
City Manager’s Update 
 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As 
always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark. 
– Howard Ruff 
 
 
SEVENTH ANNUAL MAP NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCE IS A ROUSING SUCCESS! 
This past weekend, our Community Development Department team worked to coordinate and host the 7 th Annual 
Neighborhood Conference… and it was a rousing success!  In particular, the team led by our Neighborhood & Business 
Services Division Manager, Sheila Spicer-Batice, including Alfredo Enriquez and Ariel Tolefree-Williams (and with support 
from the entire Community Development Department team and the Public Services Team), did just a terrific job of coordinating 
a fabulous event for our community.  With an estimated audience of around 200 people in attendance, the positive energy at 
the event was palatable and the feedback from event participants was overwhelmingly enthusiastic!  A terrific job by all 
involved! 
 
 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION TO CONSIDER THE HISTORIC SANTA FE 
DEPOT REHABILITATION PLAN TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR MAY 12, 2016, AT 7:00 P.M. 
A few months ago, the Historical Preservation Commission (HPC) created the Depot Subcommittee to interface with the 
Daylight Limited, LLC, development team regarding the rehabilitation of the City’s Historic Santa Fe Depot building at Station 
Square.  Since that time, the Depot Subcommittee has met with both staff and the development team to assess the proposed 
scope of the rehabilitation project, and those discussions have been positive, collaborative, and productive.   
 
Based on the work that has been complete to date, we are excited to share that the Daylight Limited, LLC, development team 
last week submitted an application for the full HPC to consider approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to authorize the 
scope of the rehabilitative work to be done at the Historic Santa Fe Depot.  Given the submittal, the HPC will be convening a 
Special Meeting on Thursday, May 12, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. to review the application.   
 
This is an exciting step forward in the process to renovate and restore the Historic Santa Fe Depot, and we will be certain to 
keep everyone apprised of our progress moving forward!   
 
 
DIRECTLY ELECTED MAYOR ADVISORY REVIEW COMMITTEE SET TO MEET ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016 

mailto:ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us
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During the past several weeks, staff has worked to establish the Directly Elected Mayor Advisory Review Committee 
(Committee) to assess the viability of transitioning our overall City Council governance structure away from having a directly 
elected mayor towards a system where each member of the City Council would rotate into the role.  The Committee is 
comprised of the following individuals: 
 

 Don Hopper 
 Steve Baker 
 Karen MacNair 
 Joanne Montgomery 
 Brian Ulm 

 
We have been coordinating calendars during the past few weeks, and I wanted to share that we plan on holding the first 
meeting with the Committee on Wednesday, April 27, 2016, at 4:30 p.m. at Monrovia City Hall.  At this initial meeting, we plan 
on reviewing a proposed workplan for the group that includes assessing different governance structures, discusses possible 
outreach / information gathering sessions, and reviews the logistical electoral elements related to such a potential change.  We 
will be certain to keep everyone apprised of our efforts moving forward. 
 
 
SGV COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS SET TO HOST STORMWATER WORKSHOP IN MONROVIA ON MAY 3, 2016 AT 
10:00 A.M. 
The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments will be hosting a stormwater workshop here in Monrovia on Tuesday, May 3, 
2016, from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Monrovia Community Center (119 West Palm Avenue).  This meeting has been 
coordinated to provide information regarding stormwater issues and concerns.  Those interested in attending the meeting can 
register online by clicking on the following link: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_ji-WXu3TqJrX63Cc4j6MznP_J8JSxBiC25toUMWCEs/viewform 
 
Given the complex nature of stormwater regulations, a MS4 Permit / EWMP overview fact sheet and a presentation outlining 
the issues at hand have been uploaded to our website at the link below for your reference.  And as referenced in the attached 
documents, the approved stormwater management plan that Monrovia is part of currently requires the construction of $1.4 
billion in stormwater projects.  Of that amount, Monrovia’s costs have been identified at $231.1 million.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/publicworks/page/stormwater-management  
 
There are many moving parts associated with the complexities related to the matter, and we would encourage anyone 
interested in this topic to attend the workshop scheduled to take place on May 3, 2016.   
 
 
MONROVIA’S EWMP PLAN FORMALLY APPROVED BY THE LOS ANGELES REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL 
BOARD THIS PAST WEEK 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that this past Thursday, April 21, 2016, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (Regional Board) formally approved the Rio Hondo / San Gabriel River Watershed Group’s Enhanced Watershed 
Management Plan (EWMP), of which Monrovia is part of.  The approval letter from the Regional Board has been attached 
below for your review and consideration.   
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_ji-WXu3TqJrX63Cc4j6MznP_J8JSxBiC25toUMWCEs/viewform
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/publicworks/page/stormwater-management
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With the approval of the EWMP plan, staff will continue to move forward with our proposed three-pronged approach of 
providing public education, advocating for policy change, and working towards achieving compliance with the provisions of 
our overall EWMP plan.   
 
 
INTERVIEWS HELD WITH PROPOSED FRIDAY NIGHT FAMILY STREET FAIR VENDORS, SITE VISITS SCHEDULED 
TO TAKE PLACE DURING NEXT TWO WEEKS 
Last week, Mayor Pro Tem Spicer and Council Member Shevlin, along with staff, conducted initial interviews with all four of 
the firms that submitted proposals to operate our Friday Night Family Street Fair event, which include: 
 

 Raw Inspiration 
 

 GreenLeaf 
 

 Coastal Pacific 
 

 LA PartyWorks 



City Manager’s Update 
 

 
As part of our ongoing assessment, the next step in the process will be to conduct unannounced site visits to farmers’ market 
events currently being run by the submitters.  It should be noted that LA PartyWorks does not currently operate any other 
street fair / farmers’ market event, and when asked if there was any similar type event that they would like us to evaluate, the 
LA PartyWorks representative declined the additional assessment opportunity.  In addition, the assessment team is familiar 
with GreenLeaf, which currently operates the Monrovia Friday Night Family Street Fair event. 
 
Given those factors, the assessment team will be visiting a Raw Inspiration run and Coastal Pacific run Farmers’ Market event 
during the next few weeks.  Once those visits are complete, we plan on preparing a preliminary overview of our assessment 
of the four firms and will schedule time to consult with the Monrovia Old Town Advisory Board and the Street Fair Oversight 
Committee.  Also, as we move forward, our plan is still to bring the overall item back for full City Council review on May 17, 
2016.   
 
 
MONROVIA RENEWAL COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETING SET TO TAKE PLACE ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016 
Have you heard about the Monrovia Renewal program?  Is all this infrastructure work really going to happen in Monrovia?  And 
how can I find out when construction will occur in my area?  
 
Get your answers to these questions and more by attending the City’s upcoming Monrovia Renewal Overview Meeting, which 
is set to be held on Wednesday, May 11, 2016 at 7:00pm. 
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 What:   Monrovia Renewal Overview Meeting 
 Why:    To learn about the initiative overall and what construction is planned for your neighborhood 
 When:  Wednesday, May 11th at 7:00 PM 
 Where: Monrovia Public Library, Library Community Room, 321 S. Myrtle Ave, Monrovia  

 
Also, if you want to stay up to date on all things Monrovia Renewal… be sure to sign-up to receive Monrovia Renewal project 
updates and construction notices by clicking on the link below and following the steps to subscribe!  Take a look also at the 
attached flyer that illustrates how to sign-up for the updates! 
 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal 
 
 
SIDEWALK CPR PROGRAM SET TO BE HOSTED BY THE MONROVIA FIRE DEPARTMENT ON THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 
2016 
Working in collaboration with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, the Monrovia Fire Department has 
worked to coordinate a Sidewalk CPR program, which is scheduled to take place on Thursday, June 2, 2016, from 9:00 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m., at Library Park.  A flyer with additional event details has been attached below for your reference, and many thanks 
to Captain Chris Huson and the entire Monrovia Fire Department team for their assistance in coordinating and offering this 
terrific event! 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal
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PROPOSALS BEING SOLICITED FROM ARTISTS FOR THE BOB BARTLETT MOSAIC MURAL AT STATION SQUARE 
Last week, the City issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) soliciting the services of an artist to develop a mosaic mural at 
Station Square that would honor the late Bob Bartlett, and attached for your reference is the finalized RFQ that was issued.  As 
this project moves forward, we anticipate that the assessment and selection process to identify an artist for this project will be 
completed by mid- to late-summer.   
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MONROVIA LIBRARY FEE FORGIVENESS RESULTS ARE IN... AND THE RESULTS WERE TERRIFIC! 
During the past few week, the Monrovia Public Library has coordinated a, “We want you back!” fee forgiveness campaign in 
honor of National Library Week.  The initiative was a huge success with an astonishing 256 accounts being given a fresh 
start!  In total, 186 items were returned back into circulation, and thanks to the fee forgiveness event, we were able to make 
a difference as 44 patrons reinstated their accounts, allowing them to fully benefit from all the wonderful materials, 
programming, and services available at the Library.  Many thanks to all who participated, and we encourage everyone in the 
community to take advantage of our terrific Monrovia Public Library! 
 
 
EL DÍA DE LOS NIÑOS (CHILDREN’S DAY) EVENT SET TO TAKE PLACE AT STATION SQUARE ON APRIL 30, 2016 
The City is excited to host Station Square’s first ever, El Día de los Niños, or Children’s Day, celebration on Saturday, April 
30, 2016, from 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Station Square Park (see the event flyer below for details).  The event will be a multi-
cultural celebration of children and books!  Come early and get your morning exercise by joining our Family Zumba program 
in an energizing workout in the grass.  Stick around to follow the path through the storybook walk and enjoy two inspirational 
journeys, participate in a cookie decorating event, and work to design your very own bookmark!  We hope to see you there! 
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COME LEARN ABOUT THE LIFE OF A METEORITE AT THE MONROVIA PUBLIC LIBRARY ON APRIL 27, 2016 
The Monrovia Public Library is partnering with the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory to teach families about the life of a 
meteorite through a special program to be hosted on Wednesday, April 27, 2016, from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the Library.  If 
you have ever wondered what those things are that shoot across the night sky, you’ll want to be at the Library for this this fun 
and informative night-time event!!  Participants will be able to use observation logs to get a close-up look at specimens, enjoy 
a short film about meteorites, participate in hands-on activities, create art projects, and more!  The program is designed for 
Kindergarten through 5th grade, and is free for all attendees! 
 
 
THE MONROVIA PUBLIC LIBRARY WANTS YOU… TO SERVE AS A 2016 SUMMER TEEN READING PROGRAM 
VOLUNTEER! 
The Monrovia Public Library is looking for qualified volunteers who are either entering 7th through 12th grades to serve as 
volunteers to assist with our Summer Reading Program!  Volunteers should work well with children and adults, have good 
organization / communication skills, and be excited to promote the Summer Reading Program to our community! 
 
Application can be found online at:  
 
http://tinyurl.com/zo5glgp 
 
In addition, applications can be picked-up at the Big Red Youth Desk at the Library.  Once you complete the application, 
deliver or mail application packet to the Monrovia Public Library – Youth Services, on or before Saturday, May 13, 2016, at 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Thanks so much for your consideration! 
 
 
SUMMER MOVIE SERIES SET – MAKE PLANS TO VISIT A PARK THIS SUMMER TO SEE ANTMAN, HOTEL 
TRANSYLVANIA 2, STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS, AND THE GOOD DINOSAUR! 
Can you believe that summer is already approaching?  As we get ready to welcome in the longer days and warmer nights, 
our MAP Program has been working to offer a selection of summer-time movies in the park!  Make sure you mark your 
calendars for what is certain to be a great time for the whole family! 
 

 AntMan (Rated PG-13) 
o Date: Saturday, June 18, 2016 
o Time: Approximately 8:00 p.m. (at dusk) 
o Location: Monrovia Historical Museum.  

 
 Hotel Transylvania 2 (Rated PG) 

o Date: Saturday, July 9, 2016 
o Time: Approximately 8:00 p.m. (at dusk) 
o Location: Julian Fisher Park 

 
 Star Wars: The Force Awakens (Rated PG-13) 

o Date: Saturday, July 23, 2016 
o Time: Approximately 8:00 p.m. (at dusk) 
o Location: Station Square Park 

 

http://tinyurl.com/zo5glgp
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 The Good Dinosaur (Rated PG) 
o Date: Saturday, August 6, 2016 
o Time: Approximately 8:00 p.m. (at dusk) 
o Location: Grand Ave Park 

 
 
626 GOLDEN STREETS COMMUNITY MEETING IN MONROVIA SET FOR APRIL 26, 2016 
As you may have heard, a 17+ mile long San Gabriel Valley open streets festival has been scheduled to take place in early 
summer on June 26, 2016.  Called the 626 Golden Streets event, the event organizers have scheduled a community outreach 
meeting here in Monrovia on April 26, 2016, to share details regarding the initiative.  Meeting details include: 
 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Monrovia Community Center, Monroe Room 
119 W Palm Ave, Monrovia, CA 91016 
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At the meeting, you can learn more about #626GoldenStreets, as event organizers will share details, answer questions, and 
solicit public input on activities and more.  For additional information, please feel free to click on the following link: 
 
http://www.626goldenstreets.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/626goldenstreets
http://www.626goldenstreets.com/
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29TH ANNUAL MONROVIA ARBOR DAY CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 28, 2016 
The 29th Annual Arbor Day Ceremony is scheduled to take place on Thursday, April 28, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. in Station Square 
Park, 1601 South Myrtle Avenue.  The event, which is being hosted by the Youth Commission and the Teen Advisory Board, 
will include coordination with our Public Works team to determine the location and type of tree to be planted at the park that 
day.  A representative from the L.A. Forestry Division has been invited to attend and present the annual Arbor Day Award. 
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6TH ANNUAL FOUNTAIN TO THE FALLS RUN / WALK EVENT & YMCA HEALTH FAIR SCHEDULED FOR MAY 7, 2016 
Get out your running shoes, because the 6th annual Fountain to the Falls Run / Walk is coming soon!  The 6.38 mile out-and-
back race, from the Library Park Fountain to the Canyon Park Waterfall, is being coordinated to take place on Saturday, May 
7, 2016, at 7:00 a.m., in cooperation with the Santa Anita Family YMCA.  This annual race will start at Monrovia Library Park 
(321 South Myrtle Avenue), and all registered participants will receive a t-shirt and participation ribbon.  Medals will be 
awarded to the best time for male and female participants, and for first place through third place in each age category.  Also, 
the race is limited to a maximum of 325 participants.  
 
Early registration (now through May 4) allows for a discounted registration fee of $35, while event day registration is $45 per 
participant.  Registration is now available on-line at https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/.  Please note that registration will be 
accepted through May 7, 2016, or until the event hits 325 participants.  For additional information, please contact the Public 
Services Department at (626) 256-8246. 
 

 

https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/
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THE MONROVIA DAY PARADE IS BACK ON MAY 14, 2016, AND ACTIVITIES ARE PLANNED FROM MAY 13 – 15, 2016 
Monrovia Day promises to be very special this year, because in addition to the activities we have come to enjoy as a 
community these past few years, the City and the School District have agreed to partner to bring back the Monrovia Days 
Parade!  From May 13 – 15, 2016, events that will be taking place include: 
 

 Friday, May 13, 2016 – Special activities are planned to take place Old Town Monrovia at the Friday Night Family 
Street Fair event! 
 

 Saturday, May 14, 2016 – Centre Stage, the City, and the School District will be partnering to present the Monrovia 
Days Community Parade & Festival in Old Town Monrovia! 
 

o The event will begin at 8:00 a.m. with an opening welcome and pancake breakfast at Library Park.  Then, at 
9:00 a.m., the Monrovia Day Parade will be back and better than ever with a variety of civic and school district 
themed participants.   
 

o After the parade, the community celebration will begin at around 10:30 a.m., and the activities will last 
throughout the day.  Complete with live entertainment, performances by Monrovia Unified School District 
students and Centre Stage participants, carnival games, laser tag, a dunk tank, food, and a good old 
fashioned pie eating contest… the Monrovia Day celebration is a day you certainly will not want to miss!   

 
 Sunday, May 15, 2016 – the Monrovia Days Music Festival will take place in Library Park! 

 
Stay tuned for additional Monrovia Day information, and mark your calendars for May 13 -15, 2016, to celebrate Monrovia’s 
130th Birthday in style!   
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POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period April 18 – 20, 2016 has been 
uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia 
Police Department handled 423 service events, resulting in 77 total investigations.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the 
week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 
 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report

