
City Manager’s Update 
 

Wednesday, August 17, 2016 

Hello everyone! 

In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  

As always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 

reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 

And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  

Best regards,  

Oliver 

 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
Always wake up with a smile knowing that today you are going to have fun accomplishing what others are too afraid to do. 
– Mark Cuban 
 
 
MALDEF ISSUE UPDATE 
As you may be aware, last week, the City received a demand letter from a group known as the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, or MALDEF.  In that letter, MALDEF has demanded that the City of Monrovia change our 
current at-large based system for electing City Council members to a district-based electoral system.   
 
A copy of the MALDEF letter has been included as an attachment to this email.  As you will note from the correspondence, 
MALDEF cites both the California Voting Rights Act of 2001 and the lack of Latino representation on the City Council as the 
basis for their demand.  Furthermore, in their letter, MALDEF states their intention to seek judicial relief if they do not 
receive a satisfactory response from the City by August 24, 2016. 
 
Here at the City, we are taking the issues raised by MALDEF seriously, especially in light of the fact that Monrovia has such 
a rich history of electing individuals that represent a diverse range of backgrounds and perspectives to serve on the City 
Council.  To that end, the City Council held a special closed session meeting yesterday (Tuesday, August 16, 2016, at 5:00 
p.m.) to further discuss the overall matter.  As this issue unfolds, please feel free to let me know if you have any questions 
regarding this matter. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVES MUNICIPAL CODE UPDATE THAT STRENGTHENS OUR HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PRACTICES 
Last week, the Planning Commission voted to recommend that the City Council adopt an update to the Monrovia Municipal 
Code that will enhance our historic preservation practices by instituting an additional demolition permit review process for 
any main residential structure that is 50 years or older.   
 
Under the newly proposed regulations, before a main residential building that is 50 years or older can be demolished, an 
assessment will first have to be performed to ensure that the facility to be torn down has no historical value.  The guidelines 
that have been developed were born out of the demolition moratorium that the City Council adopted on November 18, 2014, 
which prohibited the demolition of any main building on a property that was constructed before 1940.  Since that time, staff 
has conducted extensive outreach to better assess the overall issues, and we have worked with the City Council, the 
Planning Commission, and the Historic Preservation Commission to develop the new rules.  To view the staff report and 
proposed ordinance, visit: 
 
http://cityofmonrovia.org/pc/page/planning-commission-meeting-24  

http://cityofmonrovia.org/pc/page/planning-commission-meeting-24


City Manager’s Update 
 

 
The Historic Preservation Commission will be conducting a special meeting this week on Thursday, August 18, 2016, at 
6:00 p.m. to review the proposed ordinance, and the full City Council will consider the matter in September 2016. .  
 
 
FORMER FIRE CAPTAIN JOHN ROOKS PASSES AWAY, SERVED MONROVIA FOR 29 YEARS AND RETIRED IN 
NOVEMBER 2015 
It is with a heavy heart that we share the passing of retired Fire Captain John Rooks.  Captain Rooks passed away 
unexpectedly last week while at home.  He retired in November 2015 after serving the Monrovia community with distinction 
for 29 years.  Captain Rooks loved our City, loved the Monrovia Fire Department, and loved the fire service, as he served 
with great passion and heart.  We will be certain to pass along additional information regarding funeral arrangements as 
soon as those details have been made available. 
 
 
MONROVIA RENEWAL – SEWER ENHANCEMENTS CONTINUE ON AUGUST 22, 2016, ON MONTEREY AVENUE 
JUST SOUTH OF HUNTINGTON DRIVE 
Beginning on Monday, August 22, 2016, additional infrastructure improvement work on the sewer segment located on 
Monterey Avenue just south of Huntington Drive (across from the Toys ‘R’ Us and Panda Express parking lot) will 
begin.  The sewer improvement work is expected to last approximately 5 – 7 business days, and working hours for this 
project will be from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Given the extent of the work, some overnight 
construction work may take place from 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., in an effort to allow our construction crews to finish the 
identified improvements in a way that will limit the impacts on traffic and sewer services in the area.  A copy of the work 
notice for the project has been included as an attachment to this email, and also, the City has placed our electronic 
message boards out at the site to alert travelers of upcoming construction.   
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NEW LIGHTS IN OLD TOWN! 
As you drive up and down Myrtle Avenue during the evening this week, you may notice that the lights on the trees in Old 
Town look a little bit different!  That’s because our terrific Streets Team over in Public Works was able to complete the 
installation of new tree lighting on Myrtle Avenue from Foothill Boulevard to Olive Avenue in Old Town!   
 
The lights that were installed by our team are more consistent in their height and installation layout.  This should create a 
more uniformed and elegant display throughout Old Town.  In addition, our team utilized a new technique by installing the 
lights in an up-and-down fashion on each tree trunk, as opposed to round-and-round installation process as was previously 
the case.  This updated installation patter reduces potential damage to the lights and the tree as the trunk of the tree grows 
from year to year. 
 
Many thanks to Jeremiah Brooks, Manny Garcia, Chase Buckelew, Esau Ramos, Chalo Valenzuela, Mario Lopez, Carlos 
Burrel, Jose Torres, and William Duran for their dedicated efforts to get the new lights in Old Town installed! 
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LIBRARY STRATEGIC PLAN KICK-OFF MEETING SET FOR MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that the development of the Library Strategic Plan started this week.  We held a kick-
off meeting on Monday, August 15, 2016, and our team in charge of developing the strategic plan met for three hours to 
map out the overall process moving forward.  We are confident that this planning work will pay dividends for our entire 
community by mapping out ways in which the Library can better serve the Monrovia community. 
 
 
TERRIFIC FEEDBACK RECEIVED REGARDING FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL GOING BEYOND THE CALL OF 
DUTY 
We wanted to share some feedback that the City received regarding a terrific effort by our Fire Department personnel going 
beyond the call of duty… as the attached email we received illustrates, our team is always looking for ways to better serve 
the people of Monrovia in our efforts to be premier! 
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ONLINE HOMEWORK HELP AVAILABLE AT THE LIBRARY – ALL YOU NEED IS YOUR LIBRARY CARD! 
Summer is over and school is back in session… and what better time to check out the HelpNow feature from Brainfuse at 
the Monrovia Public Library!  This free online service provides homework help for students with live tutors every day from 
1:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., with all ages welcome!  The program provides support in a variety of subjects, including: Math, 
English, Science, Social Studies, and test prep.  They also have a writing lab, where students can submit their essays for 
constructive feedback from teachers around the country.  Other features include a language lab, lesson plans, and a 
flashcard builder.   
 
And the best news is… this entire service is now available to all students for free… as long has you have your Monrovia 
Library Card! 
 
To get started, visit the library’s new online catalog at:  https://monrovia.biblionix.com/catalog/. 
 
Once there, login with your library card number and PIN (your full 10-digit phone number) and click on Brainfuse HelpNow 
link.  For more information on HelpNow and all of the other amazing resources we have at the Library, please drop by or 
give us a call at (626) 256-8274. 
 
 
PUBLIC ART COMING TO OLD TOWN MONROVIA ON AUGUST 17, 2016! 
The long awaited bronze sculpture by the talented artist Daniel Stern (of Home Alone acting fame!) is scheduled to be 
installed on Myrtle Avenue this coming Wednesday, August 17, 2016!  The new artwork will be installed on the east side of 
400 block of Myrtle Avenue near the Krikorian Theatre. 
 
The life-sized sculpture is comprised of three life-sized pieces, including an old fashioned movie director, a free standing 
movie camera, and a tall director’s chair.  The director’s chair is designed to be interactive and you will actually be able to sit 
in it and have your picture taken!  Furthermore, the art has movement, whimsy ties into the history and present of the City, 
as the Art in Public Places Committee recommended that The Monrovia Feature Film Company and The Argonauts of 49 
(which was filmed in Canyon Park) be incorporated into the piece.  A sketch of the artwork that has been produced is as 
follows: 
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BOARD AND COMMISSIONER TRAINING PURSUANT TO AB 1234 SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON SEPTEMBER 
15, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M. 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that all of the City’s board and commission members will be invited to participate in a 
special AB 1234 Ethics Training, set to take place on Thursday, September 15, 2016, at 6 p.m.  The 2-hour training is 
required by State law for designated positions within 1 year of being appointed, and every 2 years following their initial 
appointment. 
 
 
SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP WITH FOOTHILL UNITY CENTER FOR THEIR 18TH ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL 
EVENT, WHICH WAS HELD ON AUGUST 9, 2016 
The Foothill Unity Center concluded another successful Back to School event last week on August 9, 2016, at the Santa 
Anita Race Track.  Monrovia was proud to be a supporter, as our Monrovia Transit operation helped provide transportation 
for 50 individuals to participate in the spectacular event.  Students in grades K-12 received school supplies for the upcoming 
school year through generous donations, and hundreds of students were able to benefit from the event.  To find out more 
about how you can help with next year’s event, please contact Foothill Unity Center at bts@foothillunitycenter.org, or call 
(626) 358-3486. 
 
 
FOOTHILL TRANSIT OFFERING BUS TRANSPORTATION SERVICE TO THE LA COUNTY FAIR, AND THOSE THAT 
TAKE ADVANTAGE WILL BE ABLE TO BUY DISCOUNTED TICKETS TO GET INTO THE FAIR! 
Did you know that you’ll be able to visit the L.A. County Fair this year without needing to pay for parking or looking for a 
parking space?  It’s true… because Foothill Transit is offering up a new service on Line 196 to get individuals to the Fair! 
 
The special new Line 196 will get individuals to the LA County Fair for $1.25.  Also, if you’re transferring from the train or 
another bus, the cost to ride is just 50 cents!  Furthermore, the fare is included in all Foothill Transit passes, and if you’re a 
college student using a class pass, you won’t pay anything! 
 
Also, anyone who rides Line 196 to the LA County Fair will be able to purchase a discounted ticket for $12 instead of the 
normal price of $20.  That’s almost half off!   
 
The LA County Fair is set to start on September 2, 2016, so make sure you take a look to see how you can get to the event 
using Foothill Transit’s new Line 196! 
 
If you need help planning your trip to Line 196, call 1-800-RIDE-INFO (743-3463) to speak with one of Foothill Transit’s 
friendly representatives.  You can also find additional information online at: 
 
http://foothilltransit.org/lacountyfair/ 
 
 
SOCALGAS ISSUES NOTICE REGARDING DEFECT IN ADVANCED GAS METERS THAT CAUSED AN 
UNDERBILLING SITUATION, 11,000 CUSTOMERS IMPACTED  
This week, the City was notified that SoCalGas has had a problem with their advanced gas meters.  The problem has 
resulted in the under-reporting of natural gas usage by customers, and it appears that around 11,000 customers have been 
impacted.  The attached notice outlines the details regarding this matter. 
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MONROVIA RENEWAL BEGINS CONSTRUCTION IN AUGUST 2016, HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT TO SEE! 
Monrovia Renewal has started construction!  As you may recall, Monrovia Renewal is a multi-year initiative that will make 
priority repairs to the all of the City’s water & sewer pipelines, water facilities, streets, sidewalks, curbs, and gutters. 
 
The initial work related to Monrovia Renewal has begun in the Southwest and Southeast portions of town!  These areas 
include everything located to the eastern and western City limits located between Colorado Boulevard to the north and the 
210 Freeway to the south.   
 
An overview of upcoming construction work schedule in the Southwest and Southeast project locations is outlined below: 
 
Sewer Pipeline Projects 

  Beginning Early August 2016 – Expect Road Closures & Detours 

o   Monterey Avenue just south of Huntington Drive 

o   Shamrock Avenue from Olive Avenue to the alley north of Walnut Avenue 

 
Sidewalk Repairs 

  Beginning Early August 2016 – Expect Sidewalk Closures 

o   Sidewalk repairs are expected to begin in late August 2016, and will continue on a rolling basis throughout 

the project area 
 
Water Pipeline Projects 

  Beginning Late August 2016  – Expect Road Closures & Detours 

o   Primrose Avenue from Central Avenue to Huntington Drive 

o   Cypress Avenue from Sherman Avenue to Shamrock Avenue  

 
Street Repair Projects 

  Beginning Late Fall 2016 (Anticipated for October 2016) Expect Road Closures & Detours  

o   Street-related projects are expected to begin in the Southwest and Southeast segments in October 2016 

o   Street work will occur throughout these areas, so residents should anticipate intermittent road closures, 

restricted parking, and traffic detours 
 
While these repairs are underway, residents can expect a variety of construction related impacts.  Our goal here at the City 
is to minimize those impacts as much as possible, and we also are working to provide as much information as we can 
regarding the planned work. 
 
In advance of construction related activities, the City has developed work notices that will be distributed to all residents who 
may be impacted.  The most recent work notice, related to the sewer improvement work on Monterey Avenue, just south of 
Huntington Drive (across from the Toys ‘R’ Us and Panda Express parking lot ) is attached to this notice above for your 
reference.   
 
In addition, as part of an effort to provide additional details regarding the planned work, the City has developed a handout 
(which we have attached to this email) that outlines in an easy to ready map the work planned in the Southwest and 
Southeast project segments.   
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Finally, you can also visit us online at www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal to obtain the latest information regarding 
the Monrovia Renewal project.  While at the site, you can also sign-up for e-mail updates by clicking on the “Monrovia 
Renewal Project Updates and Work Notices” tab, and following the instructions to subscribe! 
 
Monrovia Renewal is the largest public works project that the City has ever undertaken, and we appreciate your patience 
and support while we work to execute the identified infrastructure improvements throughout our community!   
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BMW SET TO OFFICIALLY OPEN THEIR REMODELED DEALERSHIP ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016, AT 4:30 
P.M. 
During the past year, you may have watched as Monrovia’s BMW Dealership worked to construct a brand new two-story 
facility, complete with a four-level parking structure!  The 208,601 square foot expansion is nearing completion, and a ribbon 
cutting to dedicate the new facility is set to take place on Thursday, August 18, 2016, at 4:30 p.m.  We hope to see you 
there as we welcome in the new store where you can now own… the ultimate driving machine! 
 
 
MONROVIA’S MUSICAL SUMMER CONTINUES – 4 FREE CONCERTS REMAINING, INCLUDING 1 ADDITIONAL 
LEVITT PAVILION CONCERT AT STATION SQUARE! 
There’s music in the air this summer as the City is pleased to be able to share that there are 4 free concert events that are 
remaining as part of our summer concert series program!  All concerts will take place at Library Park and at Station Square, 
and an overview / schedule of each concert series evet includes the following: 
 

  Summer Concerts in Library Park 

o   The Summer Concert Series in Library Park is offered every Sunday from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. beginning 

on July 10, 2016 and lasting through August 28, 2016.  The 8 week series offers a variety of music genres, 
including Top 40, Mariachi, Classic Rock, Motown, and more!  Bring a chair and come on out to Library 
Park every Sunday this summer to enjoy the tunes – you can even try out the new dance floor we’ve 
developed for those that want to dance!  Please see the attached flyer outlining the summer concert lineup, 
which includes the following: 

  August 21 – The Smokin’ Cobras – Rockin’ Oldies 
  August 28 – Boyz and the Beez – Country Swing 
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  Levitt Pavilion Concerts at Station Square Monrovia 

o   The City of Monrovia and the acclaimed Levitt Pavilion have partnered to offer a special concert series at 

Station Square Park this summer!  We hope that you’ll make plans to come on out to Station Square Park 
by the new Gold Line Station every Wednesday evening from 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m., beginning on July 13, 
2016 and lasting through August 17, 2016.  The 6 week concert series will feature a variety of Jazz, Latin, 
Americana, and Children’s music performances.  The attached flyer provides additional concert lineup 
details, which includes the following: 

  August 17 – Upstream – World Music 
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  Summer at Station Square Concerts – Tribute Band Performances 

o   In addition to the Levitt Pavilion Concert series, the City is also offering an additional summer concert series 

at Station Square Park in light of this being the inaugural summer of activity at Monrovia’s newest park!  To 
that end, we hope that you’ll stop by Station Square Park by the new Gold Line Station on select Thursday 
evenings from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. for a series of four concerts beginning on July 14, 2016.  The musical 
features will include a tribute band collective playing songs from The Who, Journey, Fleetwood Mac, and 
the Doobie Brothers. The concerts are being sponsored by the Monrovia•Arcadia•Duarte (MAD) Town 
Council, and the attached flyer provides additional details, which include: 

  August 18 – Doobies, Inc. – Doobie Brothers Tribute Band 
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We hope that you’ll make plans this summer to take advantage of the fantastic musical acts that we have planned!  If you 
should have questions, please feel free to call the Monrovia Community Services Division at (626) 256-8246. 
 
 
MAKE SURE YOU JOIN IN ON THE COMMUNITY FUN ON 9-10-16… MONROVIA’S ZIP CODE (91016) DAY! 
Mark your calendar and join us in Library Park on Monrovia’s Zip Code Day, Saturday 9*10*16! The Monrovia Chamber of 
Commerce will host this unique celebration of Monrovia! Mayor Tom Adams will kick off Zip Code Day festivities at 11:00 
am in Library Park, and local nonprofits will be there with many fun activities for the kids (and the kid’s at heart) with games, 
art activities, and fun hand-outs, and delicious hot dogs will be provided by Athens Services! Additional Zip Code Day fun 
includes unique Monrovia Postcards available to the first 300 folks that visit the Monrovia Chamber booth! You’ll be able to 
take your postcard (or your own letter) over to the Post Master to have it stamped with a commemorative Monrovia Zip 
Code Day postmark good for thirty days from September 10, 2016! Shane Nichols will also take a Community Photo (via 
drone) at 1:30pm in front of the fountain in Library Park, and everyone is welcome to gather at the fountain to be in the 
photo celebrating this special day! 
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Additionally, to celebrate Monrovia's Zip Code Day on 9*10*16 (91016), the Monrovia Public Library is having a Postcard 
Contest!  All ages are welcome to create a Monrovia Postcard.  Just pick up blank postcards at the Library, and turn in your 
decorated postcard masterpieces to the Library  by Saturday, September 3, 2016.  Judges will choose 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place winners, and the winners will be announced at the Zip Code Day event on Saturday, September 10, 2016.  Library 
staff will have all postcards postmarked by our Post Master with this very special commemorative stamp and sent back to 
each participant’s residence.  
 
Commemorative Zip Code Day items are available to purchase online at http://fspdesigns.com/zipcodeday - tee shirts in all 
sizes, mug, water bottle, hats and more. 
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HDL HEADLINES NEWSLETTER 
The most recent edition of HdLs Headlines Newsletter, which highlights economic trends happening in California, has been 
included to this email as an attachment for your review and reference. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period August 8 – 10, 2016 has been 
uploaded to the City’s website for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police 
Department handled 393 service events, resulting in 65 total investigations.  The report can be accessed by clicking on the 
following link: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/police/page/947/8_neighborhood_watch_report_august_11-
14_2016.pdf 
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of 
the week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
Cell: (310) 663-9837 
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