
City Manager’s Update 
 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As 
always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
The elevator to success is out of order.  You’ll have to use the stairs… one step at a time. 
– Joe Girard 
 
 
PLACENTIA EMBEZZLEMENT SCANDAL UPDATE 
As you may have heard reported through various news outlets, an embezzlement scandal has erupted in the City of Placentia, 
where the Finance Services Manager in that jurisdiction has been accused of embezzling $4.3 million through wire transfers 
during the period April 2015 to April 2016.  The event is both shocking and upsetting and represents a tremendous betrayal 
of public trust. 
 
It is important to note that Monrovia’s audit firm, Lance, Soll and Lunghard, LLP (LSL), were hired in 2015 by the City of 
Placentia.  Upon receiving word of the embezzlement scandal in Placentia, our auditors provided the following overview of 
the situation: 
 

…we only recently completed a financial audit for the period from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  We 
have not begun to perform any audit procedures for the period beginning July 1, 2015, in which the 
majority of the time period of this alleged embezzlement occurred.  Our audit for the period ending 
June 30, 2015 did identify several material weaknesses and significant deficiencies in internal controls 
and instances of noncompliance.  It was not a "clean" audit.  We feel it is important to communicate 
that our audit evaluated internal controls over wire transfers and we noted that the controls in place 
during the period of the financial audit, required the approval of two separate City employees to 
complete a wire transfer.  We are not currently privileged with information regarding the investigation 
so it is unclear whether the breakdown occurred internally at City Hall or externally with the financial 
institution. 

 
It is also important to note that the audit team at LSL were recently hired by the City of Pasadena in the aftermath of the 
embezzlement scandal that occurred in that jurisdiction. 
 
Here in Monrovia, I wanted to share that we have very robust internal controls that require dual passwords and dual signatures 
in order to complete any wire transfers.  In addition, a separate employee performs bank reconciliations thirty days after any 
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wire transfers have occurred, which adds another layer of security to guard against any potential breach.  Finally, we have 
also established here in Monrovia an Audit Committee that comprises two members of our City Council and which provides 
an additional outlet for the reporting of inappropriate activities. 
 
However, as the situation in Placentia illustrates, internal control activities alone cannot guarantee fraud will not occur.  Our 
staff has and will remain vigilant in our oversight and monitoring of controls to mitigate the risk of fraud.  Internal controls can 
be circumvented if not monitored on a continual basis and here in Monrovia, we will continue working hard to ensure that we 
do not violate the public’s trust.  
 
 
THE PARK AT STATION SQUARE PROJECT TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED TO BREAK GROUND WITHIN THE NEXT 
FEW WEEKS 
Just a quick note to let everyone know… based on recent conversations with representatives from Samuelson Fetter, it 
appears that a new general contractor has been retained by Legacy (the builder / operator of the Parks at Station Square 
apartment project).  As you may recall, the construction of the 261 unit luxury apartment complex down at Station Square 
adjacent to the Metro Gold Line Station hit a snag when the prior general contractor firm filed for bankruptcy protection.  With 
the new contractor onboard, staff has been told that the overall project is now on track to break ground within the next 3-6 
weeks.  This is terrific news, and we will be certain to keep everyone apprised of any additional developments that may occur 
regarding this overall project. 
 
 
OLD TOWN MONROVIA VOTED FAVORITE FRIENDLY CITY / DOWNTOWN IN THE LA NEWS GROUP 2016 READERS’ 
CHOICE SURVEY 
The Los Angeles News Group recently coordinated their 2016 Readers’ Choice Survey for the San Gabriel Valley through the 
Pasadena Star-News, the San Gabriel Valley Tribune, and the Whittier Daily News.  And for 2016… drum roll please… 
Monrovia was voted as the Favorite Friendly City / Downtown! 
 
A special section will be published by the Los Angeles News Group on May 22, 2016, to highlight Monrovia and our award-
winning Old Town, and as a City and as a community, we are so excited to be recognized this year through the Readers’ 
Choice Survey! 
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MONROVIA RENEWAL PROJECT TO BE ON DISPLAY AT THE 2016 MAP NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCE ON APRIL 
23, 2016 
The Monrovia Renewal Project will be on display at the 2016 MAP Neighborhood Conference (which will be held on April 23, 
2016) with its very own session to highlight and articulate for participants our multi-year initiative to address priority repairs to 
aging infrastructure across the City.   
 
In addition, be on the lookout for additional community meetings in the coming months regarding Monrovia Renewal.  Our 
team has been working to develop mechanisms to share information with the community on details related to the overall 
program, and to better articulate impacts that residents and visitors will see as we get ready for construction starting in late 
2016.  For additional information regarding the Monrovia Renewal project, please visit us online at: 
 
www.cityofmonrovia.org/monroviarenewal 
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City Manager’s Update 
 

626 GOLDEN STREETS COMMUNITY MEETING IN MONROVIA SET FOR APRIL 26, 2016 
As you may have heard, a 17+ mile long San Gabriel Valley open streets festival has been scheduled to take place in early 
summer on June 26, 2016.  Called the 626 Golden Streets event, the event organizers have scheduled a community outreach 
meeting here in Monrovia on April 26, 2016, to share details regarding the initiative.  Meeting details include: 
 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Monrovia Community Center, Monroe Room 
119 W Palm Ave, Monrovia, CA 91016 

 

 
 

At the meeting, you can learn more about #626GoldenStreets, as event organizers will share details, answer questions, and 
solicit public input on activities and more.  For additional information, please feel free to click on the following link: 
 
http://www.626goldenstreets.com/ 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/626goldenstreets
http://www.626goldenstreets.com/
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LABLAUNCH MONROVIA SET TO HOST MONROVIA BIOTECH DAY ON APRIL 22, 2016 
On Friday, April 22, 2016, LabLaunch Monrovia will be hosting an exciting community event called… Monrovia Biotech Day!  
As part of the festivities, representatives from LabLaunch will coordinate STEM activities for all ages, as well as provide 
detailed information regarding biotech opportunities here in Monrovia.  Festivities will begin at the Boys & Girls Club at the 
Mary Wilcox Youth Center at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Then, the LabLaunch team will be hanging out at the Monrovia Friday Night Family Street Fair later that evening beginning at 
5:00 p.m.  The flyer below provides some additional information regarding the event, and we look forward to seeing everyone 
participating in our inaugural Monrovia Biotech Day! 
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MS4 PERMIT UPDATE – CONGRESS MEMBER NAPOLITANO INTRODUCES BILL TO ADDRESS STORM WATER AND 
DROUGHT ISSUES 
Last week, representatives for Congress Member Grace Napolitano forwarded information to the City regarding a bill that she 
introduced in Congress to provide funds to address California’s ongoing drought conditions, while also supporting cities in 
implementing the Los Angeles County Stormwater Permit.  The bill provides $4.85 billion in grants and $20 billion in loans for 
cities and local agencies to construct stormwater projects, water recycling and reuse projects, groundwater recharge projects 
and water pollution control projects. 
 
Congress Member Napolitano introduced this bill as Ranking Member of the Water Resources and Environment 
Subcommittee, along with Congress Member Peter DeFazio, the Ranking Member of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee.  Details related to the measure have been included as attachments to this email, and highlights of the bill include: 
 

 Water Quality Financing  
 

o Authorizes $20 billion in Federal grants over five years to capitalize Clean Water State Revolving Funds 
(“Clean Water SRFs”). These funds provide low-interest loans and additional loan subsidizations (e.g., 
principal forgiveness and negative interest loans) to communities for wastewater infrastructure.  

 
o Authorizes $1.5 billion over five years for grants for State water pollution control agencies to implement State 

water pollution control programs.  
 

o Provides $600 million over five years for Clean Water pilot programs (including Federal technical assistance 
and/or grants) for watershed-based or system-wide efforts to address wet weather discharges, to promote 
stormwater best management practices, to undertake integrated water resource management, and to 
increase the resiliency of treatment works to natural or man-made disasters.  

 
o Authorizes technical assistance to rural, small, and tribal communities to assist them in gaining access to 

financing wastewater infrastructure.  
 

o Includes economic incentives to encourage the adoption of energy- and water-efficient technologies and 
practices to maximize the potential for efficient water use, reuse, and conservation, and energy conservation, 
and realize the potential corresponding cost-savings for water treatment.  

 
 Grants  

 
o Authorizes $2.5 billion over five years for grants to address combined and sanitary sewer overflows and 

recapture and reuse of municipal stormwater under section 221 of the Clean Water Act.  
 

o Authorizes $250 million in grants over five years for alternative water source projects under section 220 of 
the Clean Water Act, including projects that reuse wastewater and stormwater to augment the existing 
sources of water. 

 
The measure still must be reviewed by Congress, and given the parameters of the proposed funding plan, there is still a 
severe lack of resources available to address all of our MS4 compliance needs.  To that end, staff will be assessing this 
particular legislation and how it might fit into our overall approach towards stormwater compliance. 
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CITY ANNEX UPDATE – PROPOSAL TO SELL THE FACILITY BEING DEVELOPED 
During the past several months, staff has been working to determine the best possible way in which to address the issues at 
the City Annex, which is need of significant maintenance and repairs.  In late 2015, staff conducted a thorough evaluation 
process which determined that repainting and repairing the building would cost in excess of $200,000.  Given the cost, and 
the lack of a clearly defined use for the facility, it was determined that it would be better to sell the facility to a private user. 
 
To that end, staff has been working these past few months to coordinate an overall process to sell the City Annex.  The facility 
is currently in the process of being appraised, and staff is developing a unique request for bid process to solicit bids / offers 
from those that would be interested in acquiring the building.  Based on our work to date, staff expects that the matter should 
be ready for formal consideration within the next two months, and we will be certain to keep everyone informed of our progress 
regarding this project moving forward. 
 
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TABLE TOP EXERCISE PLANNED TO TAKE PLACE IN EARLY SUMMER 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that we are currently working to develop a table top emergency preparedness exercise 
which will be held in early summer.  The activity is being coordinated by our Fire Department, and will involve participation by 
all members of the City to simulate a potential local disaster so that we can assess how well the City is prepared to respond 
to the situation.  We will have more details to come within the next month. 
 
 
FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS TAKES OVER FIOS TV, INTERNET, AND LANDLINE PHONE SERVICES PREVIOUSLY 
COORDINATED BY VERIZON 
As members of the community are likely aware, as of April 1, 2016, Verizon customers in California, Texas, and Florida began 
being serviced by Frontier Communications.  Based on feedback received from representatives from Frontier 
Communications, they have committed that residents should expect to have exceptional FiOS TV, internet, and phone service 
from their new telecommunications provider. 
 
Frontier Communications is a company that offers broadband, video, voice, wireless internet data access, data security 
solutions, bundled offerings, specialized bundles for residential customers, small businesses and home offices and advanced 
communications for medium and large businesses in 28 states.  Frontier Communication’s approximately 19,200 employees 
are based entirely in the United States. 
 
If anyone is interested in requesting additional information regarding the transition from Verizon to Frontier Communication, 
details can be found online at: 
 
http://internet.frontier.com/fios-network-acquisition/ 
 
 
SUPER SMASH BROS. TOURNAMENT SET TO TAKE PLACE AT THE LIBRARY TOMORROW, APRIL 20, 2016 
So are you the one to beat at Super Smash Bros.?  If you think you have what it takes to be crowned the Super Smash Bros. 
champion, then you’ll want to head over to the Library on Wednesday, April 20, 2016, at 2:00 p.m., to compete in a Super 
Smash Bros. tournament! 
 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Monrovia Public Library, the event is open to those in Grades 6 through 12!  We hope to see 
you there!  For additional information, please feel free to call the Library at (626) 256-8274. 
 
 

http://internet.frontier.com/fios-network-acquisition/
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REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL MAP NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE THIS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2016 
Registration is still open for those wishing to participate in the 7th Annual Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) Neighborhood 
Conference!  The event, which will take place this Saturday, April 23, 2016, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Monrovia 
Community Center, will be themed Healthy Communities, Healthy Homes, Healthy People!  The event will feature 15 fantastic 
workshops for individuals to choose from, and the attached flier provides additional information on your options! 
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The Neighborhood Conference continues to serve as a platform to access and promote community resources, while 
encouraging civic participation and fostering community pride.  Each year, the conference features exciting and hands-on 60 
minute workshops covering material regarding community safety, City government, community resources, and ways to 
connect in the community.  These workshops and activities have been designed for a diverse set of participants, which is why 
this Neighborhood Conference is the perfect day of casual training and networking for employees, volunteers, employers, 
board members and all residents looking to become more engaged in their communities and neighborhoods. 
 
For more information, please feel free to call (626) 932-5563.  And to register for the 7th Annual Neighborhood Conference, 
please click on the following link: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7th-annual-map-neighborhood-conference-registration-20261860771 

 
 
CHROMOLOGIC GOING GREEN AND CELEBRATING EARTH DAY BY SHOWING OFF THEIR NEW 65 kW SOLAR 
PANELS ON APRIL 22, 2016, AT 4:30 P.M. 
This past week, representatives from the Monrovia based high-tech firm, ChromoLogic, invited the City to participate in an 
Earth Day celebration event scheduled for Friday, April 22, 2016, at 4:30 p.m. at their facility (1225 South Shamrock Avenue).  
ChromoLogic recently installed the largest commercial solar panel system in Monrovia, which is a 65 kW system.  For 
comparative purposes, according to the Solar Energy Industries Association, the average residential solar panel system is 
sized at 5 kW! 
 
ChromoLogic is a company that develops innovative solutions that save lives and make the world secure.  In order to achieve 
this broad vision, the company bring together a diverse group of professionals with backgrounds in optics, physics, 
engineering, biochemistry, and product commercialization.  More than half of the ChromoLogic team has advanced degrees 
(Ph.D), and with an extensive global collaborative research network, the firm leverages their in-house capabilities to provide 
world-class expertise toward some of societies’ most compelling technical challenges. Located in Monrovia, California, 
ChromoLogic is situated in the heart of Southern California’s technology corridor and has over twelve thousand square feet 
of lab and office space, with plans for even further expansion in the near future.  ChromoLogic has also been recognized by 
Inc. 500 for two years in a row. 
 
 
29TH ANNUAL MONROVIA ARBOR DAY CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 28, 2016 
The 29th Annual Arbor Day Ceremony is scheduled to take place on Thursday, April 28, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. in Station Square 
Park, 1601 South Myrtle Avenue.  The event, which is being hosted by the Youth Commission and the Teen Advisory Board, 
will include coordination with our Public Works team to determine the location and type of tree to be planted at the park that 
day.  A representative from the L.A. Forestry Division has been invited to attend and present the annual Arbor Day Award. 
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6TH ANNUAL FOUNTAIN TO THE FALLS RUN / WALK EVENT & YMCA HEALTH FAIR SCHEDULED FOR MAY 7, 2016 
Get out your running shoes, because the 6th annual Fountain to the Falls Run / Walk is coming soon!  The 6.38 mile out-and-
back race, from the Library Park Fountain to the Canyon Park Waterfall, is being coordinated to take place on Saturday, May 
7, 2016, at 7:00 a.m., in cooperation with the Santa Anita Family YMCA.  This annual race will start at Monrovia Library Park 
(321 South Myrtle Avenue), and all registered participants will receive a t-shirt and participation ribbon.  Medals will be 
awarded to the best time for male and female participants, and for first place through third place in each age category.  Also, 
the race is limited to a maximum of 325 participants.  
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Early registration (now through May 4) allows for a discounted registration fee of $35, while event day registration is $45 per 
participant.  Registration is now available on-line at https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/.  Please note that registration will be 
accepted through May 7, 2016, or until the event hits 325 participants.  For additional information, please contact the Public 
Services Department at (626) 256-8246. 
 

https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/
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THE MONROVIA DAY PARADE IS BACK ON MAY 14, 2016, AND ACTIVITIES ARE PLANNED FROM MAY 13 – 15, 2016 
Monrovia Day promises to be very special this year, because in addition to the activities we have come to enjoy as a 
community these past few years, the City and the School District have agreed to partner to bring back the Monrovia Days 
Parade!  From May 13 – 15, 2016, events that will be taking place include: 
 

 Friday, May 13, 2016 – Special activities are planned to take place Old Town Monrovia during the Friday Night Family 
Street Fair! 
 

 Saturday, May 14, 2016 – Centre Stage, the City, and the School District will be partnering to present the Monrovia 
Days Community Parade & Festival in Old Town Monrovia! 
 

o The event will begin at 8:00 a.m. with an opening welcome and pancake breakfast at Library Park.  Then, at 
9:00 a.m., the parade will be back and better than ever with a variety of civic and school district themed 
participants.  After the parade, the community celebration will begin at around 10:30 a.m., and the activities 
will last throughout the day.  Complete with live entertainment, performances by Monrovia Unified School 
District students and Centre Stage participants, carnival games, laser tag, a dunk tank, food, and a good old 
fashioned pie eating contest… the Monrovia Day celebration is a day you certainly will not want to miss!   

 
 Sunday, May 15, 2016 – the Monrovia Days Music Festival will take place in Library Park! 

 
Stay tuned for additional Monrovia Days information, and mark your calendars for May 13 -15, 2016, to celebrate Monrovia’s 
130th Birthday in style!   
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HOT SUMMER NIGHTS AT STATION SQUARE – PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS ARE SCHEDULED FOR MONROVIA’S 
NEWEST PARK FACILITY! 
As you may recall, the City is currently working with Levitt Pavilion to develop a concert series to take place at the new band 
shell located in Station Square.  In addition to that concert series, the City has also been working to develop activity plans for 
the summer at our new facility.  Our team from the Public Services Department have joined forces to create a variety of fun 
and exciting programs at Station Square, and starting in June, we plan on having a variety of entertainment options on 
Thursday evenings!  An overview of the plans include: 
 

 Summer Reading Club Kick-Off Event 
o June 16, 2016, from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
o The 2016 Summer Reading Club Program will kick off with an amazing performance at Station Square 

 
 Family Dance Party For Younger Children & Their Families 
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o June 23, 2016 through August 18, 2016 
o Every Thursday evening from 6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
o Jump, hop, and sing with us in this fun and active program for younger children and their families.  Enjoy 

stories, songs, rhymes, and movement activities, and wiggle worms are welcome too! 
 

 Brews & Books Event 
o June 23, 2016, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
o Brews combined with books equals a great time!  Make sure you swing by Station Square, where you will be 

able to sample amazing lagers and ales while also discovering books written by the brew masters! 
 

 Night Hike at Canyon Park 
o June 30, 2016 / July 28, 2016 / August 11, 2016, from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
o Stop by Station Square, where a shuttle will transport participants up to our very own Canyon Park!  Explore 

and learn about the creatures that take over Canyon Park at night, and participate in a guided night hike led 
by our Park Rangers! 

 
 Summer Concerts At Station Square 

o Rock out and reminisce to the music played by tribute bands popular with baby boomers and generations x, 
y, and z!    

o All Concerts are scheduled to take place from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 July 14 – The Who Show (The Who Tribute Band) 
 July 21 - Escape – The Journey Tribute 
 August 4 – Mirage – Visions of Fleetwood Mac 
 August 18 – Doobies, Inc. (The Doobie Brothers Tribute Band) 

 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period April 7 – 10, 2016 has been 
uploaded to our website at the link below for your review and reference.   
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the 
week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
 
__________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5585 

http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report

