
City Manager’s Update 
 

Tuesday, August 9, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  
As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
This is the first test of a gentleman [or gentlewoman]: his [or her] respect for those who can be of no possible value to him 
[or her]. 
– William Lyon Phelps 
 
 
UPDATE ON FORMER ALBERTSON’S SHOPPING CENTER REDEVELOPMENT PLANS 
Last week, we had an opportunity to connect with representatives from Warner Pacific Properties, the firm that purchased 
the former Albertson’s shopping center.  As you may recall, we have had discussions with the new development firm 
regarding their intentions for the site, and staff has been told on multiple occasions that Warner Pacific intendeds to 
subdivide the available +/- 91,000 square feet of building space for three different users.  Subsequent to those discussions, 
staff has had a few discussions with an architect representing the developer regarding their proposed project.  However, we 
have found it difficult to obtain concrete information regarding Warner Pacific’s plans moving forward. 
 
This past week, our contact at Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) was able to connect with the broker representing Warner 
Pacific.  That interface shed some additional light on the disposition of the former Albertson’s site.  It appears that the new 
owners have been holding off on finalizing and submitting any plans to the City for plan check purposes until they are able 
to finalize and execute leases with at least two operators.  Staff will continue to monitor this situation closely, and we will be 
certain to share additional details related to this matter as soon as additional progress has been made. 
 
 
EWMP JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY PLANS FOR MANAGING STORMWATER REQUIREMENTS TAKING SHAPE 
During the past several months, staff has been engaged in discussions with a variety of different interests and agencies 
regarding our stormwater requirements mandated by the MS4 Permit.  As you may recall, pursuant to the permit, our 
watershed group was required to develop an Enhanced Watershed Management Plan (EWMP), which includes an 
estimated $1.4 billion in stormwater clean-up project costs. 
 
Given the financial realities of facing our EWMP group, we have been working to identify alternative methods of stormwater 
compliance that would be implementable and financially feasible.  A major part of the solution that has been identified 
includes the creation of a sub-regional Joint Powers Authority to manage stormwater clean-up projects and initiatives for our 
EWMP group, which includes Arcadia, Sierra Madre, Bradbury, Duarte, Azusa, and LA County, in addition to Monrovia. 
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We recently received word that the Arcadia City Council at their meeting last week signed on to pursuing the EWMP JPA 
plan.  In addition, we have received confirmation that the matter is scheduled for consideration by all of the remaining city 
jurisdictions in our EWMP group according to the following schedule: 
 

 The City of Azusa will consider the matter at their August 15, 2016 meeting 
 The City of Bradbury will consider the matter at their August 16, 2016 meeting 
 The City of Duarte will consider the matter at their August 23, 2016 meeting 
 The City of Sierra Madre will consider the matter at their September 13, 2016 meeting (they are dark all of August) 

 
In addition, staff has been communicating with LA County representatives, who have already indicated their support for the 
plan.  We are actively managing and monitoring this overall issue and will be certain to share additional updates as more 
information becomes available. 
 
 
HISTORIC SANTA FE DEPOT REHABILITATION UPDATE – BUILDING PLANS SUBMITTED THIS PAST WEEK, 
CONSTRUCTION ANTICIPATED TO START IN MID- TO LATE-SEPTEMBER 2016 
This past week, representatives for Daylight Limited, LLC – the entity that is coordinating the rehabilitation effort for the 
Historic Santa Fe Depot – submitted their building plans for City review!  This is a significant milestone, and based on our 
plan check process, it is anticipated that construction to rehabilitate the Historic Santa Fe Depot should begin in mid- to late-
September 2016!  Furthermore, based on discussion with the construction firm, the rehabilitation effort should take 4-6 
months to complete, which means the Historic Depot should be restored by Q1 2017.  Given this terrific development, the 
City and the developer are now intensifying our efforts to identify and attract a restaurant / café operator for the location.  
We will be certain to keep everyone informed as to the progress we make moving forward! 
 
 
MOTAB BOARD MEMBER SOREN LOFT DEVELOPING IDEA FOR OLD TOWN CROSSWALK FLAGS 
Recently, MOTAB Board Member Soren Loft suggested that the City consider a unique idea for the mid-block crosswalks on 
Myrtle Avenue in Old Town.  The idea involves the development of flag stands at both ends of each mid-block crosswalk in 
Old Town.  Located in the flag stands would be visible flags that individuals could pick-up on one side of the street and use 
as they cross the street to increase safety, while also adding some charm to Old Town.   
To facilitate the discussion with MOTAB, Board Member Loft actually went ahead and developed a prototype for the flag 
stands.  Several pictures of the nearly-complete prototype are included as an attachment to this update for your 
reference.  The full MOTAB board will be discussing the item at their meeting next week on Tuesday, August 9, 2016, at 
9:30 a.m.   
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MEETING WITH SENATOR FEINSTEIN’S STAFF TO DISCUSS MONROVIA’S APPROACH TO COMMUNITY 
ORIENTED POLICING SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE THIS NEXT WEEK 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that Amanda Sadra, Field Representative for Senator Diane Feinstein, will be 
meeting with Police Chief Hunt and me this upcoming week to discuss Monrovia’s approach to community oriented 
policing.  It appears that Senator Feinstein has asked her staff to examine different examples of successful law enforcement 
– community interface throughout the State, and we plan on sharing Monrovia’s innovative approach to community policing 
when we meet with Ms. Sadra.   
 
 
ORCHARD SUPPLY HARDWARE RIBBON CUTTING EVENT WILL INCLUDE A DONATION FROM THE COMPANY TO 
OUR MONROVIA AREA PARTNERSHIP (MAP) PROGRAM, EVENT SET FOR THIS COMING WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 
10, 2016, AT 4:30 P.M. 
As you may recall, Orchard Supply Hardware will be hosting a ribbon cutting event this coming Wednesday, August 10, 
2016, at 4:30 p.m.  This past week, the City was contacted by a representative from Orchard Supply Hardware who asked if 
it would be acceptable for their company to make a monetary contribution in support of the MAP Program!  The Orchard 
Supply Hardware representative indicated the following in her correspondence to the City: 
 
“I have stumbled across the MAP program and I think this is just so amazing and we would love to contribute! We 
would like to make a donation to the MAP program, we would just ask that someone be present to represent MAP 

and accept the check on their behalf.” 
 
Here at the City, we would agree with the assessment… the MAP program is amazing, and we are so grateful to all of our 
community partners who help make the initiative such a success!   
 
We hope to see you all there at the Orchard Supply Hardware ribbon cutting event on Wednesday, August 10, 2016 at 4:30 
p.m., and we’re looking forward to MAP being represented at the event as well! 
 
 
FINAL WEEK TO SUBMIT A BID TO PURCHASE THE ANNEX FACILITY, RESPONSES DUE ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 
2016, BY 2:00 P.M. 
If you have any interest in purchasing the City’s Annex Facility (200 East Lime Avenue), make sure you submit a bid to the 
City by the response deadline this coming Friday, August 12, 2016, at 2:00 p.m.! 
 
We have had multiple calls inquiring about the property, which requires a minimum bid of $670,000.  A copy of the MLS 
listing has been included as an attachment to this email for your review and reference.   
 
Known as the Tillapaugh House, the 2,331 square-foot, American Foursquare style home was originally built in 1906.  The 
house sits on 8,000 square feet of land, and given that the building has been designated as Historic Landmark #100, the 
property is eligible for a Mills Act Contract, which can offer the new owner significant property tax savings.  
 
Currently owned by the City, the house has for years been used as office space.  The home features 3 bedrooms, a den, ½ 
bathroom, a sizeable living room, and includes a detached one-car garage.  Yes, the home is in need of repairs, but with a 
little TLC, you could live on a tree-lined street just steps away from all that Old Town Monrovia has to offer!  
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The City is currently accepting bids for the home, with the minimum required bid price being $670,000.  If you have any 
questions, and for any additional information, please contact Caroline Velarde, Management Analyst with the City of 
Monrovia, at (626) 303-6601, or via email at cvelarde@ci.monrovia.ca.us.  You can also find additional information 
regarding the sales process for this amazing house by visiting the City’s website at http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/rfps.  
 
It should also be noted that the website, Curbed Los Angeles, posted a story about the sale of the Annex Facility.  To read 
the story, please click on the following link:  
 
http://la.curbed.com/2016/7/15/12196972/historic-fixer-monrovia-auction-home 
 
One last update regarding the sale of the Annex Facility... as we assessed the best way to list the property, the most cost 
effective option was offered by Mayor Adams, who was willing to place the property on the MLS through his real estate 
company at no cost to the City.  Furthermore, Mr. Adams will not be compensated in any way for listing the property.  As is 
outlined on the MLS overview for the Annex Facility attached to this email, the following remarks are included on the listing:  
 
The City of Monrovia is seeking bids for the sale of this home.  Please contact Caroline Velarde, Management 
Analyst with the City of Monrovia, at (626) 303-6601, or via email at cvelarde@ci.monrovia.ca.us.  Showings 
Monday-Thursday.  The commission will be paid to the agent representing the successful buyer only.  There is NO 
LISTING COMMISSION BEING PAID. 
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MONROVIA RENEWAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE QUARTERLY MEETING SCHEDULED FOR NEXT WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 10, 2016 AT 7:00 P.M. 
Just a quick reminder that the Monrovia Renewal Oversight Committee will be holding their next quarterly meeting on 
Wednesday, August 10, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at the Monrovia Community Center.  Among the items that will be discussed by 
the group includes a discussion regarding the transition of the name of the committee to the Monrovia Renewal Citizen 
Advisory Committee, along with project update reports from staff.  A copy of the meeting agenda can be accessed at our 
website at the following link:  http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/meetings. 
 
 
CANYON PARK NIGHT HIKE EVENT A SUCCESS, NEXT NIGHT HIKE SET FOR AUGUST 11, 2016 
Last week, Canyon Park hosted the first of two night hike events for Monrovian residents on July 28, 2016.  Patrons of all 
ages met our Park Rangers at Station Square and were shuttled to Canyon Park to explore the nocturnal wonders of our 
foothill canyons!  Participants were able to test their skills in low light identification, sensory adaptation, and experience 
nocturnal wildlife.  In an exciting development, the group was met by a friendly grey fox, croaking tree frogs, and a seldom 
seen arboreal salamander at our waterfall!  The night was one to remember, and if you are interested in participating, 
there’s another Canyon Park Night Hike event scheduled to take place on August 11, 2016.  If you would like to participate, 
please contact the Public Services Department at (626) 256-8281. 
 
 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND U.S. FOREST SERVICE SHOWCASE CANYON PARK 
Last week, representatives from Los Angeles County and the U.S. Forest Service brought their high school summer intern 
groups to Canyon Park.  The groups, which include a Career in Conservation (CIC) program and a Generation Green 
program, travel to many different locations across Southern California during the summer, including Mono Lake and 
Yosemite, to experience and learn about natural resources and conservation efforts.  As the attached photos illustrate, the 
students seemed to have a great time as they had a chance to check water quality in our streams and identify water system 
patterns from evolving erosion in our canyon walls.   

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/meetings
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LIBRARY STAFF MEETS CONGRESSWOMAN JUDY CHU REGARDING OUR UPCOMING VETERANS RESOURCE 
CENTER 
Adult Services Supervisor, Rebecca Elder, and Reference Librarian, Mabel Cross, met with Congresswoman Judy Chu this 
past week to discuss the Library’s upcoming Veterans Resource Center and related services.  As you may recall, the City 
was recently awarded a Veterans Connect grant from the State in the amount of $9,725!  The funding will be utilized to 
establish a Veterans Resource Center that will help support Monrovia’s veterans and their families by procuring materials, 
equipment, and display items, while also supporting special event programming and training.   
 

 
 
 
FIRE STATION 101 IMPROVEMENTS COMPLETED THIS PAST WEEK, NEW CARPETING INSTALLED  
Just a quick note to let everyone know that we recently completed the installation of new carpet at Fire Station 101!  As the 
attached before and after pictures show, the new carpeting was changed throughout the Station utilizing an attractive carpet 
tile, which will allow for spot replacement as needed in the future.  Many thanks to our Public Works Division and Fire 
Department staff for coordinating this improvement effort! 
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BEFORE      AFTER    

 
 
CITY RECOGNIZES ALL OF THE BEACON MEDIA AWARD WINNERS FOR MONROVIA! 
The City was recently notified that Beacon Media, which publishes the Monrovia Weekly, identified multiple Monrovia 
entities for their 2016 Readers Choice Awards for the Best of San Gabriel Valley.  To recognize all of the award recipients, 
the City developed the attached advertisement which will be included in the August 25, 2016 edition of the Monrovia Weekly 
to recognize the best that Monrovia has to offer! 
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MONROVIA RENEWAL BEGINS CONSTRUCTION IN AUGUST 2016, HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT TO SEE! 
Monrovia Renewal will be starting construction here soon!  As you may recall, Monrovia Renewal is a multi-year initiative 
that will make priority repairs to the all of the City’s water & sewer pipelines, water facilities, streets, sidewalks, curbs, and 
gutters. 
 
The initial work related to Monrovia Renewal will begin in the Southwest and Southeast portions of town starting in August 
2016!  These areas include everything located to the eastern and western City limits located between Colorado Boulevard 
to the north and the 210 Freeway to the south.   
 
An overview of upcoming construction work schedule in the Southwest and Southeast project locations is outlined below: 
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Sewer Pipeline Projects 
  Beginning Early August 2016 – Expect Road Closures & Detours 

o   Monterey Avenue just south of Huntington Drive 

o   Shamrock Avenue from Olive Avenue to the alley north of Walnut Avenue 

 
Sidewalk Repairs 

  Beginning Early August 2016 – Expect Sidewalk Closures 

o   Sidewalk repairs are expected to begin in late August 2016, and will continue on a rolling basis throughout 

the project area 
 
Water Pipeline Projects 

  Beginning Late August 2016  – Expect Road Closures & Detours 

o   Primrose Avenue from Central Avenue to Huntington Drive 

o   Cypress Avenue from Sherman Avenue to Shamrock Avenue  

 
Street Repair Projects 

  Beginning Late Fall 2016 (Anticipated for October 2016) Expect Road Closures & Detours  

o   Street-related projects are expected to begin in the Southwest and Southeast segments in October 2016 

o   Street work will occur throughout these areas, so residents should anticipate intermittent road closures, 

restricted parking, and traffic detours 
 
While these repairs are underway, residents can expect a variety of construction related impacts.  Our goal here at the City 
is to minimize those impacts as much as possible, and we also are working to provide as much information as we can 
regarding the planned work. 
 
In advance of construction related activities, the City has developed work notices that will be distributed to all residents who 
may be impacted.  The most current work notice, which is related to the sewer pipeline work on Shamrock Avenue between 
Olive Avenue and the alley north of Walnut Avenue, has been included as an attachment to this email for your reference.  
 
In addition, as part of an effort to provide additional details regarding the planned work, the City has developed a handout 
(which we have attached to this email) that outlines in an easy to ready map the work planned in the Southwest and 
Southeast project segments.   
 
 
Finally, you can also visit us online at www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal to obtain the latest information regarding 
the Monrovia Renewal project.  While at the site, you can also sign-up for e-mail updates by clicking on the “Monrovia 
Renewal Project Updates and Work Notices” tab, and following the instructions to subscribe! 
 
Monrovia Renewal is the largest public works project that the City has ever undertaken, and we appreciate your patience 
and support while we work to execute the identified infrastructure improvements throughout our community!   
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal
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BMW SET TO OFFICIALLY OPEN THEIR REMODELED DEALERSHIP ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016, AT 4:30 
P.M. 
During the past year, you may have watched as Monrovia’s BMW Dealership worked to construct a brand new two-story 
facility, complete with a four-level parking structure!  The 208,601 square foot expansion is nearing completion, and a ribbon 
cutting to dedicate the new facility is set to take place on Thursday, August 18, 2016, at 4:30 p.m.  We hope to see you 
there as we welcome in the new store where you can now own… the ultimate driving machine! 
 
 
MONROVIA’S MUSICAL SUMMER CONTINUES – 7 FREE CONCERTS REMAINING, INCLUDING 2 ADDITIONAL 
LEVITT PAVILION CONCERTS AT STATION SQUARE! 
There’s music in the air this summer as the City is pleased to be able to share that there are 15 free concert events that are 
remaining as part of our summer concert series programs!  All concerts will take place at Library Park and at Station 
Square, and an overview / schedule of each concert series evet includes the following: 
 

 Summer Concerts in Library Park 
o The Summer Concert Series in Library Park is offered every Sunday from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. beginning 

on July 10, 2016 and lasts through August 28, 2016.  The 8 week series offers a variety of music genres, 
including Top 40, Mariachi, Classic Rock, Motown, and more!  Bring a chair and come on out to Library 
Park every Sunday this summer to enjoy the tunes – you can even try out the new dance floor we’ve 
developed for those that want to dance!  Please see the attached flyer outlining the summer concert lineup, 
which includes the following: 

 August 14 – Stone Soul – Motown 
 August 21 – The Smokin’ Cobras – Rockin’ Oldies 
 August 28 – Boyz and the Beez – Country Swing 
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 Levitt Pavilion Concerts at Station Square Monrovia 
o The City of Monrovia and the acclaimed Levitt Pavilion have partnered to offer a special concert series at 

Station Square Park this summer!  We hope that you’ll make plans to come on out to Station Square Park 
by the new Gold Line Station every Wednesday evening from 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m., beginning on July 13, 
2016 and lasting through August 17, 2016.  The 6 week concert series will feature a variety of Jazz, Latin, 
Americana, and Children’s music performances.  The attached flyer provides additional concert lineup 
details, which includes the following: 

 August 10 – Birdie’s Playhouse – Children’s Music 
 August 17 – Upstream – World Music 
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 Summer at Station Square Concerts – Tribute Band Performances 

o In addition to the Levitt Pavilion Concert series, the City is also offering an additional summer concert 
series at Station Square Park in light of this being the inaugural summer of activity at Monrovia’s newest 
park!  To that end, we hope that you’ll stop by Station Square Park by the new Gold Line Station on select 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. for a series of four concerts beginning on July 14, 
2016.  The musical features will include a tribute band collective playing songs from The Who, Journey, 
Fleetwood Mac, and the Doobie Brothers. The concerts are being sponsored by the 
Monrovia•Arcadia•Duarte (MAD) Town Council, and the attached flyer provides additional details, which 
include: 

 August 18 – Doobies, Inc. – Doobie Brothers Tribute Band 
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We hope that you’ll make plans this summer to take advantage of the fantastic musical acts that we have planned!  If you 
should have questions, please feel free to call the Monrovia Community Services Division at (626) 256-8246. 
 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. UPDATE FROM TURCH AND ASSOCIATES 
The latest update from our federal lobbying firm of Turch and Associates has been included as an attachment for your 
review.  This most recent report focuses on funding for the Zika Virus funding, the genetically modified labeling bill, and an 
update on the U.S. Senate race.  
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/citymanagersoffice/page/washington-dc-legislative-updates
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POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period August 1 – 3,  2016 has been 
included for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 428 
service events, resulting in 67 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of 
the week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
Cell: (310) 663-9837 

 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report

