello Monrovians! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As 
always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue moving through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times 
of challenge and controversy. 
– Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 
 
STATION SQUARE PARK DEDICATION EVENT SET FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2016 AT 11:00 A.M. 
The City is excited to share that a celebration event dedicating Station Square Park (1601 South Myrtle Avenue) has been 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, January 23, 2016.  As the attached event invitation outlines, the program is scheduled 
to begin with the Park Dedication at 11:00 a.m., and will continue until 2:00 p.m., with activities that include live entertainment 
by the Delgado Brothers, arts & crafts for children, a Canyon Park critter display, giveaways, refreshments, trackless train 
rides for kids, and much more fun for the entire family!   
 
In addition to the City dedication event, LA Metro will also be on hand to distribute important information regarding train safety 
and other Gold Line related materials.  Please see the attached event invitation for additional information, and please make 
plans to be part of this momentous occasion celebrating the opening of Monrovia’s newest park!  Also, please note that in the 
event of rain on Saturday, January 23, 2016, the Station Square Park Dedication Event will be moved to February 6, 2016. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM SPICER’S MOTHER PASSES AWAY, SERVICES SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 
2016, AT 1:00 P.M. 
On Tuesday, January 12, 2016, Geneva Monroe Spicer, mother to Mayor Pro Tem Larry Spicer, passed away.  Born April 
26, 1931, Mrs. Spicer was a 62 year resident of Monrovia, having moved to our community in 1954.  Having been bestowed 
the title of Mother Spicer by Second Baptist Church of Monrovia, Mrs. Spicer was an active member of the community and 
also served faithfully as a foster care parent for Los Angeles County.   
 
Services for Mrs. Spicer are scheduled to be held on Saturday, January 23, 2016, at Second Baptist Church (925 South 
Shamrock Avenue, Monrovia) at 1:00 p.m., and our thoughts and prayers are with the entire Spicer family during this difficult 
time. 
 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT STANDARD ADJUSTMENTS PURSUANT TO OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD STUDY SET TO BEGIN STARTING JANUARY 25, 2016 
Based on concerns about the potential impact of new development on the character of Monrovia’s neighborhoods, the City 
has been engaged in an extensive review of our current development regulations.  Over the past year, numerous community 
meetings, commission deliberations, and City Council assessments have been coordinated to discuss concerns related to 
new development.   
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With the input received, City staff has developed an outline of proposed modifications to our development standards.  
However, prior to presenting the proposed adjustments to the Planning Commission and City Council for formal review and 
consideration, a series of community meetings have been scheduled to review the proposed adjustments.   
 
The first meeting we have coordinated is targeted to receive feedback from interested realtors, brokers, and developers.  That 
meeting has been scheduled to take place on Monday, January 25, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at Monrovia City Hall (415 South 
Ivy Avenue, Monrovia). 
 
Additional outreach meetings are being coordinated pursuant to the following tentative schedule: 
 

 Thursday, January 28, 2016 @ 7:00 p.m. – MOHPG Meeting at the Monrovia Public Library in the Community 
Room 

 Monday, February 1, 2016 @ 7:00 p.m. – General Community Meeting / MAP at the Monrovia Public Library in 
the Community Room 

 

Following those outreach meeting sessions, staff will be presenting the feedback received on our proposed development 
standard modifications to the City Council and the Planning Commission at the following Study Session meetings: 
 

 Tuesday, February 2, 2016 @ 6:00 p.m. – City Council Study Session at Monrovia City Hall 
 Wednesday, February 10, 2016 @ 6:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Study Session at Monrovia City Hall 

 
Finally, after obtaining additional feedback from the City Council and the Planning Commission in a Study Session format, we 
plan on coordinating formal consideration and public hearings regarding the proposed development standard adjustments 
pursuant to the following schedule: 

 
 Formal Planning Commission Review – March 9, 2016 
 City Council, First Reading – April 5, 2016 
 City Council, Second Reading – April 19, 2016 
 Effective date of new development standards – May 19, 2016 (Construction Moratorium Repeal Date) 

 
We will continue to refine the outreach plan and will be sure to share additional meeting times / locations as soon as those 
details are finalized.  Also, additional information about the process, the issues, and the moratoria are available on the City’s 
website at the following address: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/page/moritoria-demolition-and-construction 
 
 
 
 
EWMP WATER BOARD MEETING RECAP 
Last week, the Rio Hondo / San Gabriel River Watershed EWMP Group, of which Monrovia is a member, hosted a meeting 
with representatives from the State Water Resources Control Board.  The meeting was designed to allow our EWMP group 
an opportunity to discuss issues related to the implementation of stormwater treatment projects associated with our overall 
MS4 permit.  As you may recall, based on initial cost estimates, the identified projects associated with coming into compliance 
with our MS4 Permit total $1.4 billion for our overall EWMP group, and $214.15 million for the City of Monrovia.   
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/page/moritoria-demolition-and-construction
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Council Member Crudgington attended the meeting with staff, and while good dialogue occurred during the meeting, the 
representatives from the State Water Resources Control Board were unapologetic about the implications that we face in 
complying with the provisions of our MS4 Permit, which mandate the completion of significant capital projects by 2017.  
Furthermore, it is our sense that even under the best case realistic scenario regarding progress that we can make during the 
next few months, the indications we received from the State Water Resources Control Board staff point to a situation where 
we will likely be at odds with the State regarding this particular matter moving forward.  We will continue to work on managing 
this process, and will of course be certain to keep everyone apprised of our progress moving forward.   
 
 
 
THAT’S A WRAP – HISTORIC SANTA FE DEPOT FENCING WRAP INSTALLED LAST WEEK! 
As we continue to make preparations for the opening of Station Square Park, our team installed a wrapped fence around the 
Historic Santa Fe Depot last week.  As the photo below illustrates, the fence we installed has a wonderful wrap that provides 
both practical and aesthetic value.  From a practical perspective, with Station Square Park set to be open later this week, we 
wanted to be sure to secure the Historic Santa Fe Depot once the area is open to the public.  In addition, given that the 
development team over at Daylight Limited, LLC, is working on rehabilitating the Historic Santa Fe Depot, and since the 
proposed renovation timeline will last through late 2016, we wanted to be sure to give the fence a bit of aesthetic value. 
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MONROVIA POLICE DEPARTMENT NOW ON NEXTDOOR.COM 
Last week, the Monrovia Police Department established a presence on Nextdoor.com.  We engaged this new communication 
mechanism after receiving an increasing number of public safety related questions through the social media medium.  We 
plan on using Nextdoor.com to share information on crime prevention, safety, public events, and emergency notifications.  It 
is important to note, however, that we established our presence on Nextdoor.com in such a way that the Monrovia Police 
Department staff will not be able to see any of the content posted on neighborhood sites, except for the direct replies to City 
posts.  Furthermore, we would like to note  that Nextdoor.com is not the appropriate way to request emergency services, 
police services, report criminal / suspicious activity, or file a report.  Rather, we established the presence on Nextdoor.com in 
an effort to build stronger, safer neighborhoods throughout Monrovia.   
 
Additional information on this overall initiative can be found online at: 
 
https://nextdoor.com/agency/ca/monrovia/monrovia-police-department/ 
 
 
 
MONROVIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SET TO HOST THEIR ANNUAL AWARDS GALA ON JANUARY 29, 2016 
Just a reminder that the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce is inviting the community to attend their premier Awards Gala & 
Membership Dinner, which is scheduled to take place on Friday, January 29, 2016, at the Courtyard Marriott (700 West 
Huntington Drive).  The event, which is themed, “An Evening with the Stars,” will have a social hour beginning at 6:00 p.m., 
with dinner being served at 7:00 p.m.  At the event, the recipients of the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards will 
be recognized, including: 
 

 The Iris Award, Janet Wall 
 The Monroe Award, BMW Monrovia  
 The Dick Lord Award, Alfredo Mejia (CIBA Real Estate) 
 Military Service and Stewardship Award, Hector Elizalde 

 
To register for the event, please visit the following website: 
 
http://tinyurl.com/go8db5o 
 
 
 
SANDBAGS AND GRAVEL STILL AVAILABLE FOR MONROVIA RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES 
As a reminder, the storm season is just beginning and the City has sandbags available for all residents and businesses at the 
following locations: 
 

 Public Services Corporate Yard (600 S. Mountain Avenue, from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday) 
 Community Center (119 W Palm Ave from 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday; and 8:00 a.m.-5:00 

p.m. on Friday) 
 Monrovia Fire Station 101 (141 East Lemon Avenue) and Fire Station 102 (2055 South Myrtle Avenue) 
 Please note… residents may request up to 25 bags per resident, however, special circumstances may a llow for 

the distribution of additional bags 
 

Gravel collection is available on a self-service basis (residents need to bring a shovel, safety goggles, and gloves) for resident 
use in a containers located at the following places:  

http://www.nextdoor.com/
http://www.nextdoor.com/
http://www.nextdoor.com/
http://www.nextdoor.com/
http://www.nextdoor.com/
https://nextdoor.com/agency/ca/monrovia/monrovia-police-department/
http://tinyurl.com/go8db5o
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 900 Block of Crescent (between Madison and El Nido)  
 352 Hill Street (North-East corner of Hill Street and Prospect Avenue) 
 Recreation Park (near Barney Glen Baseball Field Parking Lot) 
 Please note… City staff will be on-call and available to help with filling gravel bags for residents in need of 

assistance.  Please call (626) 932-5575 for additional information. 
 
Moving forward, the City is continuing to coordinate storm clean-up efforts throughout the community.  If you notice mud and 
debris in the streets, or if you have any questions / concerns, please feel free to contact the Monrovia Public Services 
Department at (626) 932-5575.  
 
 
 
MONROVIA PUBLIC LIBRARY CELEBRATES MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., the Library has established a display which provides community members with an 
opportunity to respond to Dr. King’s quote: 
 

Life's most persistent and urgent question is… what are you doing for others? 
 
The response that we have received from the community has been wonderful, as individuals of all ages have been responding 
to the display.  This overall program encourages self-introspection and is certainly one way that we continue to help make Dr. 
King’s dream a reality. 
 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ASSIST FOR THE 2016 POINT-IN-TIME HOMELESS COUNT ON JANUARY 26, 2016 
The City will be participating in the 2016 Point-In-Time Homeless Count, an annual event coordinated by the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority, which is set to take place this year on January 26, 2016.  This important event is held annually 
to determine how many people in the area are homeless, and the data collected is used to better design programs and deploy 
resources to serve the homeless population.  
 
On the evening of the count (January 26, 2016), any volunteers interested in participating are being asked to arrive at the 
Monrovia Community Center by 8:00 p.m.  A volunteer training and orientation session will occur at that time, and the actual 
count is expected to begin at 9:00 p.m.  Please see the flier below regarding the program.  
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In addition to volunteers, representatives from the City’s Public Services Department, Police Department, and Community 
Development Department will be working together to coordinate the City’s involvement in the 2016 Point-In-Time Homeless 
County.   
 
 
 
SANDBAG SATURDAY EVENT A SUCCESS, FINAL EL NIÑO PREPAREDNESS EVENT HOSTED BY THE CITY ON 
JANUARY 21, 2016 
The Sand Bag Saturday Event, which was held on Saturday, January 9, 2016, was a huge success!  We distributed over 
1,500 sandbags that day, and ABC 7 provided news coverage of the event.  As an added surprise, during the event, the 
Helpful Honda People (yes, it appears that they are real… and yes, they do wear blue shirts!) stopped by and helped our 
team fill sandbags!   
 
Many thanks to all of the volunteers who participated to make the event possible, including CERT Volunteers, Fire Explorers, 
Fire Cadets, Fire Department Personnel, Public Services Staff, and other City staff members who volunteered their time to 
assist. 
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In addition, we wanted to share that our final El Niño Community Preparedness event is scheduled to take place on 
January 21, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. at the Library Community Room.  This event is being held in conjunction with the Office of 
Senator Carol Liu, and the County of Los Angeles Office of Emergency Management and the National Weather Service will 
also be presenting topics.  In addition, the Office of Assembly Member Chris Holden is also assisting with the event.  A flyer 
publicizing the event has been included below your review / reference.   
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Furthermore, the City has established an El Niño Preparedness webpage, which can be accessed at: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/fire/page/el-ni%C3%B1o-preparedness 
 
We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
WILDLIFE WENDY TROPICAL BIRD SHOW WAS A SUCCESS! 
On Saturday, January 9, 2016, the Library hosted an entertaining and educational show for the whole family.  Wildlife Wendy’s 
Tropical Bird Show presented eight of their colorful and very talented parrots.  These amazing birds talked, performed tricks, 
and even showed off their wing span by flying across the Library.  Participants learned about how parrots are cared for, what 
they eat, and their expected lifespan.  One of the stars of the show was a 36 year old parrot who loved being the center of 
attention.  There were 187 people in attendance, and at the end of the show, families were allowed to take photos with one 
of their new multicolored friends perched on their shoulder.  The beautiful birds certainly helped provide participants with a 
highlight for their day.  
 
 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/fire/page/el-ni%C3%B1o-preparedness
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CONSERVATION CALENDAR ENTRIES ARE ON DISPLAY AT THE LIBRARY 
Recently, our team at the Library established a new display in the Youth Services Room to highlight the 115 entries we 
received for the 2016 Water Conservation Calendar Contest.  The contest, which was open to all Monrovia 5th grade students, 
resulted in some terrific entries, and all of the submittals will be on display through the end of the month (see the attached 
photo).  Make plans to stop by and see these delightful designs inspired by conservation in Monrovia!  And while you are at 
the Library, don’t forget to pick up a 2016 Conservation Calendar! 
 

 
 
 
 
BICYCLE MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 3, 2016 
On Wednesday, February 3, 2016, the City will be hosting a Community Open House Workshop to discuss our Bicycle Master 
Plan.  The workshop will be hosted at the Monrovia Community Center (119 West Palm Avenue) and the meeting begins at 
6:00 p.m.  However, there will also be a pre-workshop bicycle ride, and for those interested in participating, meet at 5:00 p.m. 
at the bicycle rack in Library Park.  Please see the attached flyer for additional information. 
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PARK MASTER PLAN NEEDS ASSESSMENT MEETING BEING COORDINATED TO TAKE PLACE ON JANUARY 30, 
2016, AND FEBRUARY 6, 2016 
The City of Monrovia would like to invite community members to attend the Monrovia and Los Angeles County Parks & 
Recreation Needs Assessment meeting.  We have scheduled two workshops, which will be held on: 
 

 Saturday, January 30, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the Library Community Room (321 S. Myrtle Avenue) 
 Saturday, February 6, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at Fire Station 102 (2055 S. Myrtle Avenue)  

 
The City has recently completed an inventory of existing parks, recreation facilities, and open space, including an assessment 
of what kind of shape those facilities are in.  The next step in the assessment process involves hearing from the community 
regarding what you would like to see in our parks.  A few of the topics that will be discussed at the workshops include: 
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 The current state of our park and recreation facilities, and open space areas  
 Which parks are in need of repair or expansion?  
 What type of recreation is most needed?  
 Where do we need new parks or recreation facilities? 

 
Working together, the City hopes to create a list of park priorities for our Monrovia.  Please note… a continental breakfast will 
be provided at both meetings, so please make plans to participate!  For more information, please contact the Monrovia Public 
Services Department at (626) 256-8246. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been uploaded to our website at the link below 
for your review and focuses on law enforcement news, Speaker Ryan’s plan to hold a veto override of the Reconciliation Bill, 
internal House GOP news, and President Obama’s plan to unveil his FY 2017 budget request. 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates  
 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period January 11 – 13, 2016 has been 
uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia 
Police Department handled 354 service events, resulting in 63 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the 
week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
__________________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
 
City of Monrovia  
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA 91016 
Office: (626) 932-5501 
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