
City Manager’s Update 
 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
In an effort to provide an update of important news and notes from this last week, the following report has been prepared.  As 
always, please feel free to let me know if you have a question about any of the items contained in this update – I can be 
reached via email at ochi@ci.monrovia.ca.us! 
 
And of course… all the best to you and yours as we continue through this week!  
 
Best regards,  
Oliver 
 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be counted. 
– William Bruce Cameron 
 
 
PROCESS TO OPEN THE CLOVERLEAF ACCESS POINT INTO THE HILLSIDE WILDERNESS PRESERVE MOVING 
FORWARD 
As you may know, last week, the Monrovia City Council approved agreements that have set in motion a series of events that 
will ultimately result in the opening of the Cloverleaf Access Point into the City’s Hillside Wilderness Preserve.  This has been 
an initiative that the City has worked to achieve for more than a decade, and there are many thanks that must be shared as 
we celebrate this accomplishment! 
 
By way of background, on July 11, 2000, in response to proposed residential development in our hillsides, Monrovia voters 
approved Measure A (with 84% of the vote) and Measure B (with 77% of the vote).  The adoption of Measure A created the 
“Hillside Wilderness Preserve” and “Hillside Recreation” zoning designations, while approval of Measure B imposed a base 
tax on Monrovia properties that generated $10 million to be paid back over 30 years in order to fund the acquisition of privately 
held hillside properties.  Measure B also authorized the collection of $80,000 per year for hillside maintenance efforts.  
 
Eventually, the City leveraged the monies generated from Measure B to obtain additional grant funding which was ultimately 
used to acquire eleven (11) privately owned hillside properties at a total cost of more than $24 million.  These purchases 
resulted in the City gaining ownership of 1,416-acres of hillside property that have since been designated as the Monrovia 
Hillside Wilderness Preserve. 
 
Between 2000 & 2004, the City worked through the Wilderness Preserve Steering Committee to identify the properties that 
should be acquired, and in 2005, the City began work on development of a Resource Management Plan for the Hillside 
Wilderness Preserve properties owned by the City.  A series of events subsequently occurred, which delayed the approval of 
the Resource Management Plan until February 7, 2012.  However, once approved, the document identified four formal access 
points into the Hillside Wilderness Preserve at the following locations: 
 

1. Highland Access Point  
2. Sleepy Hollow Access Point  
3. Ridgeside Access Point  
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4. Cloverleaf Access Point 
 
Of the four identified access points, easement issues at the Cloverleaf Access Point have prohibited the public from accessing 
the Hillside Wilderness Preserve at that location.  However, after the City Council’s action last week, we are now 3 – 6 months 
away from completing the final improvements required before final resolution of the issues at hand, which will pave the way 
to opening the Cloverleaf Access Point for public access. 
 
Many thanks to the residents of Cloverleaf Avenue, Hidden Valley Road, and all Monrovians for your patience and willingness 
to work together to resolve this long-standing issue!   
 
 
LA COUNTY CONSIDERING TWO TAX MEASURES IN NOVEMBER 2016 (TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX AND PARK 
TAX), AND ANOTHER TAX MEASURE IN 2017 (STORM WATER / DROUGHT TAX) 
Based on recent discussions with representatives of Los Angeles County, it appears that there will be two tax measures on 
the ballot for voter consideration at the November 2016 election.  Those measures include the following: 
 

 LA County Metro Transportation Sales Tax Measure 
 

o First, as was reported a few weeks ago, Los Angeles County Metro is considering the implementation of a 
new countywide ½ cent sales tax increase that would last for 40 years, while also extending the current 
Measure R tax measure for an additional 18 years.  These tax measures, which would extend until 2057, are 
being pursued to fund Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), which outlines a number of proposed 
transportation and highway projects throughout Los Angeles County.  In total, the LRTP includes $120 billion 
of identified transit and highway projects.   
 

o Based on discussions with representatives from LA County, internal polling data that has been compiled 
indicates that the proposed sales tax measures currently have the support of around 70% of the voters.   

 
o In order for the sales tax measure to be implemented, two-thirds (2/3) of voters would have to approve of the 

initiative. 
 

 LA County Park Tax Measure 
 

o In addition to the Transportation Sales Tax measure, the City was contacted by representatives from the Los 
Angeles County Regional Park & Open Space District this past week regarding a proposed tax initiative to 
support the LA County park system.  As you may be aware, in 1992, LA County voters approved Proposition 
A, which generated an estimated $54 million / year for park, open space, and beach related projects.  In 
1996, a second smaller park bond measure (also known as Proposition A) was subsequently approved.   
 

o The initial Proposition A measure that was passed in 1992 ultimately expired in June 2015.  As you may 
recall, LA County placed before the voters in November 2014 a measure known as Proposition P.  That 
particular measure, which failed to receive the requisite 66% voter approval needed for implementation (the 
measure received 62% support, falling short by around 4%), sought to continue the funding generated by 
Proposition A. 

 
o Since Proposition P failed, LA County has been engaged in a countywide park needs assessment process, 

which included several meetings that were held in Monrovia during the past few months.   
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o To help facilitate the placement of a new tax measure before the voters for consideration in November 2016, 

a firm known as Cerrell has been hired by LA County to conduct outreach.  Based on discussions that staff 
has had with representatives from other communities, LA County representatives claim that internal polling 
shows that nearly 70% of voters support the proposed tax measure.  Cerrell will be visiting with Monrovia in 
two weeks. 

 
o The proposed tax measure will likely be either a flat fee for every parcel in LA County (likely $25 / parcel / 

year), or a fee on each square foot of building on a parcel (likely $0.03 / square foot / year). 
 

o The overview flyer included below highlights how LA County anticipates the funding being spent should the 
tax measure be approved, which indicates that 55% of the funding will be available for cities and communities.  
However, based on feedback that has been received by staff to this point in time, it appears that the proposed 
tax measure will not include a substantial guarantee of local return of the funds to every incorporated 
jurisdiction in LA County.  This is a particular point of contention, as the funding not allocated directly on an 
annual basis to cities equates to less local control of how the monies are spent.  Given that roughly 90% of 
the area within LA County falls within incorporated cities, it is important that should a tax measure of this 
magnitude be approved, a portion of the funding needs to be guaranteed to return to each incorporated 
municipality.  Otherwise, LA County controls who gets the funding, and experience has shown that the cities 
in the San Gabriel Valley region are often times left out of process. 

 
o Staff will continue monitoring this issue and we will be certain to provide ongoing updates regarding the 

proposed LA County park tax as it progresses forward. 
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In addition to the two tax measures described above, staff was also informed this week that the LA County Board of 
Supervisors approved a motion by Supervisor Sheila Kuehl and Supervisor Hilda Solis to begin working on the development 
of a tax measure that would be placed before voters for consideration after the November 2016 election to fund storm water 
clean-up and storm water capture projects throughout LA County.   
 

 LA County Storm Water Clean-Up / Capture Tax – Placed Before Voters After November 2016 
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o It appears that during the next three months, LA County staff will develop alternatives for consideration, and 
pursuant to the motion passed by the Board of Supervisors, any proposed tax measure would be placed on 
the ballot for consideration after the November 2016 election. 
 

o Staff will be monitoring this particular matter closely as the process unfolds. 
 
 
BOB BARTLETT MEMORIAL RECOGNITION COMMITTEE APPROVES ISSUANCE OF A REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR AN ARTIST TO DEVELOP A TILED MOSAIC MURAL 
Lastweek, the Bob Bartlett Memorial Committee (Committee), led by Mayor Pro Tem Larry Spicer, met to continue discussions 
and deliberations regarding development of a proper tribute for the City’s former mayor.  At the meeting, the Committee 
approved the issuance of a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) soliciting the services of an artist to develop a mosaic mural at 
Station Square that would honor the late Bob Bartlett.  The RFQ will be finalized and issued within the next week, and we 
anticipate that the assessment and selection process to identify an artist for this project will be completed by mid- to late-
summer.  Moving forward, we will be certain to keep everyone apprised of our progress.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT CONTINUING REGARDING THE HOTEL PROJECT AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF MYRTLE 
AVENUE AND HUNTINGTON DRIVE  
During the past week, staff has continued to assess the responses submitted by the five (5) firms which responded to the 
City’s Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for a hotel development opportunity at the southwest corner of Myrtle Avenue and 
Huntington Drive.  A brief overview of the qualifying responses received includes the following: 
 

 Tharaldson Hospitality Development (THD) 
 THD was founded by Gary Tharaldson, who has developed more than 350 hotels during the course of his career.  

Prior to selling a portion of his hotel portfolio to Whitehall Global Real Estate in 2006 for approximately $1.25 billion, 
Mr. Tharaldson’s firm was the largest privately held hotel company in the United States.  Today, THD is a full service 
firm that builds and operates a portfolio of business class hotels under franchise license agreements with 
Intercontinental Hotels Group, Marriott International, and Hilton.  In response to the RFQ, THD proposes to locate a 
Marriott product on the City’s site and have offered a complete turnkey solution regarding the design, construction, 
and eventual operation of the hotel. 

 
 Singpoli Group 

o The Singpoli Group (Singpoli) is an integrated group of companies that include real estate development, 
financing, private placement, management, investment, and design services.  Singpoli established itself in 
Southern California in 1991, and in 2010, the company was named one of the top 50 new buyers in the nation 
by US Capital Trends, ranking 8th among private equity firms and 12th overall.  For Monrovia, Singpoli has 
proposed a La Quinta Del Sol project and proposes to coordinate all elements of the project development in-
house. 

 
 Arbor Capital Group, Inc. 

o Arbor Capital Group, Inc. (ACG), is a full-service commercial real estate investment company located in 
Newport Beach, California.  ACG is primarily focuses on retail, office, and hospitality type projects.  In 
response to the RFQ, ACG has assembled a diverse team that includes Architects Orange as the design 
team, Saunders Property Company as the project financial backers, and Hilton Management Company as 
the eventual hotel operator in response to the City’s RFQ. 
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 CFT NV Developments, LLC 
o CFT NV Developments, LLC (CFT), is the development and investment arm of the Cherng Family Trust.  

CFT was established by Andrew and Peggy Cherng, the founders of the Panda Restaurant Group, and as 
an entity, CFT is engaged in the development of retail and hospitality projects throughout the United States 
with a portfolio that currently consists of over 500 properties.  For the proposed project in Monrovia, CFT is 
suggesting a Hilton product and proposes to handle all elements of the project design and construction in-
house.  

 
 CIBA Real Estate on behalf of Corinthian Development Company 

o Corinthian Development Company (Corinthian) is a developer of hospitality, retail, healthcare, and themed 
entertainment destinations.  Corinthian has assembled a multi-faceted team to develop a proposed Wingate 
Hotel that would be designed by Morris Architects, built by JT Magen & Company, Inc., managed by 
Aimbridge Hospitality, and financed by 54 Madison Partners.  

 
As part of the City’s assessment process, staff will be interviewing each firm next week, and we plan on coordinating a Study 
Session with the City Council at our April 19, 2016 meeting to review the results of our evaluation.   
 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT FAMILY STREET FAIR EVENT OPERATOR ASSESSMENT UPDATE 
March 31, 2016 marked the deadline for firms interested in managing Monrovia’s Friday Night Family Street Fair to submit a 
response to the City’s Request for Proposal (RFP).  Ultimately, the City received four responses from the following firms: 
 

 Coastal Pacific, LLC 
o Based out of Ventura, CA 
o Operating for over 13 years 
o Currently operate 5 weekly farmer’s market / family festival events 

 Northridge Certified Farmers’ Market & Family Festival 

 Located at Northridge Mall, featuring organic fruits / vegetables, dining options, and 
entertainment 

 Simi Valley Certified Farmers’ Market 

 45 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, and crafts 
 Canoga Park Certified Farmers’ Market 

 35 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, and crafts 
 Galleria @Tyler Riverside Farmers’ Market 

 35 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, and crafts 
 

 GreenLeaf Events, Inc. 
o Based out of Monrovia, CA 
o Operating for around 1 year 
o Currently operate 5 weekly farmer’s market / street fair events 

 Monrovia Street Fair 

 200 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, crafts, and entertainment 
 Rosemead Farmer’s Market 

 30 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, crafts, and entertainment 
 Baldwin Park Street Fair & Farmer’s Market 

 60 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, crafts, and entertainment 
 Santa Fe Springs Farmer’s Market 
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 50 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, crafts, and entertainment 
 Harbor City Farmer’s Market 

 25 vendor market featuring fruits / vegetables, food options, and crafts 
 

 LA PartyWorks 
o Based out of South El Monte, CA 
o Operating for over 25 years 
o Currently does not operate any weekly farmer’s market / family festival events 

 Prior operator of Monrovia Friday Night Family Street Fair from July 2015 – October 2015 
o Self-identified relevant experience includes work done for the City of Duarte, Metro Gold Line, Foothill Unity, 

Vans, and other clients 
 

 Raw Inspiration 
o Based out of Calabasas, CA 
o Operating as a not-for-profit company for over 15 years 
o Currently manages more than 20 markets throughout LA County and several in Ventura County, including: 

 Pacific Palisades Market 

 Voted best market to purchase fresh local produce in LA by Jonathan Gold of LA Times 
 Brentwood Farmer’s Market  

 ¼ mile long weekly farmer’s market offering premium certified farmers, grass raised meat 
vendors, sustainable fish / honey vendors, and high quality artisans 

 Channel Islands Harbor Market 

 In addition to managing the farmer’s market, also coordinates special events for the Harbor 
 Partnership with Rick Caruso to produce farmer’s market events 

 
Based on direction provided by the City Council at a Study Session meeting held last week, staff will be reviewing and 
assessing the responses received in greater detail, and in addition, we will be reaching out to schedule interviews with each 
of the four firms during the week of April 18, 2016.  Based on the overall assessment framework we have developed, our 
review process will also include a collaborative process with the Street Fair Oversight Committee and the Monrovia Old Town 
Advisory Board before final consideration of the matter is coordinated with the full City Council at our May 17, 2016 meeting.  
As the process unfolds, please feel free to let me know if you have any questions regarding this particular matter! 
 
 
CITY’S MEDIAN ON DUARTE ROAD WEST OF MOUNTAIN AVENUE GETS A REFRESHED LOOK 
Last week, the City’s Public Works Division field crews were busy giving the median located on Duarte Road just West of 
Mountain Avenue a new look!  Being mindful of our ongoing water conservation efforts, City crews planted three drought 
tolerant Crape Myrtles and one Strawberry Tree at the location.  In addition, our team also positioned 7 boulders at the site 
and added 25 yards of mulch to finish off the new look.  A photo of the improved median has been included as an attachment 
below for your review and reference, and we think you’ll agree that the refreshed look is certainly an improvement over the 
landscaping that used to be at that particular location!  Kudos to the City’s Public Works Division field crews for their hard 
work in getting this vibrant improvement completed! 
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LABLAUNCH BRINGING NEW BIOTECH START-UPS TO MONROVIA 
During the past several months, staff has been interfacing on a regular basis with LabLaunch Monrovia, the second biotech / 
science incubator to be located in the San Gabriel Valley.  In a bit of exciting news, LabLaunch Monrovia representatives 
shared with staff that they have signed up several new residents to work at their facility, which is now half-full!  The firms that 
have moved into Monrovia through LabLaunch include: 
 

 DryWired… a privately-held Los Angeles based firm that invests, customizes and distributes over 100 different 
advanced nano-coating technologies providing critical protection to electronics, textiles, infrastructure and 
transportation from water, oil, corrosion, heat and abrasion.  More information available at www.drywired.com . 

 
 Korva Labs, Inc. … is a clinical and analytical laboratory that provides quick and high-quality test results, while 

offering industry leading customer service.  Korva Labs are proud of the work they do and constantly strive to push 
science forward.  They aim to be your laboratory of choice by giving all of their clients a first-class experience.  More 
information available at www.korvalabs.com.  

 
 Vali Nanomedical Corporation… is a biotechnology company founded in 2013.  The firm has developed a multidrug-

delivery platform technology using proprietary nanoparticles that have a unique multilayered structure.  This gives the 
important advantage that a single nanoparticle is able to transport multiple drugs to tumors simultaneously, unlocking 
previously impossible cancer combination therapies.  Additional information available at www.valinano.com. 

 
 Keiko Kanamori, Ph.D. … Epilepsy is a chronic brain disorder that affects 60 million worldwide, but the cause of 

seizures in drug-resistant temporal-lobe epilepsy is not well understood.  Dr. Kanamori aims to clarify the mechanism 
by which excitatory neurotransmitter glutamate causes seizures, in an animal model that closely resembles human 

http://www.drywired.com/
http://www.korvalabs.com/
http://www.valinano.com/
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temporal lobe epilepsy.  Relationship between seizures monitored by EEG and changes in the concentration and C-
13 enrichment of extracellular glutamate will be analyzed (using samples that have already been collected) by high-
pressure liquid chromatography (HPLC) and gas-chromatography mass-spectrometry (GCMS) in the well-equipped 
facility at Lab Launch. 

 
 Cell Care Therapeutics… is a firm that is developing novel cellular therapies and delivery systems to permit the cost 

efficient and long-term treatment of inflammatory and degenerative diseases. 
 

 Laboratory for Advanced Medicine, Inc. … develops leading edge non-invasive, non-toxic technologies focusing 
on early detection and intervention of cancer, especially in stage 0 and 1.  LAM ® headquartered in the United States 
with offices in United States (Los Angeles and Indianapolis) and China (Beijing, Shanghai, and Tianjin), is founded 
and managed by a group of accomplished business leader, scientists, and physicians. 

 
 LieuLabs, LLC… brings over a decade of experience in diverse aspects of the biotech industry to offer unique client-

centered services to support the next generation of life science innovation.  With a focus on the Los Angeles and 
greater SoCal areas, the company offers key expertise in both local and macroeconomic factors that will help your 
biotech business reach success through biotech real estate, project management, bizdev support, to custom R&D 
solutions. 

 
 Pathways to Stem Cell Science 

 
 PluriCORE  

 
Moving forward, pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the City and LabLauch, one of the exciting 
community events being coordinated is Monrovia Biotech Day, which is scheduled to take place on Friday, April 22, 2016.  As 
part of the festivities, representatives from LabLaunch will coordinate STEM activities for all ages, as well as provide detailed 
information regarding biotech opportunities here in Monrovia.  Festivities will begin at the Boys & Girls Club Mary Wilcox Youth 
Center at 3:30 p.m., and the LabLaunch team will also be hanging out at the Monrovia Friday Night Family Street Fair later 
that evening beginning at 5:00 p.m.  The attached flyer provides some additional information regarding the event, and we look 
forward to seeing everyone participating in our inaugural Monrovia Biotech Day! 
 



City Manager’s Update 
 

 
 
 
KIWANIS CLEAN-UP… GRAND AVENUE PARK THAT IS!  
While those in the Monrovia Rotary Club may try to interpret “Kiwanis Clean-Up” differently… there is no denying that the 
Kiwanis Club of Monrovia rolled up their collective sleeves last Saturday to clean-up Grand Avenue Park!  During the past 
few years, the Kiwanis Club has adopted Grand Avenue Park as their own, and they have coordinated a number of service 
events dedicated to improving the public space.  From planting trees, to installing benches, to coordinating multiple park 
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clean-up days… we certainly do appreciate the service that the Kiwanis Club has provided to the community!  During their 
most recent service project, Kiwanis Club members focused on clearing the hillside areas of Grand Avenue Park of dead 
branches and debris, particularly under the trees.  The volunteers filled up several trash bags with waste and made a hefty 
sized green waste pile!  Many thanks to the Kiwanis Club of Monrovia for their ongoing dedication to Grand Avenue Park! 
 
 
CITY’S MAP YOUTH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY BEING CONSIDERED FOR A HELEN PUTNAM AWARD 
Our Neighborhood Services team works hard all year long to manage the various elements related to our award winning 
Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) program, which was first implemented in 2006.  As the overall initiative evolved, the City 
worked to establish the MAP Leadership Academy, which has graduated more than a hundred residents throughout our 
community.  Subsequently, in 2012, through the urging of a MAP Leadership Academy graduate, the City established the 
MAP Youth Leadership Academy in 2012.  Based on the success of the MAP Youth Leadership Program, Monrovia is being 
considered for a Helen Putnam Award from the League of California Cities!  A YouTube video which includes interviews with 
past participants of the Youth Leadership Academy is available for review at the following link: 
 
https://youtu.be/S9cAfzjj0kY  
 
In addition, for anyone interested in finding out more about the MAP program, we would encourage you to visit the following 
website at the link below: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/page/monrovia-area-partnership  
 
 
MAP COMPLETES ANOTHER TERRIFIC CARE FOR YOUR NEIGHBOR PROJECT AT 345 GENOA STREET 
On Saturday, April 2, 2016, the MAP Care for Your Neighbor Program completed another community improvement project by 
helping a Monrovia family in need.  The property at 345 Genoa Street had a series of property maintenance issues that had 
presented serious problems to residents for many years.  Traditional code enforcement efforts were not able to gain the 
necessary compliance for this property as the property was plagued with massive overgrown vegetation, dead / dry growth, 
the accumulation of trash / debris, and safety issues to pedestrians.  
 
The property belonged to a lifelong Monrovia resident, whose poor health kept him from being able to stay on top of 
maintaining this large property.  Sadly, the property owner passed away several months ago, which left the burden to his 
children, who did not have the resources to address this increasing problem to the neighborhood.  
 
Given the situation, the MAP Care for Your Neighbor Program jumped into action by coordinating community resources to 
help abate problems at the property.  Neighborhood Services staff partnered with MAP Leaders, Athens Waste Management 
Services and the Volunteer Center of San Gabriel Valley to provide resources and assistance in the cleanup effort.   
 
As you can see from the pictures attached below, the successful completion of the project not only cleaned-up an eye-sore, 
but also helped a family struggling with a difficult situation.  Kudos to all those involved in the project, and many thanks to the 
MAP program leaders who helped coordinate this tremendous event.  Monrovia is a special community, and events like these 
help to reinforce that notion through and through! 
 

https://youtu.be/S9cAfzjj0kY
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/communitydevelopment/page/monrovia-area-partnership
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THE MONROVIA PUBLIC LIBRARY WANTS YOU BACK… EVEN IF YOU HAVE AN OVERDUE ITEM! 
The Monrovia Public Library is celebrating National Library Week, and we want you to celebrate with us!  So… if you’ve been 
avoiding the library because of an overdue book or an outstanding late fees, you are in luck!  Simply return undamaged books, 
magazines, DVDs, music CDs, and audiobooks between April 11-16, 2016, and we will waive your late fees!  Please note, 
however, that any lost and damaged items may still be subject to replacement costs.  For more details, please see the flyer 
attached below or contact the Library at (626) 256-8274!   
 

 
 
 
SENATOR CAROL LIU’S AGING AND LONG TERM CARE MEETING RESULTS IN DEVELOPMENT OF NEW SENIOR 
SERVICE RESOURCES  
On Thursday, March 24, 2016, Community Services Division’s recreation staff participated in a collaborative meeting on Aging 
and Long-Term Care hosted by Senator Carol Liu.  Over 60 people participated in the event held at Senator Liu’s office in 
Burbank.  Mark Watterson, Executive Director of the Convalescent Aide Society (CAS), and Barbra Winn, AT&T Area Director, 
presented information on current projects and services available to the aging population.  One of the goals of the meeting 
was to develop a regional network of organizations that provide services to seniors thereby making the coordination and use 
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of services more efficient.  Based on attendance at the meeting, our team here at the City was able to be entered into a 
database for future discussions related to senior services. 
 
 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS LITERATURE CARTS 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that a representative with the local Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall recently informed 
the City that they would like to periodically place temporary removable literature carts at several locations in the City.  Each 
literature cart would be staffed with two (2) individuals, and the Jehovah’s Witness representatives indicated that the literature 
cars would be situated so as to allow for a 4-foot pedestrian clearance area.  Furthermore, it was shared with City staff that 
the persons accompanying the carts will not be soliciting donations, and that they will only offer publications if approached.  
Based on the information received by the City, the proposed locations and times that the Jehovah’s Witness literature carts 
would be displayed include the following: 
 

 Adjacent to bus stops – Saturday mornings from 7:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   
o North side of East Huntington Drive near Mountain Avenue in front of the of the Chevron Gas Station 
o North side of West Huntington Drive near Magnolia Avenue north of Rite Aid 
o North side of West Huntington Drive near Monterey Avenue north of Chase Bank 
o South side of West Huntington Drive near Mayflower Avenue near Living Spaces 

 
 There will also be one placed in Library Park on Friday nights from 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.   

 
As part of the notification process, Jehovah’s Witness representatives also provided the City with the following link that shows 
an example of what the literature carts look like: 
 
https://www.jw.org/finder?locale=en&docid=502015524&prefer=lang&srcid=share 
 
 
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS LEADERSHIP POSITIONS NOW AVAILABLE 
Last week, the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) notified their Government Board Members that various 
leadership positions were available within their organization.  Per the adopted policy of the SGVCOG, an annual notification 
of all opportunities to serve as an officers, a member of a policy committee, or as an agency representative to external groups 
must be made available. 
 
Based on information obtained from the SGVCOG, current appointment and election opportunities are as follows:  
 

 SGVCOG Officer Positions  
o President 
o 1st Vice President 
o 2nd Vice President 
o 3rd Vice President 

 
 SGVCOG Policy Committees 

o Transportation 
o Housing, Community, and Economic Development 
o Energy, Environment and Natural Resources 
o Water 

 

https://www.jw.org/finder?locale=en&docid=502015524&prefer=lang&srcid=share
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 SGVCOG Appointments to External Agencies 
o Southern California Association of Governments 

 Transportation Committee (2 appointments) 
 Community, Economic, and Human Development (3 appointments) 
 Energy and Environment (2 appointments) 

o Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority 
o Leagues of California Cities – Los Angeles Division 
o San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Board: SGVCOG Seat #1- Rivers 

(1 appointment) 
 
Also, any individual who is interested in being appointed to any of the leadership opportunities must submit their names in 
writing to the SGVCOG offices by 4:00 p.m. on May 3, 2016 (nominations are accepted via email).  All committee nominations 
will be made at the May 2016 Governing Board meeting.  Please feel free to contact the SGVCOG offices at (626) 457-1800 
with any questions. 
 
 
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS LOOKING FOR YOU… TO DRINK SOME BREWS AND HEAR SOME TUNES AT 
THE MONROVIA STATION BEER & MUSIC FESTIVAL ON APRIL 16, 2016 FROM 2:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 
Are you ready to experience music, craft beer, and the Gold Line all happening at the same time at Monrovia’s very own 
Station Square?!?!?!   
 
The Monrovia Chamber of Commerce is hosting the Monrovia Station Beer & Music Fest on Saturday, April 16, 2016 from 
2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Station Square Park in Monrovia.  The unique event will celebrate amazing craft beer and fantastic 
live music!  Savor the art of craft brewing as you sample over 30+ beers from award winning breweries!  Live music from Go 
Betty Go & the Delgado Brothers will keep you entertained for hours!  And delicious food options from popular local vendors 
will be available too! 
 
Get your tickets online today by visiting: 
 
https://tickets.beerfests.com/event/monrovia-station-beer-music-fest 
 

 VIP Admission $55 (Early Entry 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
 

 General Admission $45 (2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
 

 Designated Driver $20 (2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
 

 Admission the day of $65 (if tickets still available) 
 
All proceeds will benefit the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce & Boys & Girls Club of the Foothills. 
 
Make sure you get your tickets for this terrific event today!  For questions, please call the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce 
at (626) 358-1159. 

https://tickets.beerfests.com/event/monrovia-station-beer-music-fest
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CHROMOLOGIC GOING GREEN AND CELEBRATING EARTH DAY BY SHOWING OFF THEIR NEW 65 kW SOLAR 
PANELS ON APRIL 22, 2016, AT 4:30 P.M. 
Last week, representatives from the Monrovia based high-tech firm, ChromoLogic, invited the City to participate in an Earth 
Day celebration event scheduled for Friday, April 22, 2016, at 4:30 p.m. at their facility (1225 South Shamrock Avenue).  
ChromoLogic recently installed the largest commercial solar panel system in Monrovia, which is a 65 kW system.  For 
comparative purposes, according to the Solar Energy Industries Association, the average residential solar panel system is 
sized at 5 kW! 
 
ChromoLogic is a company that develops innovative solutions that save lives and make the world secure.  In order to achieve 
this broad vision, the company bring together a diverse group of professionals with backgrounds in optics, physics, 
engineering, biochemistry, and product commercialization.  More than half of the ChromoLogic team has advanced degrees 
(Ph.D), and with an extensive global collaborative research network, the firm leverages their in-house capabilities to provide 
world-class expertise toward some of societies’ most compelling technical challenges. Located in Monrovia, California, 
ChromoLogic is situated in the heart of Southern California’s technology corridor and has over twelve thousand square feet 
of lab and office space, with plans for even further expansion in the near future.  ChromoLogic has also been recognized by 
Inc. 500 for two years in a row. 
 
 
STORYTIME AT THE FRIDAY NIGHT FAMILY STREET FAIR SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 15, 2016 AND MAY 20, 2016 
In a terrific new program being advanced by our very own Monrovia Public Library, our team of librarians will be at the Friday 
Night Family Street Fair on April 15, 2016 and May 20, 2016, from 6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m., with a Storytime Carpet location 
where families and children will be able to read stories and sing songs through this new program.  We hope that you will come 
on out and join in the fun!  
 
 
REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL MAP NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE ON 
APRIL 23, 2016 
Registration is still open for those wishing to participate in the 7th Annual Monrovia Area Partnership (MAP) Neighborhood 
Conference!  The event, which will take place on Saturday, April 23, 2016, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Monrovia 
Community Center, will be themed Healthy Communities, Healthy Homes, Healthy People!  The event will feature 15 fantastic 
workshops for individuals to choose from, and the attached flier provides additional information on your options! 
 
The Neighborhood Conference continues to serve as a platform to access and promote community resources, while 
encouraging civic participation and fostering community pride.  Each year, the conference features exciting and hands-on 60 
minute workshops covering material regarding community safety, City government, community resources, and ways to 
connect in the community.  These workshops and activities have been designed for a diverse set of participants, which is why 
this Neighborhood Conference is the perfect day of casual training and networking for employees, volunteers, employers, 
board members and all residents looking to become more engaged in their communities and neighborhoods. 
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For more information, please feel free to call (626) 932-5563.  And to register for the 7th Annual Neighborhood Conference, 
please click on the following link: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7th-annual-map-neighborhood-conference-registration-20261860771 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/7th-annual-map-neighborhood-conference-registration-20261860771
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29TH ANNUAL MONROVIA ARBOR DAY CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 28, 2016 
The 29th Annual Arbor Day Ceremony is scheduled to take place on Thursday, April 28, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. in Station Square 
Park, 1601 South Myrtle Avenue.  The event, which is being hosted by the Youth Commission and the Teen Advisory Board, 
will include coordination with our Public Works team to determine the location and type of tree to be planted at the park that 
day.  A representative from the L.A. Forestry Division has been invited to attend and present the annual Arbor Day Award. 
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6TH ANNUAL FOUNTAIN TO THE FALLS RUN / WALK EVENT & YMCA HEALTH FAIR SCHEDULED FOR MAY 7, 2016 
Get out your running shoes, because the 6th annual Fountain to the Falls Run / Walk is coming soon!  The 6.38 mile out-and-
back race, from the Library Park Fountain to the Canyon Park Waterfall, is being coordinated to take place on Saturday, May 
7, 2016, at 7:00 a.m., in cooperation with the Santa Anita Family YMCA.  This annual race will start at Monrovia Library Park 
(321 South Myrtle Avenue), and all registered participants will receive a t-shirt and participation ribbon.  Medals will be 
awarded to the best time for male and female participants, and for first place through third place in each age category.  Also, 
the race is limited to a maximum of 325 participants.  
 
Early registration (now through May 4) allows for a discounted registration fee of $35, while event day registration is $45 per 
participant.  Registration is now available on-line at https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/.  Please note that registration will be 
accepted through May 7, 2016, or until the event hits 325 participants.  For additional information, please contact the Public 
Services Department at (626) 256-8246. 
 

 

https://cityofmonroviarecreation.org/
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THE MONROVIA DAY PARADE IS BACK ON MAY 14, 2016, AND ACTIVITIES ARE PLANNED FROM MAY 13 – 15, 2016 
Monrovia Day promises to be very special this year, because in addition to the activities we have come to enjoy as a 
community these past few years, the City and the School District have agreed to partner to bring back the Monrovia Days 
Parade!  From May 13 – 15, 2016, events that will be taking place include: 
 

 Friday, May 13, 2016 – Special activities are planned to take place Old Town Monrovia! 
 

 Saturday, May 14, 2016 – Centre Stage, the City, and the School District will be partnering to present the Monrovia 
Days Community Parade & Festival in Old Town Monrovia! 
 

 Sunday, May 15, 2016 – the Monrovia Days Music Festival will take place in Library Park! 
 

 
 
Stay tuned for additional Monrovia Days information, and mark your calendars for May 13 -15, 2016, to celebrate Monrovia’s 
130th Birthday in style!   
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HOT SUMMER NIGHTS AT STATION SQUARE – PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS ARE SCHEDULED FOR MONROVIA’S 
NEWEST PARK FACILITY! 
As you may recall, the City is currently working with Levitt Pavilion to develop a concert series to take place at the new band 
shell located in Station Square.  In addition to that concert series, the City has also been working to develop activity plans for 
the summer at our new facility.  Our team from the Public Services Department have joined forces to create a variety of fun 
and exciting programs at Station Square, and starting in June, we plan on having a variety of entertainment options on 
Thursday evenings!  An overview of the plans include: 
 

 Summer Reading Club Kick-Off Event 
o June 16, 2016, from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
o The 2016 Summer Reading Club Program will kick off with an amazing performance at Station Square 

 
 Family Dance Party For Younger Children & Their Families 

o June 23, 2016 through August 18, 2016 
o Every Thursday evening from 6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
o Jump, hop, and sing with us in this fun and active program for younger children and their families.  Enjoy 

stories, songs, rhymes, and movement activities, and wiggle worms are welcome too! 
 

 Brews & Books Event 
o June 23, 2016, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
o Brews combined with books equals a great time!  Make sure you swing by Station Square, where you will be 

able to sample amazing lagers and ales while also discovering books written by the brew masters! 
 

 Night Hike at Canyon Park 
o June 30, 2016 / July 28, 2016 / August 11, 2016, from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
o Stop by Station Square, where a shuttle will transport participants up to our very own Canyon Park!  Explore 

and learn about the creatures that take over Canyon Park at night, and participate in a guided night hike led 
by our Park Rangers! 

 
 Summer Concerts At Station Square 

o Rock out and reminisce to the music played by tribute bands popular with baby boomers and generations x, 
y, and z!    

o All Concerts are scheduled to take place from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 July 14 – The Who Show (The Who Tribute Band) 
 July 21 - Escape – The Journey Tribute 
 August 4 – Mirage – Visions of Fleetwood Mac 
 August 18 – Doobies, Inc. (The Doobie Brothers Tribute Band) 

 
 
CONGRESSIONAL ART COMPETITION BEING HOSTED, ALL MONROVIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ELIGIBLE TO 
PARTICIPATE 
Each spring, the House of Representatives hosts the Congressional Art Competition, which is a nation-wide high school arts 
competition that recognizes and encourages the artistic talent in the nation.  The contest is open to all high school students 
in Monrovia, as Congress Member Judy Chu’s office will be participating this year!   
 
The winner of the competition will have their artwork displayed for a year in Washington, D.C., at the U.S. Capitol. The exhibit 
in Washington will also showcase artwork from other contest winners nation-wide. 
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Artwork entered in the contest may be up to 32 inches by 32 inches (including the frame) and may be up to 4 inches in depth. 
The artwork may consist of the following: 
 

 Paintings - including oil, acrylics, and watercolor 
 Drawings - including pastels, colored pencil, pencil, charcoal, ink, and markers 
 Collage 
 Prints - including lithographs, silkscreen, and block prints 
 Mixed Media 
 Computer Generated Art 
 Photography 
 All entries must be original in concept, design and execution 

 
The Congressional Art Competition began in 1982 to provide an opportunity for members of Congress to encourage and 
recognize the artistic talents of their young constituents. Since then, over 650,000 high school students have been involved 
with the nationwide competition. 
 
If you would like more information on the annual Congressional District Art Competition please contact Congress Member 
Chu’s Pasadena Office at (626) 304-0110, or find additional details online at  
 
http://www.house.gov/content/educate/art_competiton/ 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SEMI-WEEKLY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH REPORT 
The most recent Police Department semi-weekly neighborhood watch report for the period April 4 – 6, 2016 has been updated 
to our website for your review and reference.  During the past seven-day period, the Monrovia Police Department handled 
440 service events, resulting in 67 total investigations.  A copy of the report can be accessed online by clicking below: 
 
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report  
 
 
That’s it for this update, thanks so much for taking the time to read this report and I do hope you have a wonderful rest of the 
week! 
 
Best regards, 
Oliver 
 
__________________________________________ 
OLIVER CHI 
City Manager 
  
City of Monrovia 
415 South Ivy Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Office: (626) 932-5501 

 

 

http://www.house.gov/content/educate/art_competiton/
http://www.cityofmonrovia.org/police/page/semi-weekly-report

