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MONROVIA INITIATES COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW TO ENSURE
WATER QUALITY AND SAFETY

Move comes in light of alleged unlawful disposal of wastewater at the City’s water well field
located at 2265 South Myrtle Avenue.

On Thursday, February 26, 2015, Monrovia City officials were made aware of alleged unlawful disposal
of wastewater at the City’s main water well field located at 2265 South Myrtle Avenue. Upon discovery
of this information, the City immediately initiated a comprehensive review of the overall situation to
ensure that stringent water quality and safety standards are maintained.  This review included the
retention of a third-party contractor to perform additional testing of the City’s water and the hiring of a
third party investigator to perform a comprehensive investigation into the allegation. That same day,
one supervisor was placed on paid administrative leave, pending the completion of the review.

It is important to emphasize that ongoing monthly testing shows that Monrovia’s water supply
consistently meets or exceeds State and Federal drinking water standards. Our most recent monthly
report attests to the fact that the City’s water is safe for consumption, and the alleged unlawful disposal
of wastewater has not impacted the safety of Monrovia’s water.

Furthermore, the City employs multiple additional layers of water testing to ensure that Monrovia’s
water is safe for human consumption.  In addition to monthly testing, the City performs Annual Water
Reports, tests water nitrogen levels monthly, and conducts additional daily monitoring of our water
production operation.  These ongoing efforts help to ensure that the water provided to Monrovia
customers is not only safe, but meets or exceeds every State and Federal drinking water standard.

Moving forward, to ensure that the City is taking proactive measures regarding the safety of our water,
the City will be implementing bi-weekly testing to ensure that our water continues to meet or exceed
every State and Federal drinking water standard. Internally, the Water Utilities Operation in the City will
be preparing an overall water report on a quarterly basis, rather than on an annual basis, as an added
layer of public communication.
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Furthermore, the City has made plans to hire a third party contractor to perform immediate
environmental testing of our water facility site where the alleged disposal occurred.  The tests will
include taking samples from the City’s water and the soils surrounding the water facility site. Also, the
City will be contacting the Regional Water Quality Control Board to make them aware of the situation
and the details of all actions being taken to address the issue. Additionally, the investigator will also
look deeper into the situation and ensure that all proper mitigation measures are being taken.

In an effort to distribute information to the public, the City will also continue to make all reports
available to the public. Current water testing information, including our Annual Water Reports, can be
found on our city website at www.cityofmonrovia.org.

Finally, in an effort to enhance all services provided to the community, the City has been working on a
proposed reorganization.  This proposed plan includes the addition of a Utility General Manager to
ensure additional attention and oversight of all utility functions.

The City of Monrovia is taking this matter very seriously and we are implementing robust response
measures to ensure the safety and quality of our community’s water source.  We will continue to have
updates on the city website (www.cityofmonrovia.org) to keep the public apprised of the situation.
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